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The Jews have been a wanderTuI people from tb^ 
beginning. Their hlstoiy, commencing with the call. 
of Abraham, extending onward to the perioila of theic 
ciiptivitj — and the destruction of Jerusalem- 
bracing the subsequent judgments that overtook theia 
— their present diaperaion — and their future gluriout 
prospects, — is a history full of meaning and of intereBtt 
and valuable for the lessons which it teaches. Once 
the; were God's " peculiar treasure," — first as a family, 
and then oa a nadon ; but they rejected the Anointed 
One, and God cast them off. Once they were " a king- 
dom of priests, unholy notion;" but they neglected the 
great salvation ; and now they are homeless and deso- 
late, " without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without 
an ephod, and without a Tcrraphira." NcvertheleHs, 
they remain uneousumed, "meted out, und troddeii 
down ;" but marvellously preserved, as a distinct and 
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separate race, " dwelling alone, not reckoned among 
the nations, a bye-word and a proverb," but still beloved 
for their fathers' sakes. 

As a standing memorial of God's faithftdness, all 
the judgments that he threatened have overtaken them ; 
but, as destined also to be monuments of his mercj, 
all that he has promised will be accomplished. The 
righteousness of Zion and Jerusalem shall " go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth." The city that sits " solitary " and " is 
become as a widow," shall "no niore be termed For- 
saken, nor the land be any more termed Desolate, 
she shall be called Hephzi-bah, and the land Beulah ; 
for the Lord delighteth in her, and her land shall be 
married." Though' she hath " lien among the pots," 
she shall " be as the wings of a dove covered with 
silver, and her feathers with yellow gold." "The Jews 
shall turn to the 'Lord, and the veil shall be taken 
away." Though now scorning the imputed righteous- 
ness of Christ, they shall yet be pardoned and cleansed, 
and become " a crown of glory in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadeni in the hand of their God." 
Though now scattered and called outcast, " God's eye 
rests on them ; he doth earnestly remember them still, 
and will surely have mercy upon them." Though 



driven, wicliout anj permanent reeting-place, from 
country to country, their attachment to their ancient 
soil remains J and, amickt persecution, and desolation, 
and fiery trials, they anticipate the time when their 
wanderings shall all bo over, and they be reinstated in 
their fiither-land. Ab-eady the spell of ages ia broken, 
— the antipathies of eighteen centuries are expiring ; 
and as the day of tlicir restoration draws on, their ex- 
pectations become stronger, and their hostility to Chris- 
tians abates. A spirit of inquiry now prevails among 
them. Some are renouncing the traditions of the , 
Talmud, others are ready to listen to the claims of i 
Christ as indeed the Messiah, and witnesses are found 
among them in greater numbers, than have been 
unce the days of the apostles. 

And whilst this is the case with them, the Gentile 
nations are now more ahvc than they ever were to 
their obligations to aid in the conversion of the Jews, 
and facihtiea for this are multiplying on every hand. 
The Church of Christ is " preparing the way of the 
people," and proclaiming to the Daughter of Ziou the 
advent of the Saviom:. The waters of the Euphrates 
(the Turkish empire) are drying up, that the way of 
the kings of the East may be prepared ; and, though 
a spirit of discord rages in the world, the spirit of 



lore and union preraiia in the Cturcb, in seeking 
the good of Zioa. The long disinherited Jew is 
an oljject of dmstian iinjuiry and solicitude, l^e 
Gospel that unfolds the Saviour is preached to him ; 
schools are opened for the instruction of his children ; 
and the company is rapidJ; increasing of those who are 
going forth to minister salvation in the midst of them. 
On the Continent, societies for the promotion of these 
ohjects have existed for Bome jears, and missions there 
have hecn aided by the Emperor of Russia and the 
King of Prussia. In London a Society for Promoting 
Chrisfaanity among the Jews was instituted in 1809, 
and is supported by numerous auxiliaries throughout 
England. And in ISdS, the interest in the same cause 
was rekuidled, and spread rapidly through all Scotland. 
Pirst, prayers were oflercd in private meetings, — then, 
|niblic attention was sohcited, — and, at last, Fresbiy- 
teries and Synods transmitted orertaires ; and the 
Qeaeral Assembly passed unanimously and cordially 
an Act, recommending that the cause be brought b(£ire 
the different congregations, and that prayer be made 
for Divine blessing on the steps to be taken for its 
promotion. A Gconmittee was accordingly named to 
collect information, and means of access to different 
places; and in the year following(I839),aDeputatioB 
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was appointed to visit the Holy Land and the Con- 
tinent, to make personal inquiries respecting the state 
and character of the Jews, preparatory to the estab- 
lishment of a regular mission by the Church of Scot- 
land among them. 

Simultaneous with the appointment of that Depu- 
tation, the following Course of Lectures was de- 
livered, in order to awaken and keep alive the in- 
terest at home in behalf of this people, and to show 
the obligations on Christians to earnest prayer and 
renewed efforts on their behalf. The Lectures, when 
delivered, excited an extensive and profound interest 
among all classes; and, having been subsequently 
published in a periodical work, were widely circu- 
lated. They are now collected into a small volume, 
with the view of rendering them still more usefiil, 
and keeping the cause of Israel before the Church, 
whose high duty it is to cease not to proclaim to the 
Daughter of Zion, — *' Behold thy salvation cometh ;" 
and whose cheering encouragement is, — that the King 
of Saints shall yet come and be acknowledged as 
King of the Jews — " the Lord our Righteousness," — 
and " reign over a strong nation in Mount Zion, from 
henceforth, even for ever." 

Edinburgh, Jan. 1, 1842. 
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THE COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ON THE CONVERSION OF THE JEW&. 

BY ALEXANDER BLACK, D.D., 

PROPBSSOR OP DIVINITY IN HARISCBAL COLLEGE AND CNIVBRSITT, 

ABBRDBBN, AND ONE OP THE DEPUTATION SENT TO 

PALESTINE BY TUB ASSEMBLY. 

In every point of view in which the state of the Jews 
can be contemplated, it mdst be regarded as an object 
£raught with the deepest interest. The history of 
that people differs, in many important respects, from 
the history of any other portion of the human race. 
The country which they once occupied exhibits many 
singular and peculiar features. Their national Utera- 
ture is the most ancient in the world ; and their code 
of laws, as embodied in their sacred books, was ad- 
mirably adapted to the circumstances in which they 
were placed, and to the promotion of the specific pur- 
poses for which it was designed. The great features 
of their national character, as these are delineated in 
the records of their earliest history, are to be traced 
in the Jews of the present day, throughout their wide* 
extended dispersion ; and, amidst all tK^ ciVvsccl^<»^ <^^^ 

A 
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Itcivil polity, and tbe Tarioos revolutions of the nations 
of the iTorld, tliia people has preserved a substantial 
nity of character, that aeems to he but slightly modi- 
fied by the peLTiliaritiea of the different countries 
where they are to he found. To the student of human 
re, by the medium, of history, the documents in 
I which the circomstaiices of tbe Jews are detailed, 
* will ever afford the most valuable instruction ; but it 
is on the Christian, and viewed in the light in which 
Chiiatianity presents it, that the condition of the 
Jews urges its claims to consideratiim, with a force 
that noDC can. resist who have felt the power of divine 
truth ou their hearts- 

The obligations imder which we are to the Jews 
are such as we can newer sufficiently repay. We are 
indebted to them, as tbe chosen people of God, ttx 
nil the spiritual privileges 'that we enjoy, by the .pos- 
session of the records of Divine Revelation. All the 
inspired writers of both the parte of the canon of 
Scripture were Jews. By the Jews the Old Te6t&- 
ment was preserved with the utmost care, and trans- 
mitted through successive generations with tbe moat 
scrupulous fidelity ; and to the skill and diligence of 
Jewish transcribers escluaively it is that we owe the 
present possession of these Sacred Writings in their 
original form, The l«amed of that nation have, at 
different rimes, produced writings, which, amidst a 
mass of error and absurdity, contain much that is 
calculated to throw light on the meaning of maoy 
passages of the Old Testament, and communicate 
much useful infonnation respecting the h 



whioh it was -written ; aud wlien. general attention 
began to be directed to tlie study of tliia language, 
there was no other quartet at the time <o which the 
student could have recourse for the instruction neci 
aary to his success. The first preachers and missic 
arieB of the Gospel of Christ were Jewe ; and it is 
the instrumentality, either direct or indirect, of m 
of this nation, that, under the blessing of the Head of 
the Church, we are to ascribe the first introduction 
and continued existence of Christianity in our own 
land, and throughout the extent of the Christian 
world. To tlie same source must also he referred all 
the temporal blessings which Christianity has brought 
with it into the countries in which it ha.i been estab- 
lished. 

Such being our debt of obligation, it is but equit- 
able that we should consider what we can do for the 
descendants of those to whose ancestors we owe so 
much ; and, as tlie greatest boon that we hare the 
means of conferring upon them, it is our duty to 
take every measure that can give promise of success 
to impart to them the blessings of the Gospel, that, 
through our mercy, they also may obtain mercy. 

In reference to this object, there are two considera- 
tions that naturally suggest tliemselves to our regard 
— the difficulties with which the accomphshing of this 
purpose may be found to he obstructed, and the n 
which, by the blessing of God, shall appear to pr 
the greatest probability of success. 

The opposition that is offered, by the fallen and 
corrupted state of human iiEiiure. to tW Ttr.fn&isi; 
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the GrOBpel of Christ, in its native purity and efficacy, 
may well be expected to exist imd operate in the cnee 
of the Jen's ; and this opposition, on the part of the 
great mass of the people, has been found to manifeat 
itself with peculiar obstinacy dow-n to the present day. 
In their case, this oppoBitioD has heen strengthened by 
particular causes, and bas been displayed in particular 
foncB, arising trom the particular circumatancea in 
"which they have been placed. 

There in nothing that more increases the difficulty 
of encountering and overcoming error, than whsn it 
is grafted on what must be felt and acknowledged 
by the assailant to be truth. A system of mere un- 
mixed error could never withstand any attack that 
might be made upon it ; but, perhaps, such a syetem 
is scarcely to be found among mankind, without any 
germ of truth, however small, to give it some hold of 
tJie minds of its adherents. It is evident that, in 
proportion to the extent and importance of the truth 
that may be blended with an erroneous creed, and. 
that may, indeed, form the basis on which it rests, 
will be the difficulty that will be experienced by the 
assailant, who endeavoura to subvert the errors that 
derive their support in the minds of those with whom 
he contends, from that which in itself must ever be 
inipregnable to every attack. Now, this is exactly , 
the condition of the Jewish mind with respect to the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, in the case of those 
at least who profess to regard them as invested with 
all the sanctJons of a revelation of the will of Ood ; 
iibA a Christian, in arguing with a Jew of this de- 



scription, atid in enforcing the claims that the Gospel 
has to his acceptance, will often be met with objec- 
tions which to his own mind will have little force, but 
whiph he will perceive to present u formiHahte ap- 
pearance to the mind hy which they are ui^ecl. and 
which he will feel to require peculiar delicacy in con- 
ducting the argument in which he is engaged. The 
Jew takes his stand on the acknowledged fact, that 
the Mosaic Law was of divine origin, enforced by 
the most awful sanctions ; and when he finds that 
its injmictions were commanded to be observed for 
ever, and that the breach or the neglect of ihcm was 
to be visited with the severest punishment, it is not to 
be wondered at, that he regards them all as of equal 
authority, and of perpetual obligation ; and that he 
should hesitate to embrace a system by which so many 
of these institutions have beea expressly set aside. He 
finds that a certain day of the week was commanded, 
by God, to be devoted to the exercises of divine wor- 
ship, and receiving this command as equally binding 
in T^ard to the particular day to be observed, as in 
regard to the great purpose for which it was appointed, 
it b not unnatural that he should look unlavoivably 
on B system which, in apparent contmdiction to the 
command that he has been accustomed to venerate, has 
substituted another day in its place. There are some 
observances, indeed, which th e circumstances of the 
Jews, in their dispersion, have rendered it impossible 
for them to practise ; but this interruption they regard 
as only temporary ; and, as far as they have it in their 
power, it is their endeavour to ad\ieice V\\\iw:pi'^\it«» 
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fidelity to the literal obligation of the j 
tEuned in the ritual of Moses. 
But, in addition, to the cimonical Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, it is well known that the great body 
of the Jewish people have, for many ages, been accns- 
tomed to receive a mass of traditional records, which 
fliey profess to regard with reverence, as coeval with 
the written Law of Moses, and as equally of divine 
authority, though not Gommitt^d to writing till a con^ 
uderable time after the commencement of their present 
disperuon. The spirit of these traditions is deddedly 
adverse to the spirit of Christianity ; and absurd and 
incoherent as they generally are, and obvious as the 
refutation of them might appear to be, it ie not found 
so easy as it might seem, to excite a perception of their 
absurdity in those minds tbiit have been accustomed 
to associate with them ideas of reverence and authority, 
^^^^ and even to look on the ridiculous form of the gjtfb 
^^^L as an express indication of the treasures of hidden 
^^^^1 wisdom that it invests. 

^^^^H There are some, however, especially among the 
^^^^V learned men of the Jews, to be found in certain coun- 
^^^^H tries, whose rejection of Christianity does not originate 
^^^^r in any peculiar ieveren«e either for the traditions of 
their fatliers, or for the records of divine trudi con- 
tained in the Scriptures of the Old Testament. There 
are men to be found among them who have deeply 
imbibed the spirit of that neology which, in some 
countries, has infected the schools of professing Chris- 
tian divines ; and whicli, denying the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, bus throv™ a fatal blight over the field of 
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theological literature wherever this infidel spirit has 
prevailed. By these men, though thcj join the wor- 
ship of the Byni^ogue, and even, in same cases, bear 
an official part in its observances, the divinely iospireil 
lawgiver, whose writings they read as the basis of the 
national belief, is degraded to the rank of a mere 
human legislator; and even charged with fraud and 
imposture, as pretending to have pcrfonned miraculous 
works, of which these persons deny the possibility ; 
and as having recorded in his writings what they can- 
not believe to be true. These men regard all religions 
with equal indifference, and therefore, though their 
national laith, whatever may be their externa] profes- 
sion, possesses no hold of their hearts, it cannot be 
expected that, while they remain in this temper of 
mind, they should listen with attentjon to any argu~ 
ment that the advocate of Christianity may addre^ 
to tbeni. In entering into conversation with them 
on the subject of religion, the same ground must be 
occupied as in the case of infidels in general ; and the 
divine inspiration of the Scriptures, as a revelation of 
the will of God, must be discussed and proved, in 
reference to the writings of the Old Testament as well 
as to those of the New. 

Indifference to religion is also found to characterise 
a very numerous clasB, who are so completely engrossed 
with the occupations of business, and the affairs of 
the present life, that the concerns of their souls and 
of an eternal world are entirely banished from their 
view. Till this indifference be removed, and till a 
spirit of serious in<[iury be escited, it wo«.\A W -*-iam 
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to hope that the claims of the Gospel of Christ to 
their r^aid would be addressed to them with any 
prospect of success. 

A grierous obstacle that exists iu the way of any 
attempt to make a salutary impresBion on their minda, 
results from the lamentable ignoraace of their own 
Scriptures, that is found in the case of mnltitudes 
among thein. That this ignorance should be so pre- 
valent is not to be wondered at, from the mode in 
which their schools are conducted ; for all the scrip- 
tural instruction that the children receive appears to 
consist entirely in the practice of reciting Hebrew 
passages with great rapidity, in a chanting tone, and 
with vehement gesticulation ; while there is a total 
absence of any indication of a feeling of rererence, or 
even of the perception of the meaning of what is thus 
recited. This deficiency on the part of the schools 
is not supplied hy the service of the synagogue. No 
provision is there made for imparting religious instrue- 
tjon to the people. The reading of the sections of the 
Law and of the Prophets is not conducted in a vray 
that can promote any usefiil purpose ; and the genera) 
irreverence vrith which the whole service is performed, 
is a mournful proof of the absence of all reli^ous feel- 
ing, and of all spiritual knowledge and discemment- 

While such as has been described is the general 
condition of the Jewish mind with respect to religion, 
it cannot he supposed that the tone of moral feeling 
and pracrice can be high ; and yet, when questioned 
regarding the terms of acceptance with God. and the 

land of their hope of obtaining his favour, and of 
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being admilted to the enjoyment of everlasting happi- 
nt'ss, their answers inTariably show flint their eipec- 
tations are founded on their own worka of obeiUenee 
iir of repentance ; with a reference, perhaps, to the 
unquaU6ed mercy of God. They are still, os in the 
days of the ApoBtle Paul, going about to establiah 
their own righteousness; and in the pride of their 
imaginary merit, dejivL-d from the practice of external 
obBerrancea, they are still as far as ever from a dis- 
position to submit tliemselves to tlie righteousneaa of 
Ciod, provided for sinful man in the Gospel of the 
Lord JeauB Christ. 

With regai'd to the whole liody of the Jews, there 
are circumstances associated in their minds with their 
ideas of Christianity, which cannot but tend to give 
lh«n an unfavourable impression of it. They cannot 
he auppo.sed to have foij;of tlie pereecutions to which, 
in former times, they were aiibjected by those who 
called tliemselves Christians ; nor can they he insen- 
sible to the harehnesB with which they are even still 
treated in some countries denominated Christian ; and 
as multitudes of them have neier had an opportunity 
of witnessing any other representation of Christianity 
but the corrupt and idolatrous form in which they 
have been accustomed to behold it in Romnn Cathohc 
eountries, it is not to be wondered at, that they should 
turn with avcrvion from a system so much at variance 
with the Word of God, and exhibitinf;, with so ofl«n- 
aive prominence, ii direct violation of one of the pre- 
cepts of the Decalogue. To efface such impressions 
as ihesi' from their minds, the Clmstia.n mwavrtwa^ 
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^^^H will never iail to address theia in the lan^age of 
^^^P kindness, — ^ving them continual proof of the deep 
^^^ interest that the Church of Christ takes in their wel- 
I fare; and his expositions of Christian truth will be 

I such as to lead them 1x) discern and appreciate the 

I wide distinction between pure Christianitj and every 

I spurious foFDi that has usurped its name. 

L Formidable, however, as are the obstructions that 

^^^H lie in the wa; of the conversion of the Jews, the pro- 
^^^^k vision that exists for overcoming them is such as to 
^^^^P inspire an encouraging and well-grounded hope of 
^^* success. Some degree of encouragement might be 
derived from a reference to the general priaciples of 
human nature. According to the primary constitu- 
tion of our being, there is a natural adaptation of truth 
to the mind of man. It is absurd to say that any 
Ibrm of error is absolutely invincible ; and yet how 
often was this assertion made in the case of the Hin- 
doos, by those who were hostile to the proposal of 
preaching the Gospel to them ; and how completely 

Las its fallacy been evinced by experience. Yet it is 

^^^^L to be feared, that ivhere prejudices have acquired an 
^^^H ascendancy over the mind, the power of mere objec- 
^^^^P live truth, unaided by a higher influence, may be found 
m too feeble to secure the victory ; and in the case of the 

I truths of Divine Revelation, so distasteful to the bent 

I of the carnal mind, the natural hardness of the human 

[ heart in man's fallen condition ivill continue to lepel 

V them, till it he effectually subdued and brought under 

^^^ their influence by the power of the Spirit of God. 
^^^^H/wherever the Gospel is preached in its purity, j 
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never unaccompaoied with some portion of this power. 
There are specific piomisea of aucceaa given in the 
Word of God, in connection with the command to 
preach the Gospel to every creature ; and it is in virtue 
of tliese promiaea tliat the Gospel has made its way in 
the midst of all opposition, and continues to difiiise 
itself in the world. It is on the ground of these pro- 
mises that the Christiaa missionaries are at this nio~ 
ment labouring in heathen lands, and that their labours 
are crowned with tlie results that are accompanying 
them ; and equal encouragement will be found to exist 
in the case of the Jews, however great the obstacles 
ore that present themselves in that quarter. Oa this 
topic, it is sufGeient to refer to the many particular 
prophecies in the Old Testament respecting the final 
return of God's ancient people, and the express decla- 
rations in the New, that the time will come when the 
veil shall he taken away from their heart, and when 
all Israel shall be saved. 

The conversion of the Jews, as well as of the rest 
of mankind that are strangers to the Gospel of Christ, 
is to be expected from the blessing of God on the right 
1 of Christian instrumentality. Christianity 
s ivithin itself the germ of its own expansion ; 
for wherever it has been sincerely embraced, wherever 
its power is felt, wherever its blessings are rightly 
appreciated, there will be a corresponding desire and 
endeavour to impart to others the possession of so 
valuable a gift. The appointment, therefore, of Chris- 
tian missionaries to labour among the Jews, must 
obviously be the first step towards tl 
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And in ent«iiiig on the work, the first thing that 
presents itself is the encouragement resulting from the 
existence uf a common ground in the case of those 
Jews who receive and reference the Old Testament as 
a revelation irom God. It is true that the Jew Icxiks 
upon many parts of it in a iight diflferent irom that in 
which they are regarded hy the Christian ; hut there 
is an ohvious advantage to be derived from the very 
circumstance, that it is the same record to which both 
appeal as the ground of the belief which they respec- 
tively entertain. It is obvious, therefore, that a mis- 
sionary lo the Jews must be well acquainted with the 
Old Testament in its original form ; that he must be 
familiar with all the peculiarities of the language in 
which it is written, and tliat he must have made a par- 
ticular study of the whole of its contents ; for he will 
probably find, that, from unexpecied quarters, the Jew 
will derive arguments in support of his views, which 
the Christian missionary must he prepared to encounter. 

It is of great importance, that those who are to 
labour among the Jews as Christian missionaries be 
well acquainted with their peculiar habits of thought, 
and possess some knowledge of the manner in whi<^ 
these habits have been formed. The success of an 
argument is,' perhaps, as much dependent on the man- 
ner in which it is stated, and the adaptation of its form 
to the mental habits of those to whom it is addressed, 
as on tlie subatanlial force of the ailment itself. Now, 
the Jewish mind is exceedingly peculiar in its modes 
of conception, even with regard to matters of gen eafl' 

lowledge, as well as to the subject of rehgion. 



peculiarity is fully displayed in the wTitingg of their I 
learned men, of which the mode of expression is I 
moulded on the styk of the Hebrew Scriptures, though 
their phraseology is far inferior in purity of diction, 
and Dot uufrequeutly debased with burbariBm. The 
insulated miture of Jewish studies has contributed ti 
coii£nn these peculiar habits, and to establish them a 
a characteristic national featme ; and he who would , 
wish to come &iriy into contact with the Jewish mind, 
must accommodate himself Co the channel by which 
it is moat accessible. 

Some knowledge of Jewish literature will, therefore, 
be of great utility to the Christian missionary. It 
will show him, in the most satisfactory manner, the 
way in which the Jewish habits of thinking have been 
formedi and will enable him to adapt himself^ in his 
intercourse with the people, to their peculiar modes 
of mental perception. The Lest introduction to this 
study is a &miliar acquaintance witli the Hebrew 
Scriptures, not only on account of the general similarity 
of expression, but also because quotations from the 
Old Testament are to be found proiiisely interspersud 
throughout the Jewish books ; and the maimer in 
which these are generally addaced, requires an intimate 
knowledge of the original to be able to trace them to 
the place from which they nre taken. This litem- 
ture is of great extent, and of very unequal value ; 
and as life is short, and ther«^ is much to he done in 
Hccomplishing the object in view, it will be well to 
make a selection of those parts of it that are of most 
direct practical importance. Among these, li ^(uviv. I 
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Bent pbee moMSt be gtw^at to ibe CUdee pan^uases 
anddiebertofdieidbliiiiicdLciMnMiitaiies; fiir these 
eapeciaD J die fiDOBer, wiQ be foaiid to ghne important 
awwtiiw e, in manr instances^ in estnbiishii^ the 
pfDof finoin the pvophetical vinlii^s i^m nling the 



In cMnmnnkalii^ to the Jewish mind the know- 
ledge oC Chiistian tmdi, and enlbrang the pvoofe by 
whidi it is sopported, it is a &ToiiiaMe circiimstanoe, 
that the phraseology of die New Testament is in p^ftct 
accoidanoe with the pecohar fwms of Heloew thon^t 
and expresBHm, and diat so great &cility lesnltB fi^m 
this acocNrdanoe for translating the New Testament into 
Hebrew, and thus presenting the Christian reoords to 
the Jews in a form the most likelj to attract their 
attention. The importance of sach a translation was 
too obyions to be oyeilooked. The Society that has 
long been established in EIngland for the conTersion 
of the Jews, hare, among dieir mnltipHed and admir^ 
able labours, deroted much attention to this objeet ; 
and the most recent form of the Hebrew translation 
of the New Testament, published under dieir super- 
intendence, makes a close approximation to classical 
purity of Hebrew style, and presents an excellent 
model of Christian phraseology in the sacred language 
of the Jews. 

By a part of the Jewish nation, the authority of 
the Talmudical and Rabbinical traditions is rejected. 
The Karaites regard the Old Testament Scriptures 
alone as the standard of their belief; and among them, 
accordingly, the work of the Christian missionary may 
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lie expected to be simplified, — as the argument de- 
duced from the Hebrew Scriptures ivould, in this case, 
be unimpaired by the intervention of human authority. 
With the Samaritans, the argument would assume 
ii somewhat different form. As they receive only the 
books of Moses, the comraencement must be made with 
the prophecies of a Messiah contained in them ; and 
in proceeding with the argument, the proofs must be 
adduced that evince the Divine inspiration and autho- 
rity of the other books contained in tlie Hebrew cnnon. 
There ia much encouragement to be derived from 
the commencement of a reformation that is now taking 
place among the Jews of Hungary, many of whom are 
rejecting the authority of the Talmud, and giving more 
of their attention to the study of the Inspired Records. 
Improvements have been introduced into the mode of 
conducting the worship of the synagogue, and dis- 
courses are now addressed to the people, for the pur- . 
pose of instructing them in the knowledge of the J 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, and inculcating upon J 
them the observance of mora! duties. It would mani- I 
featly be the object of the Christian missionary, in 1 
circumstances such as these, to avail himself of so pro- I 
miaing an opportunity of leading minds, thus engaged 1 
in the search of something better than that to which I 
they had been previously accustomed, into the spiritual I 
understanding of their own Scriptures. Thisisavery I 
important part of the great field of missionary labour f 
among (he Jews; and it will probably attract early 1 
BttMition as an eligible station for this purpose. fl 

^^HL powerful auxihary to thelabouta a£'*^«,^\t\\«:^jai&.l 



muBoiiazT amoBc me Jews^ as Ibk been found to be 
die case with leipeet o tioaiieB mataam^ m dial whidi 
would be aiEoided br wiefi-directed fdfiiHui to im- 
pait to tbeir duidren tlie blwmg of •omd cdncatioo. 
Tlwir own achoob seem to be in general ezceedin^j 
defecdTe. as instnini«it> of oanrcjing waj Tsliiable 
infonnadon to the mindi of the popik ; and it if 
well known how nnfiToazable to the interarta of true 
rdigion a state of ignoranoe has alwajs been fiMmd. 
The more intdligent Jews themselTes begin to be 
sensible of the disadTanages nnder which the great 
body of the people hare loi^ laboured, for want of 
the means of efficient instnicdon ; and, as an instance 
of die efforts that in some cases thej aie making for 
remedying this eril, the coarse of instruction appointed 
to be parsued in the Jewish insntndon that has re- 
cendy been established at L^hom» is exacd j on the 
sTstem of mutual instmcdon so well known in tbk 
country, for the education of the Touth of their com- 
munitj in die grammatical knowledge of the Hebrew 
language, in die reading and translating of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, in Jewish learning, and in the elements of 
tome at least of the branches of general knowledge. 
This institution, indeed, is founded endrely on 
Jewish principles, being established and supported by 
the Jews among themselves ; but if it be so conducted 
as to expand the minds of the pupils, and to give them 
a desire for £udier information on subjects of real 
udlity, it will tend progressively to raise the standard 
of thought and inquiry among them, and may be the 
means eventually of leading to more important results. 
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The Jews at Leghorn aeem to be perfectly accessible, 
and ready to enter into conrersatioii on the subject of 
religion ; and this place may b« mentioned aa a station 
which it would he very desirable to occupy, more 
especially as, from the frcquen<;y of commercial inter- 
oonrfie, and the number of our countrymen resident 
there, a Christiaa pastor ill connection with the Church 
of Scotland would always find many among whom his 
labours would be usefiilly employed, and gratefully 
reeeiyed. 

In Borne places Jews arc to bo found who are 
anxioos to receive the blessing of Christian and gene- 
ral instruction for themselves and their taniilies ; but 
they ore deterred trom making an open profession 
of their wish, by their dread of the tyranny of their 
Babbies, who, throughout the Turkish empire, have 
the power of inflicting punisbment on the members 
of their respective communities, and who are always 
ready to exerciae this power in the case of any Jew 
that would show a. disposition to embrace the Chris- 
tian liiith. A particular reference, in illustration of this 
statement, may be made to the case of Siuyrua, — 
where many promising inquirers after truth were 
found, especially among the young, some of whom 
were busily eng^ed in private in reading a transla- 
tion of the New Testament into Judwo-Spjmiah 
(whicJi, in fact, is Spanish very little corrupted, and 
still spoken by the descendants of the Jews, who were 
expelled from Spain about the end of the fifteenth 
century). Mr Cohen, a. converted Jew, who has for 
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years, the difficulty is proportionally increased, and 
the success of the application diminished. 

In every instance, the work of human conversion 
is God's. He alone can render the means effectual 
that are in any case employed for this purpose ; but 
there is every encouragement to be derived firom a 
reference to His express promises and declarations 
virith respect to the Jews, for entertaining the hope 
that His blessing will not be withheld from the en- 
deavours that are made, in humble and single-hearted 
dependence on the all-powerful influence of His Holy 
Spirit, for gathering the dispersed of Israel into the 
fold of Christ. To pray for His blessing, therefore, 
is no less a duty, than the sedulous application of 
appropriate means. He has declared, that the work 
shall be accomplished ; but for this will He be in- 
quired of by those who are desirous that the day of 
the redemption of Israel should draw nigh. " Ye that 
make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and give 
him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jeru- 
salem a praise in the earth." 
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THE CALL OP ABRAHAM, AND THE DESIGN OP 000 
IN 8ELECTINQ THE JEWS AS HIS PECULIAR 

TEOPLE. 
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There is a declaration of our Lord and Saviour, in 
a conversation with a woman of Samarin, at Jacob's 
Well, recorded in the 4th chapter of the Gospel by 
John, which, though expressed in few words, contains 
much, meriting the serious nttention both of Jews and 
Christians. The womaji, perceiving that He was a 
Prophet, inquired of him, whether they should worship 
at the mountain of Samaria, or at Jerusalem ? Our 
Lord, in answering her inquiry, said, " Ye worship ye 
know not what : we know what we worship : for sal- 
vation is of the Jews." Salvation is of tlie Jews. 
During tlie whole period of the Old Testament dis- 
pensation, the knowledge of the living and true Uod, 
ondof the manner in which he ought to be worshipped. 
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3 confined to the nation of Israel, and to such 
individuals among heathen nations as derived that 
knowledge through their means. Then, accordingly; 
salvation was of the Jews. Under the Christian dis- 
pensation, again, the Gospel firet sounded forth from 
Jerusalem ; the first preachers of the Gospel were 
Jews; yea, the verj falling away of the Jewa was 
mode sabservient to the spreading of the Gospel among 
the Gentiles. Under the Chrisdau dispensatioii, then, 
salvation is still of the Jews. And when God ahall 
again set up an ensign for the sations, and shall as- 
semble the outcasts of Israel, and gather in the dis- 
persed of Judah&om the four comers of the earth, and 
re-establish them in their own land, the Gospel shall 
again, through their means, sound forth from Jeru- 
salem unto all the nations of the earth ; for, if the 
felling away of them be the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be (to the Gentiles) 
but as life from the dead ? Then, also, salvation shall 
be of the Jews. Above ail, it is never to be forgotten 
that the Saviour himself, the author and finisher of 
our faith, was, as concerning the flesh, descended fimn 
that nation. In this respect eminently, it may be said 
that salvation is of the Jews. 

These words of our blessed Lord, then, may serve 
as an introduction to the subject, to which I am aow 
to direct your attention, namely, The call of Abraham, 
and the purposes to be answered by the selecting of 
the nation of Israel from among all other nations, to 
bo Ood'a ohosen people. The history of the nation <tf ' 
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Israel, at all times mt(;reEtiiig, is becoming more and 
more interesting every daj, in proportion as the time 
is drawing near for the accomplisLinent of the great 
things which God hath promised to that highly-favour- 
ed people ; and I rejoice in the measures which have 
of Lite been adopted in this and other Christian lands, 
for turning the attention of Christians, and Jews also, 
to their present state and future prospects. Among 
the mensures to be adopted with this view, it has been 
thought adTisahle, and what mayprove interesting and 
edifying to Christians, and to those Jews who may 
he disposed to avail themselves of the opportunity, to 
have delivered a series of Discourses upon this subject, 
which, though occupying a Tery prominent place in 
the Scriptures, has been kept too mncb in the back- 
ground hy professing Christians; and I have been 
requested to commence the series of Discourses referred 
to, by carrying your thoughts tack to the origin of the 
nation of Israel in the call of Abraham. To this sub- 
ject the portion of Scripture which has been read has 
a direct reference ; and I am persuaded that we shall 
find, in the contemplation of the call of Abraham, 
what ought to be deeply interesting to all of us, as 
standing connected with our highest hopes for eter- 
nity. We shall find in it what should engage us to 
take a very deep interest in our Jewish brethren, who 
have BO prominent a place assigned to them in the 
arrangement of God's plans of providence and grace ; 
and we shall find in it whiit should calf forth the 
est interest in the minds of those of God's ancient 
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people wlio may be present. Be assured, ye descend- 

I Hnts of Abraham, that we are much concerned for 

I your welfare. Our heart's desire aad our prayer for 

s, that you may be sared, and that you may all 

share in that salvation which is of the Jews. 

Now may the Spirit, so often promised both in Old 
Testament Scriptures and in the New Testament Scrip- 
tures, be poured out abiradantly upon us all, that the 
truth of God may be plainly declared to us, — that 
hearing we may believe, and that believing we may 
rejoice in that salvation that is of the Jews. 

Our attentJon is here directed to the call of Abra- 
ham. It was a call, you see, fi^m God, to leave lua 
country and kindred, and to sojourn iu a strange land, 
with the promise, however, that the land of his so- 
journing should be given to him and to his posterity 
for an inheritance. But the time Cor the fiilfilment 
of this promise being distant, and there being rarimu 
occurrences in the course of Providence, that to human 
apprehension seemed to obstruct the accomplishment 
of the promise, Abraham's faith was severely tried. 
But he stood the trial. He was thereby taught to 
Kvp a life of faith, to be separated from the vrorldf 
and to have all his hopes resting simply on the pro- 
mise of the true and faithful Jehovah. And this 
promise, for the strengthening of his faith, Qod was 
pleased to confirm with his oath ; and Abraham, in 
leading this life of faith, became a pattern to othos 
in succeeding ^es ; and he has been denominated die 
Father of the Faithful. 
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What merits special attention here is, that, Ci 
nected with the cull of Abraham, there was a rerela- 
tioti made to hira of God's everlasting corenant, nhich 
was afterwards confirmed to l&oac and to Jacob ; and 
this coTenant wns, I conceive, substantially the sn 
that is denominated the covenant of grace, having 
a reference to the plan and purpose of God's shoiring 
mercy to sinnerB of mankind, through the mediation 
of his Iieloved Son, accompanied with the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. This covenant ia founded in th 
counsels of peace and good-will towards men, between 
the Father and the Son in the Spirit from eternity. 
In this covenant the two parties are the Father and 
the Son, in the stead of the elect, God, even the 
Father, according to his own free and sovereign mercy, 
gives to his Son »n innumerable multitude of the 
fallen race of man, to be by him delivered from guilt 
and condemnation, restored to the favour and fellow- 
ship of God, adopted into his family, sanctified and 
saved with an ererlasting salvation. And he engages 
to be with his Son. and to carry him through amidst 
all the trials and sufferings connected with his arduous 
undertaking, and to invest him vi-ith all power and 
authority in heaven and in earth, yea, to give him n 
name above every name that is named in heaven or 
in earth, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, and every tongne confess that Jesus Christ is 
Ijord to the glory of the Father. In this covenant, 
again, the Son of God willingly undertakes the cha^e ^ 
i l« him, and becomes bound for its acoom- 
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I pliatHDent, and for this purpose consents to assume 
~ die nature of man, that in that nature he might mag- 
nify the law, and make it honouruble by his all-perfect 
obedience, and that in that nature he might endure 
the curse of the law, and thus open np a way of re- 
conciliation between God and sinners believing in faim. 
Christ is therefore the Surety of this coYenant, havii^ 
ratified it by the shedding of his own blood, called 
the blood of the covenant. He is called the Angel 
or Messenger of the covenant, by whom it is pro- 
claimed to sinners. He is called the Covenant, being 
himself the substance of the covenant, in whom all 
its promises are yea and amen, for ever. " I hare 
given htm," saith God by his prophet, " to be a 
Covenant to the people." It is by bis Spirit accom' 
panying the Word of the Gospel, that sinners are 
called to share in the biessings of this covenant. It 
JB in believing the testimony which God hath girest 
concerning bis Son, with whom his covenant atandv 
faat for ever, that we lay bold of God's strength, and 
have peace, and partuke of all the blessings of tbe 
covenant, that is ordered in all things, and sure. God 
revealed this covenant to Abraham ; and Abraham, 
seeing in it tbe day of Christ, though afar off, rejoiced 
1 and believed, and it was counted to him for righteous- 
I ness, And all who thus believe are tbe children of 
Abraham by faith, and are blessed witli faithful 
Abraham. 

But in God's revealing bis covenant to Abraham, 
there was a speciality with regard to himself and k 
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descendants, in the line of Isaac and Jacob, that does 
not hold with regard to the Gentile nationa. This 
speciality referred to the giving to him and to his 
posterity the land of Canaan for an inheritance, in- 
clnding also all God's special manifestations to them, 
as his chosen people. And what, above all, merits 
our attention in what was pecuhur to Abraham and 
his posterity, is the promise, that in him and in his 
seed all nations of the earth should be blessed. It was 
herein, as an apostle tells us, that the Crospel was 
preached to Abraham ; and it is here, I apprehend, 
that we have the key to unfold to us the desipi of 
the call of Abraham, and of the selecting of the nation 
of Israel from all the nations. It had a special re- 
ference to the gradual unfolding of God's purpose of 
mercy to sinners of mankind in bis beloved Son. I 
shall, therefore, I conceive, be executing the depart- 
ment of service committed to me, in commencing a 
series of DiscourBes in reference to the Jews, by setdng 
before you some of the ways in which the selection of 
the nation of Israel from among other nations was 
made subservient to the unfolding of the plan of re- 
demption, and preparing the way for the appearing of 
the Saviour in this world, in the fulness of time. 

I. In the very act of selecting the nation of Israel 
from among all the nations, to be God's chosen people, 
as well as in all the signal manifestations of God's 
favour to them, when selected, there was given a 
visible emblem of God's absolute sovereignty in the 
adeedou of those who shall finally share in all the 
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^^^^1 blessinge of liis solvation. It was not because tliere 
^^^^H was any thing better in the nntion of Israel dmn in 
^^^^B other natioDE, that God chose them. Repeatedlj 
^^^^1 were they told that this ivas not the case. " Not for 
^^^^1 yoor sakes, not for your aakes, but for mine own 
^^^^K name's sake have I done it." And thus is it in God's 
^^^^1 purpose of mercy to einners of mankind. Tke whole 
^^^^H plan originated in the Iree, sovereign, und unmerited 
^^^^B love of God. It is from first to last wholly a work 
^^^^1 of grace. All boasting on the part of man must be 
^^^^H for ever renounced. The whole world has become 
^^^^B guilty before God. He will liavc mercy on whom 
^^^^1 be will have mercy, and whom he will he hardenetb. 
^^^^p It is Dot by works of righteousness that we have done, 
^^^^ but according to liia own purpose of mercy hath he 
r saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and the 

I renewing of the Holy Ghost. This doctrine of Ood's 

P absolute sovereignty is very htmibling to the pride of 

' our fallen nature, and we are backward to receive it. 

But it is the doctrine of the Scriptures; and it is the 
doctrine of reason too : for surely God may do what 
he will with his own. And all who are partakCTa of 
tbis salvation will acknowledge, that salvation cuoe 
to them freely, and will be disposed to say, "Not unto 
lis, not imto us, Lord, but to thy name give the 
gioTj, for thy mercy and for thy truth's sake." Here, 
then, observe, that in the very act of selecting the 
nation of Israel to be God's chosen people, one step 
s taken to prejiare men for receiving the hurabbng 
f the Gospel ; that, as we are lying ante 
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n seutence of condemnation, we can do nothing to 
accomplish our own deliverance, and that, if we are 
saved, it must he by grace, and the whole glory of 
salyation must be for ever ascribed to God alone, to 
whom it is due : so that, with the most lowly thoughts 
of ourselves, and with the most admiring thoughts 
of God's infinite esaltation, and marvellous conde- 
scension and grace towards sinners of mankind, we 
may here exclaim with the apostle, " 0, the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom sad the knowledge of 
God ! How unsearchable are his judgments, and bis 
ways past finding out ! For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord, or who hath been his counaellor? 
or who baih first given to hjnn, and it shall be recom- 
pensed to him again ? For of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all things : to whom be glory for ever, 

II. The selection of the nation of Israel from among 
the nations, to he God's chosen people, was snbser* 
Tient to the advancement of the scheme of salvation, 
and a preparation for the coming of the Saviour, by 
preserving upon the earth the knowledge of the one 
trae and living God, and the worship due to him, 
when, without such an arrangement, that knowledge 
would have been altogether lost, God has, indeed, 
at DO time left himself witbout a witness upon the 
earth, all his works declaring his eternal power and 
Godhead. But in consequence of the alieniition of 
men's minda and hearts from God, they do not Uke 
to retain the knowledge of God in their hearts ;,they 
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wish rather to have gods of their own making, and 
like themselves. The experiment has heen made, 
and it is found to hold true universally of all nations, 
harharous or civilized, that, when left merely to the 
light of their own understandings, they continue in 
the grossest ignorance of the true Grod. The world, 
vdth all its wisdom, hath not known Qod ; and it is 
evident that the knowledge of the one true and living 
God was eminently suhservient in preparing the way 
for the coming of the Saviour. For the Saviour 
was to come from God, to give men brighter displays 
of his adorable perfections, to give them clearer views 
of the nature of the worship that is due to God, and to 
give them more enlarged conceptions of the blessedness 
to be experienced in the enjoyment of this favour. 
It is evident that by the selection of the people of 
Israel from the other nations, much clearer discoveries 
of the character, and work, and ways of God, were 
enjoyed by them than by the other nations. It may 
be remembered, too, that while all these discoveries 
were made directly to the people of Israel, various 
individuals of the other nations did, from intercourse 
with them, get advantage of these discoveries, and 
were brought to the knowledge of the God of Israel. 
During the whole period, then, of the Jewish dispen- 
sation, the kmd of Israel was the Goshen of the earth, 
when they had light in their dwellings, while all the 
other nations, like the rest of Egypt, were involved in 
midnight darkness. Accordingly, it was to the Jews, 
thus prepared by previous knowledge of the true 
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God, that the Gospel wus first preached ; and it was 
upon their rejecting the Gospel, that the apoades 
said, ''* Lo, wc turn to the Gentiles, for so hath the 
Xiord commanded us." 

III. The selection of the nation of Israel from 
among the other nations to be God's chosen people, 
was made suliservlent to the coming of the Sariour, 
because, by all the ordinances of the ceremonial law, 
there was continually before them a visible type or 
emblem of Ohrist, and the good things of the CSospe). 
Here a very wide field lies before me, in the inTcsti- 
gation of whicli 1 cannot !it present enter into anv 
minute details. I hope it may be made the subject of 
inquiry by itself, in the series of those addresses in 
reference to the state of the Jews. I would just state 
in general, that in Moses acting as mediator between 
God and the people of Israel, — in the appointment of 
Aaron to be the high priest, with his robes that were 
for beauty and for glory, — in the appointment of 
prophets, who were from time to time sent to them, 
to declare to them the counsel of God, — and in the 
appointment of kings to rule over them, particulRrly 
the kings David and Solomon,— these were typical 
representations of Cbiist, the one Mediator between 
God and man, — ihe Prophet, the Priest, and the 
Kingof bia Church. Again, in all the sacrifices that 
were daily offered upon the altar, there was continu- 
ally represented lo theia in type the all-perfect sacri- 
fice of Christ, that was in due time to be offered up. 
IMs f"^ very striking in the case of the paschal 
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lamb, in the scape-goat, and in the ashes of the leii 
heifei sprinkiing the unclean, of which we cannot 
speak particularly. Again^ in all theii religious 
which there was a conunem oration of 
temporal deliverances that had been wrought &i 
them, there was a looking forward to a &r greater 
and apiritual deliverance to be accomplished for them 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. In a ^vord, the whole 
economy of the ceremonial law waa throughout a 
shadowy representation of Christ, and the good things 
of the Gospel ; and thus the taw waa a schoolniastet 
to bring them to Christ. And to those of my Jewish 
brethren ivho may be present, and who have a. copy 
of the New Testament Scriptures, I would earnestly 
recommend a carefiil perusal of the Apostle Paul's 
Epistle to the Hebrews, You will find there the 
true key to open up to you the meaning of your f^ere- 
moniol institutions, and will, I am persuaded, see 
new light cast upon them, and mil discover in them 
a wisdom, consistency, and beauty, which you neTO 
saw before. They constituted eminently the glory of 
the Jewish dispensation. Yet it was a glory that 
was to fade away. But if that temporary ministm- 
tion was glorious, how much more that of which it 
was only the type and shadow ? Yea, however Mo- 
rions the Jewish dispensation was in itself, yet it 
seems to have no glory when compared with the 
greater glory of the Gospel, — that infinitely excels, 

IV. The selection of the nation of Israel ftovi 
among the other nations, to he God's chosen peogli^ 



was subseTvient to tbe coming- of the Saviour, becaoBe 
to them, aa depositories, were to be committed the 
IScripturea respecting the Messiah or Christ, who was 
to appear. In tUese prophecies were foretold the time 
of the Saviour's appearing, his birth-place, the won- 
derful works to be performed by Mm, the cruel treat- 
ment he was to meet with, iiis aufl'erings and death, 
his resurrection on the third day, his ascension 
heaven, his sending down the Holy Spirit, and the 
success that should accompany the preaching of the 
Qospel. In tlie early ages of the world, when the 
lives of patriarchs included centuries, the revelations 
which God made to one pLtriurch could easily be 
handed down from one patriarch to another by tra- 
dition. But when God saw it meet to shorten the 
lives of men, wbea the esl«nt of the revelations was 
to be enlarged, and ivben tlie number of men 
greatly increased upon the earth, it became necessary 
that the revelations of God to men should be com- 
mitted to writing, for the benefit of successive jiene- 
rations, and that these written revelations should be 
put in safe keeping and preservation. This accord- 
ingly was one purpose for which the nation of Israel 
was separated from the other nations, — that to them 
might be committed the oracles of the living God. 
And let it be mentioned, in justice to that nation, and 
to their honour, that they were fiiithful in keeping 
the precious deposit intrusted to their care. Among 
ail the sins charged upon them by their own j 
pbetB, they were never charged with corrupting the 



Scriptures. On the contrary, they have kept them 
with the greatest care. On to the time of oar LonTe 
aojoiHTiing upon earth, they had thein just as thej 
had received them from Moses and the Prophets ; 
and we find our Lord repealetlly referring to the 
Scriptures as in their band, and as of divine autho- 
rity, and commanding them to se<ui;h cheirown Scrip- 
tures, which testified of him. 

It does seem strange to ns Christians that, with 
iJiese Scriptures in their hands, Trhich hear so fiill 
teslimony to Christ, they should have rejected the 
Saviour when he did appear, and did liilfil all that 
Moses and the prophets had foretold respecting die 
Messiah. Bat this rejection of the Messiah by Ae 
great hody of the Jewish nation was foretold by their 
own prophets. " Who hath helieved our report, and 
to whom halh the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 
And this rejection of the Messiah has been overraled 
to famish a testimony to the truth nnd divine audio- 
rity of the Christian dispensation, wliich would have 
been wanting had the great body of the JevvTsh na- 
tion at once embraced the Gospel. For thus it is 
evident that there could be no agreement between 
Jews and Christiana to make any alterations upon the 
Jewish Scriptures, to make them appear more favonr- 
able to the Christian doctrine. As the Scriptures, on 
the testimony of which Christians rest in the belief 
that Jesus of Najiarcth is the Messiah there forWoH, 
are in the hands of the Jews, who do not heUeve in 
Jgsos ; had any attempt been made by Christii 
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alter the Jewish Scriptures, to render them more 
favourable to their views, such aa attempt wouJd 
h»ve been immediately detected and exposed bj tlie 
Jews. But DO Euch attempt was made by Chrii 
tians, uoi was there any need for such an attempt 
bmng made. They are thankful to the Jewish nation 
for having kept the Scriptttrea so carefolly. They 
have them now just as they received them from the 
Jews. They are grieved to think that there is still 
a veil upon the eyes of their Jewish brethren when 
they read their own Scriptores. But they rest assuri 
that the time is coming when the veil shall he r 
moved, when, in reading theiir own Scriptures, tliey 
shall he convinced that the long iooked-for Saviour is 
already come, when they shall receive him by fe 
as the Hope of Israel, and with us rejoice in that sal- 
vation which is of the Jews. 

V. The selection of the Jewish nation from among 
all nations, to be God's chosen people, prepared the 
way for the coming of the Saviour, because, by that 
nation being kept separate from other nations, their 
being divided into tribes, and these tribes kept dis- 
tinct, and accmate genealoj^eo being kept of the fami- 
lies of the different tribes, the fulfilling of those pro- 
phecies of Scripture which had foretold that Ohriat 
was to be descended from the tribe of JuJah, and 
from the family of David in that tribe, could more 
easily be proved. Much care was taken, it appears, 
among the Jews in preserving their geneitlogies. 
of their genealogical tables arc recorded in 
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^^^^^ their Scriptures. To ub those portions of tiie Oii 
^^^H Testament Scriptures ma; be less interesting nowi 1 
^^^^B have no doubt, however, that thej answered impop- 
^^^^1 tant purposes to the Jews. It is to be remembered 
^^^F that the Hebrew nainea are significant, and, aa mt 
f learn from luany instances, stood connected vH 

1 events in their history. In this respect thev mi^ 

recaU to them much that was interesdng in thellistoqf 
of their iamilies, and of the nation . And I am mn^ 
inclined to think that the Divine wisdom, ia recori* 
ing these genealogies, will more clearly appear, wlm 
the tribes of Israel and Judah are again brooght fcadt 
to their own land, and divided as formerly into theii 
several tribes. 

VI. The selection of tlie nation of Israel tarn 
among the other nations, prepared the way for tht- 
coming of the Saviour ; because, in consequence of 
the jirophecies respecting the coming of the Saviour 
contained in the Jewish Scriptures, some of whtdi 
gave intimation of the time of his appearing, there 
was an expectation awakened, not only in Judes, 
but in some of the surrounding countries, that a great 
Personage was to appear as King of Israel. The 
great body of the nation, indeed, rejected the Savkinr 
when he did appear, &om their having previoody 
wrong conceptions of the manner in which he yras la 
appear. They dwelt with delight on what is revealed 
of his coming in power and great glory, and over- 
looked what WEts foretold of his first coming in humiUr 
ation and suffering. But there vrere those among tbea 
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" who waited for the Consolation of Israel," — who, 
from a careful study of the prophecies, eipected hig 
appearing, and who were ready to reeeive him when 
he did appear ; and by means of them, there were 
those in other countries, also, who had an impression 
made upon their minds, that a great DeliTeier was 
t« arise in Israel. The case of the wise men of the 
Kast was singular, because they were, in a I^i^aeuloas 
manner, directed to the place where Christ was horn. 
But we may suppose that some accounts hod reached 
theiD, also, of the great Deliverer that was to appear. 
VII. But I hiiaten to a close ; and I only mention, 
once more, that the selection of the nation of Israel 
from among the other nations, was subservient to the 
coming of the Saviour ; because it was the purpose of 
God that the Saviour — the precious Seed — in whom 
all the nations of the earth are to be blessed, wag to 
be descended from them. And surely it was to be 
snppOBed, that the nation in whom was contained so 
utvaluable a blessing was to be kept with special care. 
Here, in these, was honour conferred on that nation 
altogether singular, and far above any privilege con- 
ferred upon any other nation. Accordingly, the 
Apostle Paul, when recounting the distinguished pri-- 
Tillies bestowed upon the nation of Israel, makes this 
the crowning blessing of all their privileges, — " To 
whom," saith he, " pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the services of God; whose are the fothere, and 
^^^^OU, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who 
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IB met all, God Wessed for ever. Amen." And 
we are brought back tigtua to Che point &(an 1* 
we set out, — " In thy seed Bhall all ^e nationaof III 
earth be blesaerl," Here is, indeed, the distu^niiid^ 
glory of the people of Israel, arid nhat at once ace 
for all God's special manifestatianB of tavonr towarii 
that people. He shovced his Word onto Jacob, t 
Blatutes unto Israel. '■' He hath not dealt so with m 
nation." Praise ye the Lord. 

My fiiends, let mo say to yon, the higtil^ fyfroBld 
land of lar&el is endeared to me abore all laada; Hi 
it is that spot of this earth which God made cfacMCtI 
for his own possesHon, when he assigned the iml 
the bounds of their habitations. " When the 1 
High divided to the nations their inheritance, win 
he separated the sons of Adam, he set (he hounds ti 
the people according to the number of the children^ 
Israel," — that is, reserring a portion for his c 
people ; " for the Lord's portion is his people, )&i 
Jacob is the lot of liis inheritance." The land ■( 
Israel is endeared to me shore all lands, because il h 
the land where patriarchs, and prophets, and rrwm ylid) 
people sojourned ; and where they beheld many bI^mI 
displays of God's majesty, and power, and glory. "Hie 
land of Israel is endeared to me above all lands, be 
that land gave birth to the SaTiour. There he Ured— 
there he performed many wonderful works — there ht 
sufiered and died, and was buried— there he roie td- 
umphant from the dead, as the first fruits of tliem that 
sleep — thence he ascended gloriouriy into bei 
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aud, as tbat land tvitnessed Lis liiuailiaUcai, and suf- 
ferings, and death, no it shall be favoured to wktneas 
bia return in power and great glory, — when he shall 
^t upon die throne of his father David, and shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for over. " Then the moou 
shall be confounded and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of Hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jeru- 
salem, and before his ancients glorinuslj." 

And the natiou of Israel is endeared to mc above 
all nations, because it is the uation selected by the 
Lord to be his peculiar people ; and to that nation 
God has been pleased to give many signal maniicsta- 
tions of his glory, and many special tokeaa of his 
ia>vour. The nation of Israel is endeared tu me above 
all nations, because they are the kinsman of my Laid 
and Saviour, accordbg to the ilesh ; and it is through 
them that the knowledge of the Saviour has been 
ooratnunicated to us. We have been ingrafted into 
their etock and root. They are sinners, indeed, as 
we all are ; and their sins are greatly aggravated by 
the consideration of the distinguished privileges which 
^ey bad long enjoyed. They have been for ages, and 
are at this day, under Ood's chastening hand, because 
they rejected the only Saviour, and crucified the Lord 
of glory; yet their fall has been overruled for the 
benefit of us Gentiles ; and God hath not utterly cast 
them off. There is even at this day, we have ground 
to hope, reserved among them, according to the elec- 
tion of grace, a. number who have not bowed the knee 
j..aDd a. tiue .o£ ^mn ik.y«t anaiting the 
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^^^H -whole nation. They now hang their harps upeadre 
^^^H inllows, and weep when they remember Ziom Zitki 
^^^H Kkid, "The Lord hnth forsaken me; my Qod I 
^^^H fergotten me ," But what saith the Lord ? "Caa'a 
^^^B woman forget her sucking child, tbaC she sfaoold not 
W have compassioa on the Bon of her womb ? yea, tfa^ 

I may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, X h 

I graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy w 

are continually before me." A time of favour ia jW 
awaiting them. "I will raise up," saith the Laid, 
" the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and cloaetlp 
the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his nAa, 
and I will build it as in the days of old." " And I mil 
bring again the captivity of my people of Tsra^Biid 
they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; 
they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 
And I will plant them upon their land, and they di^ 
no more be pulled up out of tlieir land, which I bxtt 
. given them, saith the Lord thy God." "And i 

^^^H the Lord hringeth back the captivity of his people, 
^^^^k Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad." 
^^^^P My Christian brethren, in closing this DiscmuK 
^^^™ need I say to yon, that we must acknowledge thatin 
times past we have not done, as individuals, and as a 
Church of Christ, all that we should have done, ftr 
promoting the weltare of our Jewish brethren ; nead 
I say to you, (bat, under the consciousness of port 
neglect, we should be the more desirous r 
an active part in such measures as may be adoptSdLfa 
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removing, if it may be done, that veil that is still upon 
their eyes when they read tlit^ir own Scriptures, and 
that they mtiy he convinced that the Saviour whom 
they look for is alreiidy come, and that he is even now 
ready to receive them ; and that, in receiving him by 
f^th now, they shall be ready to welcome his second 
coming, and to say, '^ Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord," And need I say to you, farther, 
that to all oilier means, we will add our fervent prayers 
on their behalf? — Yea ; let us pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love her peace. 
" Peace bo within thy walls, and prosperity within thy 
palaees. For my brethren and companions' sakes, I 
will now say. Peace be within thee. Because of the 
house of the Lord our Qod I will seek thy good." 

My Jewish brethren, be you persuaded that we 
sympathize deeply with you in your present depressed 
circumstances, that we would gladly do what may be 
in our power to lead you to the proper source of con- 
solation ; and that it is because we have found rest lo 
oiiT own souls in believing upon the Messiah revealed 
in yonr Scriptures, and because we know that there 
ia no salvation in any oilier, that we earnestly desire 
that you may be persuaded to receive him as your 
Saviour. We long for your conversion ; we long to 
embrace you aa brethren in Christ, and to rejoice 
with you in him, who is eminently the hope of Israel, 
and their Saviour in the day of trouble. And we 
are greatly encouraged in seeking your good, from 
1^^ recorded in your own Scriptuies, tbAV.Q!}d 
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nill poor ODt upon you thu Spirit of grace and sn^f^ 
UBtdons, and tbat you will look upoa him whom yak 
1 liave pierced, and uoum for him. Ani we hope Iba 
] time is coming tvlien, adupting the laugui^ of onBof 
your own propliets, jou will say, " Come, let ua i«tiiis 
nnto the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will beal w; 
he hath smitten, iuid be will hind ua up. Aftev time 
days he will revive us, and in the third day be will 
lift ua up, and we shall hve in his sight. Thea duB 
we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, that Ub 
going forth is prepared as the morning : and he «Jidl 
come to us as the former and the latter rain upon die 

I I have only once more to address a word of exhw- 
tation to those amongst us who, whether they amy 
have a profession of religion or not, have not yet re- 
ceived Christ into their hearts by faith, and who, 
therefore, in their present state, have neither part oor 
lot in Christ aitd bis salvation. I wish to prees upon 
your consideration the obhgation you are under im- 
mediately to receive Christ, from contemplatii^ the 
inestimable value of the salvation which ChrtBt has 
wrought out, and which he is ready to bestow, iiay 
you not be assured of the inestimable value of salva- 
tion, from so much having been done to prepare the 
way for the coming of the Saviour to bring that bbI- 
vation near to you ? Should you not be desirous of 
being made partakers of a salvation so valuable in the 
eslimationof God? be persuaded that it is inJliiitely 
precious, infinitely mare valuable to you than HuM' 
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sands of gold and silrcr. Again, I would press apon 
you the obligations whicli you are under to receive 
Christ and the blessings of salvation with him, by the 
consideratiDn that, in proportion to llie inestimable 
value of the salvation of the Oospel, must be the 
aggravation of your guilt in making light of it. Be 
aasured that, in rejecting Christ and his salvatioD, you 
are rejecting the counsel of God against yourselves, 
and accounting yourselves unworthy of eternal hfe. 
And this leads me once more to press upon you an 
immediate accepting of Chris-t and his salvation, by 
the very solemn conaderation, that to refuse is nothing 
leas than madly to rush upon your own destruction, 
and that without remedy. There is no other way of 
deliverance : it ^vas last of all that God sent bis ovm 
Son. There is no other way of escape from the wrath 
to come. There is no salvation in any other. There 
is no other name given under heaven, whereby wo 
must be saved. Acquaint yoxirselves with him now, 
and be at peace, and thereby good shall come to you. 
" Turn ye to the stronghold, as prisoners of hope ; 
even to-day do I declare that I will render double to 
thee." " Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him." 

Now, the Lord bless his own Word for good to us 
all ; and to his great name in Christ he all the praise. 
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THE FIRST CAPTIVITY AND RESTORATION OP THE 
JEWS, VIEWED IN REFERENCE TO THE COMUfQ 
OF MESSIAH. 

BY THE REV. ANDREW BONAB, 

ASSISTANT MINISTER OP GOLLAGB, PBRTB8HIRB« 

" For thus saitb the Lord, That after ierentj years be accon^ilisbed si 
Babylon, I will yisit you, and perform my good word toward you, in 
causing you to return to this place. For I know the tbooghta tiiat I 
think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 
to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye disQ 
go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek 
me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart 
And I will be found of you, sidth the Lord ; and I will turn away your 
captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all ^ 
places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will brii^ 
you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried wwMf 
captive."— Jbe. xxix. 10-14. 

The cause of Israel, which we plead, is one that has 
interested the saints of God in every age ; but we 
wish you specially to remark that it is a cause which 
God has hrought into view, whenever there was any 
thing great to he done in his kingdom helow. 

At the Reformation from Popery, Israel came into 
rememhrance. Luther pleaded, " that we should act 
hrotherly to them, as the apostles, who were Jews, 
had acted hrotherly to us." In this country, John 
Fox, the martyrologist, in baptizing a Jew from Spain, 
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preached a aermon, entitled, "The Gospel Olive," 
tvherein he takes pains to bIiow the influence of 
Popery in keeping the Jews away from Christ. And 
another, John Bale,* after stating that he had heen 
of opinion thnt there was only one sign wanting to 
prove the nearness of anlichnst's downfall, viz., a 
moTement among the Jews, records that he believed 
he had got that sign at last, for in Germany vast 
numbers of them were inquiring after Christ. 

In Scotland, during the commotion of the Second 
Reformation, Samuel Rutherford — whose letters have 
a sweet savour with every man of God — out of the 
midst of his trials, speaks of the Jewish cause with 
peculiar interest and fervour. The holy Archbiahop 
Leighton also felt as did Rutherford. And in the 
records of our martyrs, who gave up their lives for 
Christ's crown and covenant, there is one Walter 
Smith, executed at the cross of Edinburgh in 1681, 
who sought to stir up a prajer-meeting of Christians 
in behalf of Israel, by reminding ibem, " that the old 
stock of Israel casten off for unbelief, should never bo 
forgotten, especially in these Jneetings ; that the pro- 
mised day of their engrafting again by faith may be 
liastened, and that dead weight of blood removed off 
them which their fathers took on them and their 
children, and which has sunk them dona to faell 
upwards of 1700 years." 

You know of the revivals in Scotland and America 
in the midille of last century. Now, these wc 
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ceded and followed by jrreat laovcments in tlie Jewok 
cause in other pUcee, as if God would not give libaoUgf 
of the prorision of }iig table to bia new &xa3j the 
Gentiles, without, at the same time, casting bohc 
dumbs to the childreu. of tike old. More iJua tea 
years previous to these revivals, God had atbred vf 
the Epirit of bis people in Prutesttuit Germany, and 
the Caileiiberg lustitution was formed M Z]aU^ s 
mifisionaiy semiuarj exclusively for Israel. So Aief 
was the interest felt, ihat two students of difiailf 
gave themselves to the work of traversing tiio 'darf 
countries of Europe, seeking the salvatiDn of Isaei. 
It seems to be in refereoce to the effects which ssdm 
fears after followed lliese efforts, that President Ed- 
wards writes from the midst of his revivale, to Dr 
Ereldne of our Church, esulting in the glad news dnt 
600 Jews had been brought to Ghriet.* About 
the same time, and onwards till 178*, the MoraTiaa 
brethren were zealous in tUe cause. They took up ^ 
cause as a Church ; fur their litany contained this prayei, 
— " Deliver the ten tribes of Israel from their blind- 
ness and estrangement, and make ns acquainted with 
their sealed ones : bring in the tribe of Judah in its 
time, and bless its first Jruits among us." 

About the beginningof this century, when the I^pal 
kingdoms were receiving the stroke of judgment, mis' 
sions began to be conducted with much zeal in Biitiuni 
and it was not long ore Qod brought the Jewish taaae 
Bito view. Indeed, the success of other miesions 'WM 
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almosi contemporaneoas with active efibitB in befeatf 
of Israel, put fnrth by membera of the Church of Eng- 
land, And in Scotland, though it ia only of late yeara 
riiat we haTe, as a Church, interested ourselves in mia- 
sions at all, yet already, and very speedily, hiis God 
brought the cause of his ancient people into the pro- 
minent view of the Church of Scotland. Every iJiiiig 
oonspirea to prove that when any great movement i» 
to take place in God'a kingdom below, the Jews must 
come into remembrance. " Ye that are eacaped from 
the sword, remember the Lord afar oft^ and let Jeru- 
Balem come into your mind," — Jer. H. 50, O may it 
be for good to our land and people ! We are longing 
for revivals, — may the Lord give fliem now '. Let us 
use Nehemiah's prayer aa he built the temple, " Think 
on na, our God, for good." 

Out subject to-night is, The Jlrst captivity anit 
regloration, and the special pvrpont! itrveif thereby 
in regard ta the corning of Memah. Our text is a 
prediction ; but very soon the prediction became hia- 
tory. 

trfwt evening yon were directed to God'a promise to 
Abraham of a land which his posterity should inherit 
It was within the bounda of that land that God 
wrought his purposes in regard to Mesaiah. 

The poBterity of Abraham vrere planted iu a glorious 
land ; (or, ao liberal is our God, if he bless at all, he 
blesses to the full. It was a land of plenty and of 
beauty, in order that no pretence of want might ever 
i removal tiom these happy 
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wherein the Lord had placed them. He desired that 
thej might feel constrained by the liberality and love 
of their God to keep his will ; and out oi' their qniet 
and abundant land, look undistracted to ihe promised 
Saviour. Mence it was that the spot selected was like 
an Eden in the midst of the earth. Moses wrote, 
" Israel shall dwell in safety, the fbimtmn of Jacob all 
alone ; upon a land of com add wine ; his hea,Tem 
also shall drop down dew." — Dent, isxiii, 28. On the 
eastern side was to he found a region of richest verdure, 
— the shores of the beautiful lake of Galilee. Its 
sloping banks, laved by purest waters, esbibited errfry 
variety of produce and fertility. If you descended by 
the stream that issued from this lake, you passed along 
the valley of Jordan to the plain where Jerieho r^sed 
its head amid majestic palms, and rose-heds, and ga- 
dens of balsam. Or, if from this point you crossed 
the river, you had on every side a wide range of plenty; 
the flowery vale of Sibma clad with vines, and the 
well- watered lands where Reuben fed his flocks; while, 
north of this luxuriant spot, lay the lalm-hills of 
Gilead, the rich fields of Manasseh, and tlie pasture 
that fiittened the bulls of Dashan, and clothed the very 
mountain heights. 

But this was only the eastern side of this favoured 
I laud. Penetrate into the otba* tribes, and more abun- 
danee and plenty appear. Ask for a specimen of their 
plains, and they could show you the great valley of 
Jexreel, waving in its whole extent with " the finest 
of the wheat." Or they could lead you to ShanM^ 
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where bloomed in profiiaion " the rose of Sharon," and 
wboEe glory waa to the prophets a type of the sjilen- 
dour of the New Earth — Isa. xsxy. 2. Ilills which 
elsewhere aro barren, were in this land glorious as the 
plains. Carmel stood magnilicent by the sea, clad in 
olires and Ira^unt verdure ; and on its sides, as on 
most of the other hills, terraces of earth exhibited vine- 
yards in lusuriance, — " the hills were eoTered with 
their shade." Even in Lebanon alone, met the gloiy 
of the whole land, constituting that goodly mountain, 
even Lebanon (Deut. iii. 23), which Mosea sought so 
earnestly to see, as a relief from the bleak and hanen 
desert. Yea ! the very rocks of this wondrous land 
yieUed increase. For stores of honey were deposited 
there, and under the heat of the sun dropped from the 
comb in streams. God himself said of it (Deut. viii. 
7'), " a laud of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that flow out of valleys and hilla ; a land of wheat, 
andbatley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; 
a land of the olive-tree, of oil, and honey; a land 
wherein thou shall eat bread without scarceness, and 
not lack any thing in it." 

Look on the twelve tribes of Israel settled in t 
land ! Behold bow blessed ! Their paths drop fatne 
the little hills rejoice on every side ; they sit under 
their vine and fig-tree. And the heaven over then 
not brass, but sends down its needful dews, and the 
summer sun ripens their fruits, shining bright in 
deep sapphire blue of a cloudless sky, over fields, and 
rincpKds, and groves. 0, would not any one that st 
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tlic glorious reality, take up Balaam's wmg, — *^^ 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thj.tabeniada,0 
Israel." — Numb. xxiv. 5, 6. 

This peculiar land was shut in hy deserts and H 
on the north, the east, and the south ; and its wUe 
western bound was washed by the great sea. Hi 
the people were set apart, and dwelt alone. The ob- 
ject of God was to set them down in calm sereni^ 
that under their vine and fig-tree they might spa' 
their time in praising Jehovali, and have nothing fe 
divert their eye from looking to the promised Savioft 
Prophets and priests walked through the land to tetek 
the people to look stedfiistly to Him. The adt. 
whether at Shiloh, or Gibeon, or Zion, or Moriak 
formed the centre point of worship. Tlie work nft 
coming Saviour was the heart and essence of the 
worship of this people. If Israel had any religion ^ 
all, it was throughout what led to a di/ing' Saviovf. 

But in the midst of such advantages, temporal and 
religious, the people showed a corrupt and depraved 
licart. Never, never has there been so stupendous i 
(liscovory of long-suffering love as in the case of Israel 
l^'or scarcely will you find two generations in succes- 
sion that adhered to the Lord in purity and truth ; and 
yet he still held out his hand to them, beseeching 
them, " turn ye, turn ye." You have seen a might? 
rock in the midst of the occjin, beat by incessant bil- 
lows, yet never moved, its steadiness declaring how 
immovable is the object against which they dash their 
strength. Thus fully proved was the long-suflering of 
J ('lir)vah, when heaven beheld, firom age to age, floods 
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bof ungodly men, and thrse, too, men of Israel, dash 
Cdielr t'liTj against the throne of Him who is so fuH of 
t grace, — nA^, against lltat heart which, when opened 
I ontheerosa, disclosed the name written, "God is We !" 
I They were a people favoured beyond all others, and 
I therefore their apoataaiea were directed peculiarly at 
I the love of their God. Other nations spumed his 
I authority, Israel apumed his love. The reason why 
he bore with them was, that Slessiah was to come of 
them, and " God so loved the world," that he would 
not withhold this gift from men, ITenee, also, prophets 
were multiplied in order to call Israel to their God. 
Yes; and the temple stood hefiire them in unrivalled 
splendour, in ordw to lis the eye of the tribes upon 
Me great Sacrifice. God was ever bringing more 
and more into view hia own Son, and his work of 
redemption. By word, hy type, by miracle, by judg- 
ments, by prophets, and above all, by his Spirit, the 
Lord testi6ed and strove with this people, as lie did 
with the men before the flood. 

At length "■ the day of grace " ended. There is u 
limit to God's long-suffering. There is a time when 
the cup is full. There is a moment when the deluge 
hursts fearfully over the earth. There is a moment 
when Sodom must be viailed. Tliere is an hour wheu 
Babylon's strong walls must shake and fall. Even as 
there is an hour wherein mystic Babylon, mother of 
iibominations, shall perish; aud another hour hastening 
on, when this world itself Rball know the tread of its 
and hear the aicfaangel's Toice> 
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The special sins that filled up Israel's cap, all flowed 
from this one source — idolatri/.* With Israel it had 
twofold aspect, — neglect of the promised Saviour, &nd 
neglect of the SitbbatLs whereon sucriUce and other 
rites used specially to show him forth. Their negleot 
of the promised Saviour, the woman's seed, is shown 
in such passages as this, — 2 Chion, sxxvi. 1 -t ; "More- 
over all the chief of the priests and the people traac- 
gressed very much, after all the abominiktions of the 
heathea, and polluted Ihe house of the Lord which he 
had hallowed in Jerusalem." And every where the 
pious kings had to begin reformation by rebuitditig 
the altar, and repairing the house of the Lord. Em- 
kiel's visions diacoverei idols set up in place of the 
Lord in his oivn house. Thus thoroughly had the two 
tribes forgotten the promised Saviour. The prophets 
every where mark the despising of the altar and the 
house, which is their way of proulaiming him who wai 
prefigured by the altar, and by every vessel of the 
temple. In regard to the ten tribes, the matter is vet 
clearer. They set up two golden calves at Bethel ^id 
Dan ; and often, often is this sin, " the sm of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat," declared to be the sin which 
kindledandkept burning the anger of the Lord against 
these tribes. 

This sin led to the neglect of the Sabbath. — Jer, ivii 
How could they care for God's day, when they hated 
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tlie very object of aU that day's observances? For 
tbc smoke of sacrifice, prefiguring Meaaiah'a offering, 
ascended oftener that day than on others. Even as 
amongst tm, neglect of the Sabbath arises from the 
infidelity of the age in regard to the Redeemer. They 
core not for him : how, then, can they endure a day 
set apart for hia norship and glory ? But ! how will 
such men endure eterniti/ ? They cannot bear hell, 
for it has everlasting burnings ; but, on the other hand, 
they cannot bear heaven, for there, every day is a day 
of praise to Jesus, and every song a song to Jesus, and 
every redeemed one a witness to the work of Jesus, 
and every angel takes up the strains of the Church, 
proclaiming the manifold wisdom of God in him ! 

There ia deep malignity against God in these sins, 
and therefore when punished, it must be by tremen- 
dous woe. Hence the slowness of God to punish. 
When his hand was lifted up to smite the ten tribes, 
he seemed for a moment to relent. In the reign of 
the second Jeroboam (2 Kings xiv. 25), he sent Jonah 
the prophet to foretell that the coaat of the sea of 
Geneaereth, and the land as far as Hamath, should be 
delivered from foes. " For the Lord saw the aUlic- 
tion of Israel, that it was very bitter," and the Lord 
had not said that he would blot out the name of 
Israel. But, very Boon they compelled him to send 
the stroke ; and the first tremendous blow fell on 
the spot which he had so peculiarly delivered. For 
we read that Tigliith-pileser took by a mighty hand, 
" QUead, and Qalilee, and X&phtali," and cities round 
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the sea (2 Kings xv. 2S); and iKaiab (tx. l] spetkt 
of tbia stroke on Zubulon and Naphtalt, and the «ff 
of the sea. Despised mercy provokes the serereat ad 
speiidiest vengeance. At last, ia the ninth year of 
Hosca, Samaria was taJcen, and the kingdom of tk 
ten triLes ended. They were soit into a captiii^- 
out of whiuL they have not yet returned. 

But atill tlie two tribes were spared ; often wert 
tliey warned by the cxctniple of the (en. (Jer. i». 15). 
— " A voice declaretli from Dan, and publisheth afflic- 
tion from Mount Ephraim." Cli. vij, 12. — "Gojt 
sow to my place which was at Shiloh, where I set mi 
name at the first, and see what I have done to it" 
And EKekiel, chap, xvi., points them to Samaiia <a 
one hand, and to Sodom on the other. It was tlu 
same Ezekiel who saw the cherubim come out to tk 
court, then linger on Olivet, and at length forsake^ 
land. The day of wrath began, — the enemy cane; 
dty after city fell. Jerusalem itself was twice taken, 
twice spared, but the third time the stroke wa« com- 
plete. The Lord twice brandished his flaming swoid 
over the guilty city, and then the third time the flamt 
shot into the holy place hke liglitning, " Ho brouglil 
upon them the king of the Chaldecs, who slew tbeir 
young men with the sword in the house of their eaiw- 
tuary, and had no compassion upon young man or 
maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age ; be gave 
them all into his hand; and iUl the vessels of tilt 
houai! of God, great and small, and the treasures af 
the house of the Lord, and the treaBuies of the Idng 
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and of his prinees; all these he broBght to Babylon, 
And they burnt the house of God, and brake Jovm the 
wall of Jcmgalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof 
with fire, and destroyed all the goodly Teasela thereof." 
— 2 Cliron. xxsvi. 17-19. A few lingered still in 
Gilead under Gedaliah, but these, too, were soon 
swept away. " And the cities were left williout in- 
habitant, and the land utterly forsaken, until the reign 
«f the kingdom of Persia." — Isa. vi. 1 1 , 

" Thus their house was left unto them desolate." 
It was their hovte still, for it n'as theirs from the Lord, 
but they were driTen from possession. Like ParadiB^ 
when Adam was exiled, the magnificence and beauty 
remaineil, but all seemed sadoess ; so with this land. 
Cunnel looked down in Biience on the sea at its feet; 
Lebanon stood in its majesty as before, but the breesea 
swept through asuhtude. No voice of man was heard, 
and no cheerful sound of the hewer of the cedar, 
Sharon was heautifid as before ; hut the shepherds 
kept not their flocks among the lilies. Tlie clusters 
of Esehol hung upon the rines ; but there was no voice 
of joy in Treading the grapes. Jerusalem itself lay 
BO desolate, that "the Dragon-well" became known 
(Nehemiah ii. 13), implying that serpents had occu- 
pied the sacred city, gliding through its streets, as 
through a fallen Paradise of which they had gained 
possession. No priest, nor prince, nor elder ! " The 
elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from 
their music." — Lam. v. 14. "The ways of Zion 
Btaamt because none come to the solemn feasts : all 
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her gates are desolate ; her priests sigh, her virgins are 
afflicted, and she is in hittemess." — ^i. 4. '' For this 
our heart is faint ; for these things our eyes are dim, 
hecause of the mountain of Zion which is desolate, 
the foxes walk upon it." — ^v. 17, 18. But when 
seventy years were running to a close, as our text 
foretold, prayer hegan to ascend unceasingly to Grod. 
Daniel prayed much as the time drew near. Psalm 
cxxxvii. shows us that the godly had never ceased. 
The Lamentations prove the same. And the deli- 
verers Elzra and Nehemiah were men of prayer. Even 
as in their second captivity, shall yet he the case. In 
answer to prayer, the Lord turned hack their capti- 
vity, and moved the heart of kings for this end. Cyrus, 
Darius, Ahasuerus, were successively instruments in 
the work ; and the people returned. The altar wot 
reared again ; its smoke again ascended to heaven. 
This (it is to he noticed) was the first act after thmr 
return. It was a return to the promised Saviour^ as 
well as to the promised land^ — and a return to the 
Sabhaths whereon they waited for him. And in that 
land they abode till Messiah came, their own hopes 
bending forward to the Saviour, and other nations 
bending their eyes on them, and wondering at their 
pecuHar hope. 

This was their first captivity and restoration. We 
might now review the subject in order to gather out 
the many lessons contained. For, like Israel's own 
land, so is their history, — every where streams flow 
down. We must, however, catch up at present <Hily 
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I the chief and letiding points, — the purposes of God ii 
P regard to tlie Meftsiah. His gmnd design reierred to 
il the promised Saviour. 

I The purpose of God in the first captivity and n 

I toration, was to present pre-eminentljr to Israel, and 

t« the world, the glorif of hit Son, the promised 

Satfiour. 

These events were done oji the theatre of Israel's 
\ land, but meant for aU the earth. " Look unto me, 
|f and be ye saved, all ends of tlie earth," was the voice 

[even then. God's love embraces the whole world. 
God's struggle with Israel was just the same as with 

I the world now. It was to get them to look to Im- 
manuel ; " for the cama! mind b enmity," even to a 
redeeming God. He set thorn in peace that they 

I might have time for this. He punished them when 
they sinned, that they might come back to the alter, 
and see there a Saviour from their trouble. He dealt 
by type, miracle, and judgment, for this great e 
And, finally, he cast them out of their land on 
same aecount, in order to unloose idolatry from their 
grasp, and turn their fiice to Jehovidi the Saviour. 
And no sooner were their idols cast to the moles and 
the bats, and their feces turned Zionward, where the 
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" A Son " must be given " to us." Tbe 
Father had said that his Son was to be given to the 
vrorid ; and that the gift would descend in the land 
of Judah. Hence, Israel't two tribes must return 
to get that promise fulfilled. The gates of Babylon 
must open. The enemy may cry, " Sing us one of 
the songs of Zion," but this cannot be in a strange 
land. They must return, and they will sing then. — 
O brethren ! you observe, he that is connected with 
luunanuel has Qodhead on his side ; — nations that 
honour Him cannot he cast off; — souls that glorify 
Ood by honouring Him cannot perish. You notice 
that the ten tribes did not return, while the (wo, 
Benjamin and Judah, were restored. Why isthiai^ 
Solely because these two had to do peculiarly with 
Messiah's coming. The tribes, whose uniied kingdom 
was the throne of David, must return and dwell 
safely. Yea, farther : Benjamin returns, because 
chiefly in liis'tribe the temple stood thnt typified the 
Saviour; and Judah, because Bethlehem- Ephratah 
was there ; whereas, the ten are left in bondage. The 
sin of all the twelve tribes was fearful. God proved 
the fearfulncss of this sin, inasmuch as he has not, 
to thia day, reversed the woe of the ten ; while he 
also showed the way of pardon, even for such ^n, 
I inasmuch as he turned l>ack the exile of Judah and 
Benjamin, solely on the grojind of their connection 
with iVlessiah. 

O, then, let us learn the preciousness of Immanuvl. 
The Lord calls all earth to behold him. He fi 
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all eyes on (he land of Israel for the s^e of his Son ; 
for this Saviour is Jehovah manifest iu flesh. The 
God that said, "Let there be light," is the God that 
stood in our flesh and said, " Gome unto me. and I 
will give you rest." siiinec, surely that place of 
rest must he glorious ! We ask you to trust your 
soul's eternity to Uim who is the Lord, the fountain 
of injmortahty. Godhead is your safe place of refuge ; 
for (Eph. ii. 1+) He is our peace "who hath made 
both one, and bath hroken doivn the middle vrall of 
partition between us. And men of Israel, we call 
you to behold, as God did your lathers, Jehovah 
manifest in flesh ! He so loved your nation, that he 
would not finally remove your ark or temple till he 
gave you better far ; for, ho gave himself.' Behold \ 
Jehovah was made flesh, standing in our nature. He 
laid his band on the tempie — its altar, its mercy-seat, 
its glory — and said, " One greater is here ! " And 
ID removing them &om the bills of Jerusaleni, ho 
substituted himself. " By himself he puiged our 
aioB." O will ye not come to Jehovah /ifmiej^ the 
OBC God and Saviour ? Tiie morcy'Seat is in his 
p<!r8(Hi now ; for Immauuel is the mercy~seat. The 
first captivity was brought back that you might ac- 
knowledge the fulfilment of all types in the suffei 
Redeemer ; and your second captivity is to he brought 
back that you may look on Him who was pierced, 
and mourn. Brethren of the seed of Abraham, thii 
Sayiour lovetb you. It was his love to you that madi 
" King of the Jews," be written on the 
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y OT0S8 over the crown of thorns, O, men of Isn«!, n 
-lore you because our Lord loved you! " Comeuntt 
jne, and I will give you rest," were words first spokffl 
to Jews ; and who nt^ds rest more than yoa ? TIbi 
Messiah whom you curse, and whom you teach ymi 
children to curae, as Tola and Nazarene, lorcth JM 
with intense compassion. It was his comfort ii 
humiliation (Psol. cii. 13-10), that^uu who rejected 
him then would at last receive him. If revealed tli 
night, he would say, " I am Joseph whom you soH 
into Egypt, but God sent me to preserve you afiw, 
and save your lives hy a great deliverance." ' 
pent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from flu 
presence of the Ix)rd. — Acts iii. 1 9. 

I may now sum up our subject by showing yra 
the position in whieh these facts place the people (if 
whom Christ was bom. The feet, we have aefSL, ii 
really this, that God restored them for the end th»t 
Christ should come of them. Immanucl would be 
bom of no other people. He might have cboKii 
others of the mighty nations {Psal. Issxvii.), Rahab, 
Babylon, or Tyre, but he would not. You may say, 
" The reason was that he had once promised to 
Abraham." True, but that promise was not i 
without a foresight of all consequences in ages to 
come. He had undoubtedly a decided intention and 
purpose in choosing this people, and selecting then 
for this honour. Among other reasons, we see thi* 
one, viz.. He detignt to keep the world'a •yffMti 
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theta. Paul's words implj this. — Rom. ix. 4. No- 
' thing can ever obliterate the fact that so diatinguishes 
the Jews, viz., Christ came of them. K nations are 
spoken of in heaven, this nation will he most of all 
wondered at ; — one seraph saying to another, " Chriat 
has come of tlieml" Tbej tbcmselres speak of 
coming from Abraham, but tlie angels point higher 
far, and say, " Of these came ClirisL" Tliey are not 
waiting for their nohility — it has come already. Je- 
hovah, who fills the heaven of heavens, took human 
nature from a Jewish virgin, and began at Bethlehem 
to show himself in the veil of flesh, and at Calvary iu 
the same, bore the sins of the world, and in the same 
shall shine out of Zion, and reign before his ancients 
gloriously," — Isa. XKvi. 23. 

Now, brethren, do you not often say of onr Church, 
" Surely the Church for which God has done so greitt 
things in past ages, — a Church that has had martyrs 
and men of Ciod who wrestled, for its blessing, shall 
not he forgotten ? " but we may say this especially of 
Israel. Here b a people of whom the Iiord said, 
i;ven when he scattered them, " I have delivered 
the dearly beloved of my soul into the hands of her 
enemies " { Jer. lii. 7) ; and of whom he says still, 
" Beloved for their fiithers' sake." The Church that 
has had patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and the great 
army of martyrs, and which has Christ as its great 
liilereeasor, shall never perish. He himself says 
(Isa. Ixii. 1), " For Ziou's sake will I not hold my 
peiKB, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until 
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the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and 
the salvation thereof as a lamp tliat burneth/* 

O brethren, pray for them ! Such a people must 
yet revive. And the promise is sure they shall turn 
again to the Lord and to the land. Oh ! it is joy 
beyond measure sweet, when a minister hears of souls 
that have been awakened, and have come to the Sa- 
viour ; but what is this to the sudden and deep joy 
of the Church when tidings come suddenly that Judah 
and Benjamin are flowing to the goodness of the 
Lord, and that also the long lost ten are coming with 
weeping to Zion ! There will then be discoveries of 
€rod's ways and of God's truth that shall make the 
light of present times seem dim. That day shall 
witness Popery clean rooted out of the earth. No 
more proud intolerant claims to apostolic succession. 
No schism attid envy — when Israel^ the true olive, 
becomes the true Catholic Church, the mother of us 
all. " From Zion shall go forth the Law." " The 
long- loved olive tree " shall grow green and wave its 
branches of peace over the world that shall come to 
its shade. The best of Gentile Churches are, after 
all, but twigs on the stem. Oh, then, what shall be 
the fatness of the true olive-tree ? Israel is the lever 
that is to move the world. Hosea (xiv. 6) represents 
them when converted, as filling earth with fragrance, 
" the smell of Lebanon," which the breezes carry to 
the isles of the Gentiles. Micah (v. 7) calls them 
rain and dew to the withered earth. Zechariah de- 
scribes them as the bow and sword of the Lord (ix. 
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13), and^re on the dry stubble (sii. 6). Jeremiah 
(li. 20), OS the Lord's tremendous batUe-ai^B and 
weapons of war. Paul speaks of them jlb " life from 
the dead." Joel and Enekifl use the image of a 
calm, and peaceful stream, — the river out of Jer^i- 
galimi Bweeteniog the salt sea, and spreading health 
on every aide. And once more, Isaiah (Is. 1 ) com- 
pareB them to the light — the riaing sun over a dark 
worid, to which kings come, and see that light vrbich 
is as the " light of seven days." 

The explanation of ail this influence is, that, when 
the Lord shall build up Ziun he shall appear in his 
glorj. Christ's personal glory shall shine over Ziun 
as it does now in the streets of heaven. The people 
shall thus Bee, not ark nor temple, hut Christ ; and 
from this pure and full well of salvation, shall their 
souls be tilled. They shall go to look upon him ; 
and coming out, as priests from the Most Holy, each 
from the direct presence of Jesus, they shall proclaim 
his name with ardour, and freshness, and power, 
thftt none, save perhaps Paol, have ever shown on 
earth. 

But you ivill ask, are Gentiles to be used in bring- 
ing back the second captivity ? Yes^ — Isaiah si. 
and Ixvi. 2(1 ; but I do not know how far. We 
know as little positively as to the times ; but taking 
the aspect of the nations as an inder, the watchman 
raay conjecture what hour of the night ; and it seems 
to be near the dawn. Remember Aets i> 7, — "the 
kli^doin ihaU be restored to Israel ; " but whan the 
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time ia, may be hid from ua, nnd yet we are to go 
to Judea and SamariEt, tmd the ends 
of the earth. Bat if any say that you need not lahonr, 
for the Jews are to be converted by miracle, let me 
Bpeab to such. I believe aa firmly as these men, 
that Israel's second restoration, and national eonrer- 
sion, is a work of God's immediate power, and that, 
by some miraculous agency, they are to be brought 
into contact with the truth. But remark four things 
with which this opinion in no way interferes. l»t. 
Conversion shall be in them the same process as 
with ua, produced by the aamc truth and the agency 
of the same Spirit. 2rf, Ere that great day when 
<dl Israel shall he saved, there is a day wherein 
gathered. This is what we expect to 
present. 3d, It is the completion of this 
that makes way for the other greater work. 
Hence, so long as there is left one little child, such 
as Christ took up in his arms and blessed, to be 
gathered, that other mode of deahng cannot begia. 
— Gen. six. 22. And ifh. The event to precede that 
other miraculous interference, is, " the saints taking 
pleasure in her stones." Even miracles hare their 
forerunners. At the Red Sea, God used the east 
wind as his wedge to cleave the deep. At Jericho, 
the sound of trumpets preceded the miraculous &I1. 
This ia the position our Church is assuming. Itt, 
Our Church is holding up the truth that converts to 
every man of Israel. 2rf, We are seeking to gather 
the remnaut during the time of the Gentiles. . d4it 
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We are helping forward that in-gathering whict 
makes way for the tiilaess of Israel. 4fA, We are 
giving proof of our desire to obey God, by taking 
pleasure in Zion. 

And now, finally, let me engage your prayers fiff 
those whom the Church is sending forth to inquire 
for the house of Israel. You remember Nehemiah i. 
Ilanani had been visiting Jerusalem's ruins, " he 
and certain men of JuJah ; " and on his return, 
Nehemiah asked them concerning the Jews that had 
escaped, and concerning Jerusalem. Their report 
moved him first to prayer, and then to labour, and 
through him God moved kings ; and by them many 
peoples were moved, till at length the thousands 
of Israel returned. Here is the providence of God 
and his unsearchable ways ! then, ask the Lord to 
accomplish at this time by those tent from the Church 
of Scotland, some work for Israel. Ask him to make 
their mission one link of a great chain ; let it move 
some, who afterwards shall move the energies of thou- 
sands. Even if none of Israel be gathered, our Church 
secures to herself the fulfilment of the promise, 
" Blessed is he that blesselh thee." If no one soul 
were saved by it, yet stiU that blessing is secured. " He 
that shall observe the least of these commandment^ 
and teach men so, the same shall be great in the 
kingdom of heaven." Ye, then, " that are the Lord's 
remembrancers, O keep not silence and give him no 
rest, till he establish, and (ill he make Jerusalem a 
e in the earth." — Isaiah Ixii, 8, "J. 
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LECTURE III. 
SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS. 

BY THE REV. CHARLES J. BROWN, 

MINISTBR OP THfi NEW NOBTH PARISH, EDINBURGH. 

" SalTation la of the Jews."— John ir. 22. 

"We are accustomed to regard with feelings of the 
liveliest interest and reverence, those nations of an- 
tiquity, such as the Gh*eeks and Romans, to whom 
the world has heen chiefly indehted for the arts and 
sciences. The names of Socrates, Homer, and Demos- 
thenes, of Cicero, and Virgil, and Tacitus, are scarce 
ever mentioned, without calling up feelings of affec- 
tion and regard towards the nations that gave them 
hirth. " Salvation/'— not the learning of this tran- 
sient world, hut — "salvation is of the Jews;"— and 
yet, strange to say, the Jewish people have heen the 
most despised, scorned, and cruelly and universally 
insulted and persecuted people upon the face of the 
earth. I am well aware of the plea which Crentile 
Christendom has ever heen ready to put in, in pallia- 
tion, at least, of an unparalleled scorn and persecution, 
which, even in more modem times, has rather changed 



SALVATION la OF THE JEWS. 71 

its form and mode of manifestation, — rather settled 
down into a cold and contemptuous inditierence i 
dislike, than given way to feelinga and disposition 
an opjiosite character. To that plea, its well as the 
treatment it is urged to extenuate, I shall have o< 
sion to advert by and by ; when we shall find it to 
ho not more groundless, than heartless and despicable. 
In the meantime, we prosecute our theme, — " salva- 
tion is the Jews ;'" — and more particularly, we are to 
inquire a little into the important ends answered by 
the Jeivieli people in oonneetion with the coming of 
the Lord Jesus Clirist, and the first preaching of the 
Gospel. 

Were the Buhjeet not too es tensive — one that would 
require, and in a larger series probably would have 
occupied a separate discourse — we ought to have 
noticed, first of all, the services rendered by the Jews, 
in preparing the way for the coming of Christ. I 
must content myself here with this one observation, 
that after that cuptivity and dispersion, which formed 
the subject of last lecture, the main body of the Jews 
remnined Bcatterd up and down in the various nations 
of the world, where their synagogues were gradually 
established, and such an ncqunintance with the Scrip- 
tures diffiised, especially after the translation of them 
into the Greek tongue, as had the effect of raising a 
very general expectation of some miglity deliverer to 
nppeur, towards the time of Messiah's coming, and 
contributing in various ways to the success of the 
k], when it came to le actually proclaimed. 
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Passing down at once, howcYcr, to the advent of 
Christ, I remind you that Messiah himself was a 
Jew. ^' The Son of God was made of the seed of 
David, according to the flesh." Judea was the natm 
country of the Lord Jesus Christ. He came of an- 
cestors tracing their genealogy hack, in a direct line; 
to Jacoh, and Isaac, and Ahraham, the fathers of the 
Jewish people. It was to a virgin of Judea that these 
words were addressed—" The Holy Ghost shall comf 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall oyer- 
shadow thee; therefore also that holy thing, whkk 
shall he horn of thee, shall he called the Son of God.* 
How far this was from heing a mere accidental or* 
cumstance, — ^how essentially it was hound up witk 
the entire purposes of God for the salvation of tfe 
world, — appears from the whole train of Old Te«l> 
ment prophecy and promise on the suhject. It f 
pears with peculiar clearness and heauty from thei 
words of the apostle to the Hehrews, — " For veriljk 
took not upon him the nature of angels, hut he tookoi 
him the seed of Ahraham." The apostle is expresd^ 
stating a contrast hetween the human nature and die 
angeUc ; and yet he does not say that Christ took the 
nature of man simply, hut specifically that he " took 
on him the seed of Ahraham;" "of whom," says he 
elsewhere, " as concerning the flesh Christ came, who 
is over all, God hlessed for ever." But now, who 
shall estimate the dignity and glory conferred hy this 
one circumstance upon the Jewish nation ? Is de 
incarnation of the Son of God — the simple fact of his 
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baring assumed humanity — the highest imaginable 
honour conferred upon the whole race and nature of 
mankind ? Is man, by this single circumstance, 
raised In dignity above angels ? By parity of reason, 
Christ's having become a Jew, having taken upon him 
the seed of Abraham, being made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh, and horn of the Virgin Mary 
in Bethlehem, — this single fact raises the Jews in 
dignity above all the other nations of the earth. Had 
Greece produced not only her own statesmen, orators, 
philosophers, and poets, hut those of all other nations 
put together, what had even such a concentration of 
genius and learning been, compared with the one fact 
pointed to in those words of the prophet, — "■Thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou he little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth, that is to he ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth 
have been of old, from everlasting?" "Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and hear a son, and shall call 
tig name Iramanuel ; the mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of peace." But it is not the mere 
dignity — the mere greatness and glory which the ia- 
csimation has contbrred upon the seed of Abraham, 
that we are here called to mark. God thus const!' 
tuted them the channel through which all spiritual 
sxid everlasting blessings should flow to the whole 
race of mankind. " In thee and in thy seed, shall aU 
the families of the earth be blessed," " Salvation is 
of the Jews," — the Saviour of the world was a Jew. 
We not only venerate, we feel profoundly grateful to 
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those nations that have gi^en hirth to men, who, bj 
their actions and writings, have contributed to en- 
lighten and improye the world. Bat what are all tiie 
benefits conferred by the most illustrious teachers and 
sages, compared with the world's redemption by Ihe 
blood of Christ, the removal of the curse of God, res- 
toration to his image, exaltation to everlasting life 
and glory? Not only was the first teacher of the 
Gospel a Jew. He who is the only proper teacher 
of it — the alone prophet of the Church,i'the teadbier 
of all teachers, " the light of the world" — " the sun 
of righteousness" — " the resurrection and the Itfe" of 
men dead in sins, — was a Jew. The everlasting 
Son of the Father took hold of the seed of Abraham. 
As he raised the human nature above the angelie, 
by becoming man, so the nation of the Jews above 
all other nations of the earth, by becoming one of 
that people. " Salvation" — ^the Saviour — " is of the 
Jews." 

But again I remind you, that all the first inspired 
teachers and preachers of the Gospel, the whole of the 
apostles together, were Jews. Salvation in this iarther 
sense was of that people ; that " out of Zion went forth 
the law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem," 
— that, not only Messiah himself, the prophet of the 
Church, was a Jew, but the men, also, whom he chose 
to be his ambassadors to the world, the witnesses of 
his name to the ends of the earth, the penman of those 
inspired writings that were to form the rule of the 
Church's faith, and the means of the world's conver* 



Biun, till tbe consummation of all things. Simon and 
Andrevi-, James and Jolm, Philip iiud Bartholuniew, 
Matthew aud Thomas, JameB, the son of Alpheua, and 
Simon. Zeloles, Jude and Paul of Tarsus, were all ol 
them Jews; besidesmanyothei teachers, such ae Philip 
the evangelist, and Timothy, and Barnabas ; not in- 
spired, indeed, hut of vast incalculable service in the 
first planting of the GoBpel. No doubt, God is our 
proper benefactor here, as in every thing else ; but he 
waa pleused to make the Jews the channel of such in- 
eslimahle benefits, — benefit^ that cTen in the apostle's 
day, reached as far as the shores of India, and tbe 
distant and then barbarous isles of Britain, — benefits, 
the magnitude and value of which, eternity alone shall 
be able to unfold. If Gentiles would fttin forget, in 
their aelfishncss, that Paul the apostle of tbe Gentiles 
was a Jew, he himself ^ill not suffer them. He is 
perpetually malfiug mention of it in his writings : — 
" I am verily a man which am a Jew, bom in Tarsus, 
jret brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, 
a(id taught according to the perfect manner of tbe law 
of the fiithers." " Are they Hebrew ? so am I. Are 
they Israehtes ? so am I. Are they the seed of Abrn- 
bam? ao am 1," " 1 stand, and um judged, for tbe 
hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers ; 
unto which promise, our twelve tribes, instantly serving 
God day and night, hope to come." Every thing that 
Paul wrote, in fact, exhibits the Jew, no less than the 
Christian, lie is not only in £ict a Jew ; he never 
ocHlld boTe written as he haa done if he bad not 1m£D 
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No Gentile could have extracted tlie spirit and 
ice of tte ancient economy as he has done. Tim, 
he wrote by divine inspiration ; but the Holy Gbw 
makes use of instruments suited to his purpose. Wf 
cen scarce conceive an inspired Gentile writing nidi 
an epistle as that to th^ Uebrews. It is saying agKV 
deal to say that the peiuoan of those glorioua epistla 
the speaker of those invaluable discoursea, the authtt 
of that example, was a Jew. But this is oot iH li 
was very much as a Jew, and by means of his Jeml 
pecuharitieB, mellowed, indeed, and chastened and 
sanctified by the Gospel, but still in the essence oi 
them the same, that Paul was enabled to rendw- to ii 
Obureh the mighty benefits he conferred apoo it. h 
the same manner with the other aposdes. Whatew 
mistakes they may have imbibed with tbeir early edt- 
cation, it is quite clear, that, as use was made evenc 
the case of our blessed Lord, of the piety ajid uncat- 
ing care of Mary and Joseph, so the apostles genenlf 
underwent a preparation of the niost important Idni 
for their high office, in the Jewish training of tbdi 
early life. Of Timothy the evangelist, Paul reconii 
with delight " the unfeigned faith that dwelt first a 
his grandmother, Lois, and then in bis mother, EtmiM 
and afterwards in Timothy also." Search the Nff 
Testament Scriptures, and you will find, that theyait 
not only all written by Jews, but are Jewish in do' 
entire character, from beginning to end. How i> 
Christ constantly appealing to the Jewish Scriptures, 
in support of every claim, in illustratioa of erers.f 
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trine, in aniwer to erery objection ; living himself by 
the feith of them, and dyin^ with their Messed words 
tm hJM Hps. The writings of the apostles are fiill of 
them. Scarcely a Gospel principle, but derives its 
most deeply interesting light from some peculiarity of 
JudaiBm. A lai^e proportion of all the illustrations 
of Christian doctrine and duty, are drawn from the 
histories, types, and prophecies of the Old Testament. 
The first preaching of the Gospel owed almost every 
thing to Judaism. As the preachers were Jews, so 
the New Testament is, in reality, little more than the 
unfolding and unlockiiig of the Old. A very glorious 
unfolding it is, certainly. But still, it were no easy 
matter to determine, whether Judaism be i 
debted to Christianity than Christianity to J 
"We venerate the Greeks for their Homers, and Xeno- 
phons, and Platos. What do we not owe the Jews, 
for a Paul, a Peter, a Matthew, a John ? Not to speak 
of the immeasurably inferior value of what the former 
wrote and taught, they wrote in peace and in comfort, 
Yvith the favour of their co temporaries, as well as the 
applause of posterity. But listen to the Jewish apostle, 
— '■'Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and 
thirst, and are naked, and are buffetted, and have no 
certain dwelling-place; and labour, working with our 
own hands : being revtlecl, we bless ; being persecuted, 
we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat; we are made 
as Uie filth and offscooring of all things mito this day." 
It was in the service of ike Gentiles that Paul, the 
^Jg^filfi&ied tbese things: " In joumeyings often, ia 
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perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false brethren ; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
in Stings often, in cold and nakedness." Yes, he waa 
content to turn away from his own countrymen, whom 
he chiefly loved, and to spend, and be spent, in the 
service of the Gentiles. So far from being indifferent 
to the salvation of the Jews, we And him thus protest- 
ing : '' I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, that I have 
great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart : for 
I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the fliesh." 
Yet did he love and glory in his office, as '^ the apostle 
of the Gentiles;" '^ inasmuch as I am the apostle o£ the 
Gentiles, I magnify mine office." " To me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that 
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." O, what do not the Gentile Churches 
owe the Jews, were it but for the apostle Paid alone, 
that thejf may accomplish the object on which his heart 
was so intensely set, — ^which he was not permitted to 
achieve, but of their final success in which, he has 
left them such clear and perfect assurances : ^' Even 
so have these now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy." " God hath not 
cast away his people whom he foreknew." " There 
shall come out of Zion the dehverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob," If the casting away 



BAWAnranTo^S jews. 79 

of them te the reconciling of the world, what shall 
the receiving of them be, but Kfe fi'oin the dead." 

But the quoting of these last tests lends me to un- 
Oth^ particular, to which 1 have to ask your specitil 
attention. In the 1 1 ih chapter of RomanB, the apostle 
speaks of '' the fall of the Jews being the riches of the 
world," — "the diminishing of ibem the riches of the 
Gentiles," — " the casting away of them the reconciling 
of the world." "Through their fell," aajs he, "salra- 
titm is come unto the Gentiles." Observe tliat the 
statement is not merely, that the reconciling of the 
world was contemporaneous with the casting away of 
the Jews, but that the one sprung out of the other, — 
that " through the fall of the Jews salvation came to 
the Gentiles." "What is the meaning of this ? Does it 
not point to this solemn feet, that the death of Christ, 
that rejection and crucifixion of the Son of God by 
the Jews, which filled up the measure of their national 
gnilt, and speedily issued in their dispersion over the 
whole earth — that that Terr crime was, in the adoralile 
providence of God, the means, and the only poswble 
means that in the circumstances could have proved 
effectual for the salvation of the world. It is quite 
certain that only by the death of Christ man could be 
saved. He could only die by the murderous hands of 
men. With his crucifixion, our eternal life, no less 
than the national ruin of the Jews, was inseparably 
bound up. Yes, however we, in our deep selfish- 
ness, may affect to plead extenuation of our scorn and 
p^secution of the Jews, that they hated, rejected, and 
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crucified the Lord of life and glory — bat for that very 
crucifixion, where had we this day been ? God, in his 
adorable providence, was pleased to leave his own 
ohoaea people to this fearful crime, and the whole ruin 
conseqaent upon it, because salvation could come to 
man only by the death of the Son of God, — because the 
whole scheme of grace was identified with that event, 
— because the abolishing of the ceremonial law, the 
breaking dtiwn of the middle wait of partition, the ad- 
mission of the Gentiles into the Church of God, could 
only be effected by the soerifice and death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in which the ceremonies were all fulfilled, 
■ — the end of them entirely gained and accomplished. 
" I say, then," esclaims the apostle, "have they stum- 
bled that they should faD ? " Was that the object and 
design of Git>d in leaving his ancient people to stumble 
at that stumbling stone, — "that they should fall?" 
" God forbid : but rather, throngh their fall, salvation 
is come unto the Gentiles." Far be it from me to say 
one word in estenuation of the crime of the Jews. 
I am (jnite well aware that their guilt is wholly iude~ 
pendent of the ends which God designed to accomplish 
by means of it. But when we find that their crime 
and fall were in a manner necessary to our salvation, 
— that God mysteriously adopted this method of sav- 
ing us at their expense^ — that, over and above all the 
mighty benefits tbat have flowed to mankind directly 
and immediately from this wondrous people, the vaj 
" casting of them away has been the reconciling of the 
world," — their curse, our blessing — their fall, i 
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riches, — the destruction of their Tvhole national state, 
our admiesion into the body of Christ, and exaltation 
to eternal life and glory, — I can scarce imagine a 
stronger or more irresistibly touching argument, in 
place of trampling upon them, for longing ufier tliem 
in the bowels of deepest Christian compassion, crying 
to God day and night for them wilh tears, putting 
forth every conceivable eflbrt to bring about their res- 
tocation, — possible, as we not only know it to be, but 
bv the Divine purpose and promise, uifullibly certain 
Mid secure. It is very true that they have been lying, 
these eighteen centuries, under the wrath of God; 
that all their unparalleled suflerings are foretold and 
announced in their own Scriptures ; and that the Gen- 
tiles have been the instruments of inflicting a punish- 
ment which they most justly merited at the hand of 
God. But all this does not, in the slightest degree, 
afi^t either the duty or the sin of the Gentiles in this 
matter. As the Jews were not the less guilty in the 
crucifiiion, that God designed by it to save the world, 
so have the Gentiles not been the less guilty, in hating 
and persecuting the Jews, that God has been nijate- i 
riouflty all the while thus executing his purpose of' 
wrath against his ancient people. " Assyrian, the ■ 
rod of mine anger, I will send thee against an hypo- 
critical nation, and against the people of mj- wrath ' 
ivill I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take 
the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the 
streets. Howbeit he meaiieth not so, neither doth his 
beart t^gfc w i b"t it ia in hJB heart to dtgtray and 



I 



82 LECTURE in. 

cut off nations not a few. Wherefore it shall come to 
pass, that, when the Lord hath performed his whole 
work upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will 
punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of As* 
Syria, and the glory of his high looks/' " Thus SMth 
the Lord of Hosts, I am jealous for Jerusalem and for 
Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore dis- 
pleased with the heathen that are at ease : for I was 
but a little displeased, and they helped forward the 
affliction." " Behold, because the Lord was wroth 
with Judah, he hath delivered them into your hand ; 
an4 ye have slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto 
heaven, and now ye purpose to keep under the children 
of Judah and Jerusalem, for bondmen and bondwomen 
unto you. But are there not with you, even with you, 
sins ag<iinst the Lord your God ? " 

Truly, if ever there was a nation on all the earth, 
for whose welfare the Gentiles were bound to pray and 
labour, it was the Jews. And yet how stands the fact ? 
Take a brief specimen or two. Hallam thus writes, in 
his history of the middle ages : — "The Jews were every 
where the objects of popular insult and oppression, 
frequently of a general massacre. A time of festivity 
to others was often the season of mockery and persecu- 
tion to them. It was the custom at Tholouse to smite 
them on the face every Easter. At Beziers they were 
attacked with stones from Palm Sunday to Easter, an 
anniversary of insult and cruelty generally productive 
of bloodshed, and to which the populace were regularly 
instigated by a sermon from the bishop. It was the 
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I policy of the kings of Fnuic« to employ thera a 
t ^K>nge to suck their Bubjttcle' money, which they 
might aftcnvaTiIs express with less odium than direct 
taxation would inuur. It is ^klmoHt incredible to what 
a length estortion of nioni.-y from the Jews wiia car- 
ried. A series of alternate persecution and tolerance 
yioa home by this extraordinary people with an. inrta- 
cible pcTseTerance, and a taleiit of accumulating riches 
which kept pace with the exactions of their plunderers." 
*' At Verdun, Jlentz, Spii'es, Worms," says Gibbon, 
** many thousands of the Jews were pillaged and mas- 
sacred. A remnant was saved by a feigned and tran- 
sient conversion ; but the greater part of them barri- 
cadoed their houses, and precipitated themselves, their 
fiunilies, and their wealth, into the rivers or the flames.'' 
In Southey's letters from Spain and Portugal, he thus 
writes : — " Till within the last fifty years, the burning 
of a Jew formed the highest deUght of the Portuguese; 
they thronged to behold this triumph of the faith, 
and the Tcry women shouteil with transport as they 
saw the agonised, martyr writhe at the stake. Neither 
sex nor age could save this persecuted race ; and An- 
tonia Jos^h de Silvia, the best of their dramatic 
writers, was burned alive because he was a Jew." 
" Few years have elapsed," says Dr Keith, " since 
there was a severe persecution against the Jews in 
Russia and Oemiany, and in several of the smaller 
states of the latter country they are not permitted to 
seU goods even in the common markets." "They 
are not allowed to reside, eT«o &x a limited period. 
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in any of the cities of Russia) without an expreai per- 
mission from goyemment, which is gzanted oolj ii 
cases when their services are necessaxy, or dired^ 
heneficial to the state." I helieve that in Le^ 
there is a public road round the town, where no Jeff 
is allowed, on any consideration, to driye his cainap 
in the same circle with the Christians ; and in Bow 
there is a quarter of the town of the worst descriptki, 
where the Jews are locked up at a particular hov; 
and not allowed to come out till the gates aie opeorf 
in the morning. No doubt, the very low opmki 
generally entertained of the Jewish character, ten& 
to render this less shocking to our feelings. But hov 
far, in the first place, have we not been g^t^ i 
making the Jews, by our treatment, what they a«i 
and in the second place, as to the matter of fact, I beg 
leave to quote the following testimony of Dr JifCanl, 
a man every way competent to bear witness on the 
subject. Speaking of the Jews, he says, " Their name 
has become, and still continues, however unjusUy^ i 
by- word, a proverb, and a reproach." And then he 
adds, ^^ I consider it nothing more than an act of jus- 
tice to bear my testimony against the false estimate 
usually formed of Jewish character. After long ac- 
quaintance with the nation, I must confess, that I 
believe them to be a highly gifted and highly intd- 
lectual people; and that, so far from being characterised 
by love of money, more individuals who hare sacrificed 
the pursuit of wealth to the pursuit of leaming^-moie 
individuals who, amidst every possible disadvantage 
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of pOTerty and destitute cicenmstances, have become 
leerned. could be pointed out nmongst them, than 

■ amongst any otlicr penple." It is by no meana unlikely, 
that had the Gentile Cburehea acted towards the Jews 

' any thing nt all like the part the Jewish apostles acted 
I towards them, they might have been converted to the 
faith of Christ long ere this time. Thua much, at 

■ least, we may safely afiinn, that by the miserable ex- 
fhibition of Christianity which Gentile Christendom 

has hitherto presented to the Jews, they have thrown 
barriers of the strongest kind in the way of their con - 
version ; while the malignant scorn with which they 
have treated them, has doubtless increased materially, 
if not produced, the very vices which they have ever 
been so ready to charge against the Jewish cliaraeter. 

And now, there are one or two iTiferences which I 
am desirous to draw from the whole subject which 
bus been before us, 

I. Firtt^ I cannot but think it more than probable, 
that God has a controversy at this moment with the 
Gentile churches and nations, for iheir long neglect, 
and scorn, and persecution of the Jews. We have 
already seen, in the case of Sennacherib, the perfect 
consistency of Ilis employing the Gentiles to execute 
bis wrath against the Jews, and afterwards taking 
vengeance on the selfishness, cruelty, and ambition of 
the Gentiles. " He nieaneth not so, neither doth his 
heart think so ; but it is in his heart to destroy and 
cut off nations not a few. Wherefore it shall como 
I, that wfaeu the Lord hath performed his whole 
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will upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I wDlpoifc 
the fruit of the stout heart of the long of Aan^ 
and the glory of his high looks.** ^' I am yeiy 
displeased with the heathen that are at ease : k 
was but a little displeased, and they helped 
the afiSiction." Let the spirit also of these texti 
considered. ^' ^^pt shall be a desolation, and 
shall be a desolate wilderness, for the yiolenoe 
the children of Judah." '^ Behold, in those dajs, 
I shall bring again the captiyitj of Judah, I inD 
gather all nations, and will bring them down into 
vallej of Jehoshaphat, and vnU. plead with them 
for mj people, and for mj heritage Israel, whm 
have scattered among the nations, and parted 
land." '* This shall be the plague wherewith 
Lord will smite all the people that haye fought 
Jerusalem. They shall lay hold eyeiy one qb 
hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall list 
against the hand of his neighbour." '* Blessed Ix 
that blesseth thee, and cursed be he that cursethdv! 
Is there reason, alike from the Word and fromt 
providence of God, to apprehend that, preyious to 
ushering in of the latter-day glory, there shall b? 
time of heavy affliction, and trial, and judgmotf, 
Christendom ? It is scarcely possible to doubt, (• 
necting the passages just quoted with the whole W 
tory of the Jews for the last eighteen centuries, 4( 
one of the main grounds of controversy will pro^' 
have been the treatment of that people. One ^ 
there seems reason to believe, that if we as a Cbitf 






or nation, shall he found to hare been, or even, per- 
haps, at a late period Co have become an exception to 
the general rule, — to have repented of our long indif- 
ference,— to have prayed, and longed, and laboured 
for the conversion of God's ancient people, we may 
cherish the hope of being "■ saved in the day of the 
Lord's anger," — of eacsping amidst wide-spreading 
deaolations, — of experiencing the blessing of Him that 
blesseth Israel, in place of " the curse of Him that 
curseth him." 

II. Secandli/, I infer, that we have no reason to 
expect any extensive blessing on our labours, either 
at home or among the Gentiles abroad, till we have 
set ourselves in right earnest to Libour for the con- 
version of Israel. 80 long as the Jews are neglected, 
[ we may rest assured there is an Achan iu our camp, 
a. blight, a curse. God may not see fit to withhold his 
blessing altogether where the Gospel is faithfully made 
known. But there will be no " opening of the win- 
dows of heaven" — no abundant effusion of the Spirit 
— no appearance of the earth being filled with the 
knowledge and glory of the Lord. We are expressly 
assured in the 11th chapter of Romans, that it ia 
" the receiving of the Jews" that is to be the life of 
the Gentle world. " If the fell of them be the riches 
of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches 
of the Gentiles ; how much more their fiilness ? " 
" "What shall the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead ? " And hence we infer. 
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Gentiles shall not be completely brought in before 
salvation has yisited Israel: no efficient exertions 
will be made to accomplish the one object, till cor- 
responding means have been used to bring about the 
other. Blessed, blessed be God for having led the 
Church of Scotland to fall in with this revealed order 
and plan ! Blessed be God for having opened our 
eyes, in some measure at least, to the claims of his 
ancient people ! We are far from being sufficiently 
alive to them ; but we do see and feel a decided and 
rapid progress of feeling upon the subject. O that in 
every case, our zeal for the salvation of our brethren 
may be attended with a corresponding improvement 
of our own privileges, — that it may be the happy fruit 
of the experience of the grace of God^within our own 
souls! 



LECTURE IV. 



i REV. HENSy < 



IheM gteml builcUigi '■ 



It iH interesting to mark the site and trace the history 
of edifices huilt for God — some of which have heen 
signally honoured by him, and granted a continua 
embracing a long portion of the Church's duration. 
The temple at Jerusalem was one of those. It ' 
deugned by David, and perfected in all its splendour 
by bis illustrious successor. Stationed, perhaps, oa 
or neoi the spot where the '^ Priest of the Most High 
Ood," numy centuries before, had blessed the pro- 
genitor of the chosen people, that temple won for 
Jerusalem the title of " the joy of the whole earth," 
and, more than all its other seats and palaces, en- 
deared the chosen city to the hearts of its inhabitants. 
It stood contemporary with great events, and was 
tbe scene, for 400 years, of the perpetual aacrifices 
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the august national solemnities, the divinely appointed 
services, that distinguished the worship of the God of 
Israel. There it was that the assembled nation, con- 
gregated in all its tribes, beheld the glorj of the Loid 
when, acknowledging the supplications of Solomon, 
and the homage of his devoted people, he assumed 
his dwelling in the place they had prepared for him, 
and blessed their labours with the manifestation of 
his glorious presence. Thence a race of honoured 
kings, a succession of holy prophets, held their sacred 
festivals, paid their vows, and made their solemo 
offerings. There it was that Hezekiah restored tbe 
degenerated Church, and renewed the n^lected ordi- 
nances. There^ we presume, the seraphic Isaiah be- 
held the Lord on his elevated throne, when his train 
filled the temple ; that was the house, the posts of 
whose doors moved at the voice of him who spoke, 
and that was filled with smoke evolved from no 
earthly flame, when the prophet's lips were conse- 
crated for their sacred commission. 

But that which piety erects, sin often lays in ruim. 
This edifice accomplished its appointed period of ser- 
vice and shared in the national fall, when the people, 
by whom it had been profaned, were carried to their 
70 years* captivity. The second temple was desig- 
nated to still higher distinction, inasmuch as it was 
that which Messiah's feet trod, and within whose 
walls he joined as a worshipper. It owed its erec- 
tion to Zerubbabel, who, with great labour and heroic 
enterprise, raised its walls in troublous times, about 



THE DESTRUCTION 

520 years before the Christian era. Thnt stnicture, 
repaired at dili'cront tiroes, imd to a great extent 
renewed by Herod, Bunuuncd the Great, i 
belliahed it with much magaificeiice, continued the 
t^entml slation of the true Church, and the place of ita 
authorised worship, till the time when salvation was 
proclaimed to the ends of the earth, and the elected 
people, stript of their forfeited privileges, and cast off 
from the land of their inheritance, became aliens and 
fugitives, scatiered to every region of the globe. 

Great revoliitions, terminating in the overthrow of 
cities and states, are usually the result of many c 
of combined and often lengthened Operation. Our 
LionI enuuieratos tnnny circumstances itnd ci 
arising partly from the character and conduct of the 
Jews, partly from the special providence of God, that 
were signs and prognostics, or occasions and minns 
of their destruction, even as the distant thunder fore- 
bodes and introduces the coming storm. For example, 
he specifies, _;fr»(, the appearance offalte ChrinU, 
or Messiahs ; tecundli/, wars and commolioni, '^ na- 
tion rising against nation, and kingdom against king- 
dom;" thirdly, "^autiiiBf and pestilence ;"Jhurthli/, 
" eartkquaket iti divers places ; " fifthly^ "fearful 
tights and signs from heaven;"* sicthly, the per- 
aecntion of the Chriilians ; seventhly., th« preaching 
• ■■ The hlitoij oflhe Jiwl-li w»r. bj Joiephm, •wnu 

■ dliltnn iccDunl of -tbs tcvM tighu ud r»t il| 
which piwrded Die dfitruetluii dTJc ruulcm : and Tidlu 
mmlion ofJoiephui. If Chcial hail nDteiprEUlji tDiiilc 
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of the Gospel throughout the then known world. All 
these things came to pass, and are recorded both by 
Jewish and heathen historians, particularly by the 
celebrated Josephus. But we will not detain you by 
a narrative of these events. Proceeding to the catas- 
trophe itself, we find Titus * investing Jerusalem, in 
the spring of year 70, with an army of between 30,000 
and 40,000 men, aided by a large body of allies. The 
city is supposed to have contained at this time more 
than 2,500,000 souls; of whom many had tak^i 
refuge in it from the Roman sword, while multitudes 
had come up from all parts of Judea to celebrate the 
feast of the Passover. The place was strong both by 
nature and by art, being built upon hills, and sur- 
rounded by a triple wall, with 164 towers of solid 
masonry, except on those parts which were protected 
by deep valleys, where one wall was a sufficient de- 
fence, — the whole forming a circuit of nearly four 
miles and a-half. The temple, built on Mount Moriah, 
was itself a stronghold, and was defended by a lofty 
fort called Antonia, The palace, also, on Mount 
Zion, was a place of strength. Ammunition and 
provisions had been laid up in great abundance. 
The cisterns of the temple furnished a sufficient sup- 
ply of water, and subterranean passages kept open 
an occasional intercourse with the country. The city 

credulous in that point, would have suspected that Josephus exaggerated, 
and that Tacitus was misinformed ; but, as the testimonies of Josephus 
and Tacitus confirm the predictions of Christ, so the predictions of Christ 
confirm the wonders recorded by these historians."— J(Or<m*« Remarks on 
£ccle*iaitical Hutoryt i> 209. 

* Batoage's History of the Jews, p. 56, folio, 1708. 
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miglit well be accounted impregnalile, since not llie 
men only, but the women and children, fought with 
a desjieration inspired equally by abhorrence of the 
Boman yoke, and by an infatuated but confident ex- 
pectation of the miroculoua interposition of Heaven in 
their behalf. TituB, therefore, hopeless of carrying it 
by aaaault, " cast a trench about it" and built a wall 
nearly nine miles in extent, with thirteen towers, so 
inclosing it on every side, as to cut off all communi- 
cation, and all transference of penons or supplies. 

The wretchedness of such a siluation, affecting so 
vast an assemblage of human beings, is incalcolable ; 
yet the miseries inflicted by the enemy were as no- 
thing compared with those which the besieged inflicted 
on themselves. " Within the city," according to Jo- 
sephns, whose statements are collected and iirranged 
by the learned and accurate Hartwell Home, " the 
Airy of the opposite factions filled all places, e 
temple itself, with continual slaughter. Nay, to such 
a height did their madness rise, that they destroyed 
tbe very granaries of cum which should have sustained 
them, and burnt tbe magazines of arms which should 
have defended them. By this means, when the siege 
had lasted only two months, the famine began to rage, 
aad at length reduced them to such straits that the 
barbarities which they practised are not to be imagined. 
All the reverence due to age, and the sacred ties of 
parant and child, were annihilated. Children snatched 
the half-baked morsels which their fathers n 
and mothers eren suatched the food out of their own 
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childrea's mouths. As the siege advanced, tfae raTSgei 
of the (hmine increased, and devoured the people by 
' whole houses iiud families : the upper rooms were 
filled with women and children who 'were dving b; 
&inine^ and the lanes of the city were full of the dead 
bodies of tlie aged. The children, also, and the jouns 
men, wandered about the market-places like shadows, 
and fell down dead wheresoever their misery seiiel 
them." If any one was suspected of concealing humnn 
food — and the sense of Buteil bad become ivonderfuliy 
Bcute to detect such concealment — he was on objcfi, 
not of envy only, but rather of indignant cxecratian. 
" At length the famine became so extreme, that ihei 
gladly devoured what the most sordid animals refused 
to touch." And the historian relates, as a thing on- 
beard of before and almost incredible, yet as only illm- 
trotive of the desperate circumstances of the people at 
large, that "a woman of distinguished rank, vho W 
been stripped and plundered of all her goods and pro- 
visions by the soldiers, in hunger, rage, and despiui, 
killed and roasted her sudiing child, and had eaten 
one-half of him before the horrid deed vias discovered.' 
Daring the siege, many hundreds who were taken bj 
the Romans, were first whipped, then tortured, aud 
finally crucified; the Roman soldiers nailing them, oui 
after one way and another after another, to crosses, bj 
way of jeat ; until, at length, the multitude became K 
great that room was wanting for the crosses, and cniMW 
for the bodies. Thus terribly was their impre^tiaD 
fulfilled — " His blood be on tis and on our duldns.' 
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It is said thiit 1 1 5,000, who were starved to death, 
were buried;' but that 600,000 bodies of the poor 
were thrown out of the gates.+ In the course of the 
siege, it is computed that 1,100,000 periahed.J At 
length, after a siege of four months, from April to 
August, Titus, having got possession of the tower of 
Antonio, proceeded to attack the city and the Umple. 
This celebrated structure he was exceedingly desirous 
topreaerveasa taemorial of the victory, and "proteste<l 
to the Jews who had fortified themselves within it, that 
he would preserve it even against their will. He had 
expressed the like desire of preserving the city too, and 
repeatedly sent Josephus and other Jews to their coun- 
trymen to persuade them to a surrender. But an over- 
ruling Providence directed things otherwise. The Jews 
themselves first set fire to the porticoes of the temple, 
and then the Romans. One of the soldiers, neither 
waiting for any command, nor trembling for such an 
iittempt, but lu'ged," says the historian, " by a. certain 
divine impulse," threw a burning brand in at the 
golden window, and thereby set fire to the buildings 
of the temple itself. Titus ran immediately to the 
temple and commanded his soldiers to extinguish the 
flames. But neither exhortations nor threatenings 
could restrain their violence. "When night arrived, 
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'^ a soldier, in the dark, set fire to the door ; and thus,** 
as Josephus says, '' the temple was humt against the 
will of CsBsar."* Finally, Titus gave orders to demoUsh 
the foundations of the city and temple, leaving only 
three towers standing, as monuments of the strength 
of the place, and a part of the wall as a rampart for a 
garrison. It is related that Terentius Rufus, an officer 
of Titus, tore up, with a ploughshare, the foundations 
of the temple ; thus remarkahly fulfilling the words 
of the prophet Micah (iii. 12), " Therefore, shall Zion, 
for your sakes, he ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem 
shall hecome heaps." Well might Josephus introduce 
an aged Jew as saying to his countrymen, '' What is 
hecome of our city, which was helieved to he inhahited 
by God ? It is rooted up from the very foundations, 
and the only monument of it that is left is the camp 
of those who destroyed it still pitched upon its re- 
mains." t From that time to this, all the efforts of 
the Jews to recover their city have been vain ; and 
vain was the impious attempt of Julian to rebuild their 
temple with the view of casting discredit on the word 
of prophecy. " The city has remained for the most 
part in a state of desolation, and has never been under 
the government of the Jews themselves, but oppressed 
and broken down by a succession of foreign masters, — 
the Romans, the Saracens, the Franks, the Mamelukes, 
and lastly, by the Turks, to whom it is still subject." f 

* Horne Introd., i. 629. fifth ed. f Newton's Dissertations, xx. 

* Horne, iii. 23.— The Discourse being written in haste, and without any 
view to publication, the author availed himself freely of the authorities 
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We proceed to ask, What have been ike bearif^t 
of this event — the destruction of' Jerusalem — upon 
ChrUlianit^ on the one hand, and Judaimn on the 
other ? To the former part of this question, our an- 
swer shall be brief. First, this event furnished a mast 
striking proof of the truth of our Lord's predictions., 
and, consequently, of his divine mission and autho- 
rity. For the predictions were simple, eipreas, em- 
phatic, relating to a great variety and succession of 
circumstances and evenla, which no human wisdom 
could have anticipated, and many of which were ex- 
ceedingly unlikely. For example, " At the time when 
our Lord spoke," aa is remarked by Dr Jortin, " the 
Roman governoc resided in Jerusalem, and had troops 
tliere sufficient to keep it in obedience ; whence it 
was probable that Jerusalem would have continued 
in quiet subjection to the Romans, whatever trouble 
might be raised in other parts of Judea." Even in the 
event of war, the temple was a building so magnifi- 
cent and BO much admired, that " it was natural to 
expect that the Romans, according to their usual cus- 
tom in their conquests, would preserve it safe and en- 
tire." "Wehaveaeenjaccordiugly, that "Titus laboured 
with all his power to save it, but that his soldiers, as 
if moved by a divine impulse, would not hearken to 
his orders, but set fire to it, and that afterwards the 
ground on which it stood was ploughed up, so that 
not one stone was left upon another." " This pro- 
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phecy was pronounced by Christ nearly forty yean, 
and recorded by St Matthew nearly thirty years, before 
the eyent. And for the literal accomplishment, we 
hare the testimony of the historian so often mentioned, , 
who was himself a general on the side of the Jews in 
the beginning of the war, afterwards a prisoner at laige 
in the Roman army ; a party deeply concerned" in the 
whole progress of affairs, and " an eye-witness" of the 
eyent; ^^a Jew, moreover, by religion, and a priest, and 
therefore not to be suspected of partial testimony."* 
Each succeeding age has added its seal to the truth of 
the predictions, by carrying forward the series of events 
in which they are ^filled. To this day the Jews, 
scattered among all nations but not lost— persecuted 
but not destroyed, stand forth a sign and a wonder, 
and a witness to all people of the truth and divine 
inspiration of the prophetic declarations both of Moses 
and of Christ respecting them ; examples, for a destined 
period, of Divine judgment, for their rejection of the 
Messiah; but reserved, by a special providence, for 
those future brighter destinies which are also unequi- 
vocally announced in the word of revelation. 

Farther, the destruction of Jerusalem served a most 
important purpose in reference to Christianity, by 
liberalising the minds of believers ; and, particularly, 
by emancipating the Jewish converts from the autho- 
rity of Moses. For, while the temple stood, the rites 
of Judaism still solicited their observance, and seem 
to have been permitted or sanctioned, in condescension 

* Jortin'8 Discourses on Eccles. History, L 205-207, Notes. 
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to their national predilections, by the apostles. St 
Paul himself, howerer zealona for the proteetion of 
tlie Gentiles from Jewish impositions, yet, wishing to 
have Timothy for his compRnion, " took him and 
circumeised him,"* his mother being a Jewess and. 
a believer : and this to did " because of the Jew» 
■which were in these (quarters," that is, to avert their 
prejndices ; " for they knew all that his father was a 
Greek." The same apostle complied with the counsel 
of James and the elders of Jerusalem to unite with 
filur men that had a TOW ; and he "purified himself 
with them, and entered into the temple, to signify the 
accomplishment of the days, and that an offering should 
be ofiered for every one of them." But the destnio- 
don of the ttimple released the Jewish believers from 
the Ifist links of their chain, intimating in language 
not to be mistaken by them, that the obUgations of 
the Jewish law were at an end. 

Onee more, the deatruction of Jerusalem, by wean- 
ing the believing Hebrews from their national attach' 
menta, and scattering them abroad in the earth, con- 
tributed essentially to the diffusion of the knowledge 
and injluence of the Gospel. Admonished by their 
Lord to escape out of the city, when they should see 
it compassed with armies, and to flee to the moun- 
tains, the disciples made their escape ; for the Roman 
armies, — " the abomination of desolation standing 
where it ought not," — after first approaching the city, 
were by a singular providence repeatedly withdrawn ; 
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and the Christians, fleeing to the mountains, found 
shelter in Pella, and other places in the hill country. 
Afterwards they felt little regret in quitting a land 
which had now lost its chief attraction ; and rejoiced 
in identifying themselyes more thoroughly and cor- 
dially with their Gentile brethren, with whom they 
imited in preaching the Word, not to Jews only, but 
also to Greeks ; yea, to " barbarian, Scythiafi, bond, 
and free/' Thus did this event serveybr the farther'^ 
ance of the GospeL 

But what are its bearings upon Judaism f To this 
part of the subject, could I gain their ear, I would 
especially invite the attention of the descendants of 
Abraham. And that I may not be accused of dog- 
matic assertion, I shall present two leading aspects cf 
the case^ not in the form of doctrinal propositions, but 
in that of questions^ demanding a serious and candid 
investigation. These questions are, — Whether the 
destruction of Jerusalem^ with all the miseries that 
accompanied and followed t7, was not a national 
judgment inflicted hy a righteous God, in punishment 
of the refection of Christ and his Gospel? and. 
Whether this event was not a Divine intimation of 
the final abolition of the Mosaic economy ? 

I ask,^r«f, Whether the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the dispersion of the Jews is not to be regarded 
as an act of righteous judgment upon the naiiony 
incurred in the dreadful crime of rejecting the pro* 
mised Messiah ? The event itself was emphatically 
described by Him who speaks in the chapter before 
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us, as " great tribulation, sunh as was not from the 
beginning of tlie world untii that time ;" and in words 
that seem almost bon'owed from the prophecy, which 
yet it is probable he had never seen, and certainly 
could not intend to acknowledge, the Jewish historian 
says, "Our city, of all those which have been subjected 
to the Romans, was advanced to the highest felicity, 
and was thrust down again to the eitremest misery; 
for if the misfortunes of aU, from the beginning of the 
world, were compared with those of the Jews, they 
would appear much inferior upon the comparison." 
And again, " to speak in hrief, no other city ever suf- 
fered such things, as no other generation, from the 
beginning of the world, was ever more fruitful of 
wickedness."" The Jews themselves admit that their 
suflerings were the punishment of their sins. The 
same historian, in entering upon the subject of the 
destruction of the city and temple, declares of his coun- . 
trymeo, " that be never heard of so wicked a nation ; 
and that, if the Romans bad deferred the siege, either 
the earth had opened to swallow ihem up alive, or fire 
bad come down from heaven, as it did on Sodom, to 
consume them to asbes."1' But mas there no parti- 
Cttlar sin, no pre-eminent crime, that thus aroused the 
thunderbolts of Divine indignation ? What might it 
be ? Was it idolatry ? This sin greatly prevailed in 
earlier times, and met with a fearful punishment by the 
Bword and oppression of the Chaldeans; but, checked 
by the captivity in Babylon, it never again reared its 

• tKwtoB. Dli. III. t Buuga, nS. 
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head. "Was it the profanation of God^s name and of 
his Sabbaths? Was it sensuality^ or treachery y or 
deceit^ or injustice ? All these sins had abounded in 
former times, and had been met i/vith sharp rebukes 
and with severe chastisements ; but with no judgments 
deserving to be compared for a moment with the 
deluge of wrath that now swept them away. Their 
punishment being without a parallel in the history of 
nations, must have been the consequence of some ten- 
paralleled crime ; and what crime can you fix upon 
to which it is so reasonable to impute it as that with 
which St Peter charged their fathers, — that '' with 
wicked hands they killed the Prince of Life;" that 
they " crucified and slew the Lord of Glory ! " Here 
we find a complete solution of the mystery. This act, 
sanctioned alike by the rulers and the people, and 
persisted in by their obstinate rejection of God's own 
testimony, so articulately given in the resurrection of 
Christ, and in the gift of the Holy Ghost, shut them 
up to inevitable ruin. This forfeited all their privi- 
leges ; for it was an act of treason against the cove- 
nant of their God, being the rejection of that very 
Messiah to whom their whole institution looked as its 
scope and end, and in whom it centred and received 
its consummation. And while it forfeited the Divine 
protection, and proclaimed them the enemies of die 
Most High, it served also to sear their consciences, to 
yield them the prey of sin and Satan, and to prepare 
them for every act of wickedness, profligacy, and des- 
peration. " This is the heir," said the wicked husband- 
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men, " come let us kill Um, ami let us seize on his 
I inberitaiice," Can. we wonder that "the Lord of the 
, vineyard should miserahly destroy those wicked men, 
and let out his vineyard to other husbandmen 1" " Did 
I you never read in the Scriptures, the stone tchich the 
^builders rejected, the same is become the head of the 
, comer ? and, whoioever shall fall on this atone shall 
I be broken, but on whomsoever it shalljall, U teillgrmd 
them to powder !" 

And, my brethren, if the Jews, by rejecting Christ 
as a nation, were themselves rejected as a nation, it is 
.no less certain that we oxiraelves, if we reject him as 
iindividuals, must individually perish, — perish under 
Judgments still moie dreadful than, those that over- 
I whelmed Jerusalem, because of a more spiritual, inti- 
mate, and enduring nature. Fat if, in ths day of 
:J^frusalem's judgment, the despairing sufferers " called 
on the rocks to fall on them, and the mountains to 
cover them," what shall he the terror of the unheliev- 
ing and disobedient in the great day of the Lord, 
when Christ shall come in glory, "taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not the Gospel ; 
who shall he punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord !" " Knowing, there- 
fore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men." "Now, 
then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us ; we praj you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled unto God." 

Secondly, 1 ask, Whether the destruction of Jeru- 
d of the temple was not a clear intimation of 
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the final abolition of ike Jfasaic economy f F<f< 

salem was the only citj which the Loid had 

for himself; and the temple was the centre d\ 

worship and ceremonies, of the disdnctioiis and 

leges of the Jews. There only ootild the higk 

offer sacrifices for sin ; there only conld he enter i 

the holy of holies to sprinkle the blood vpoi 

mercy-seat; the^*e only could he come forth froai 

presence of Jchoyah to hless the pec^le. The 

dispensation, being a ministration of shadowi 

ceremonies, naturally came to an end when tiiesei 

dows were withdrawn, and these oeremonies conUi 

longer be observed. " Sacrifices, in particular, 

tuting the substance of their national religion, 

religion could not be said to subsist longer than 

continuance of their celebration. But sacrifices 

be performed only in the temple ; so that whei 

was finally destroyed, the institution itself 

abolished."* In the first captivity there had bea' 

suspension of these services, yet only a partial 

temporary one, and their place had been supplied ''f 

continued prophetic communications ; but now 

overthrow was entire, unmitigated, irreparable. 

visitation has not been seventy years of partial dflf 

tion merely, while the poor of the people remained ii 

Judah and Jerusalem, and while Daniel in Babjif 

was the acknowledged prophet of Jehovah, extend 

his fame over that vast and powerful empire, bnt^ 

proved to b^ now nearly eighteen centuries of banfi 

* Warburton, Julian, p. 6. 
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ment and desertion, for a great part of nhich time no 
Jew >vas permitted to enter or upproach the city, 
while during the whole period no light has shone frtim 
heaven to relieve the gloom, nor voice of inspiratiou 
has been heard. The temple was utterly destroyed, 
so that not one atone remained upon another; that 
temple, too, of which Jehovah had declared, by the 
prophet If aggai, that its glory should exceed that of 
Solomon's, that there " the Desire of all nations should 
come," and that there he should " give peace." How, 
I ask, can this prediction be fulhUed if Jesus was not 
the Messiah, the desire of nations ? For the temple is 
no more. Either the prophecy has failed, oi Jesus is 
the Christ. And where is the office of the high priest 
when there is no temple to sacrifice at, no holy of 
holies to enter, no mercy-seat to sprinkle with the 
atoning blood ? Where is the sinner's hope when the 
altar for sin-offering is no more ? Where are the pri- 
vileges of the Jewish people, when the city of their 
solemnities, the sole sacred resort of their tribes, is 
levelled with the ground ? Was it not a law of stand- ^^^ 
ing obligation, to be observed in all their generations, ^^^| 
that the males of Israel should assemble three times ^^^| 
a-year at Jerusalem to celebrate the appointed feasts ; ^^^| 
a law that continued to be recognised and observed in ^^^| 
all periods of the Jewish economy ? Can that law be ^^^| 
now obeyed '( Has not Ood cancelled it by render- ^^^^ 
ing the obEwrvance of it impossible ? AH the peculi- ' 

arities of that dispensation were at an end, when the 
l^id given to the Others was finally wrested from their ^^1 
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descendants, and the various ordinances that were to 
be observed there, and only there^ became impractic- 
able, and therefore extinct. In the abolition of the 
temple service, and in the dispersion of the Jews, the 
voice of Heaven proclaims aloud, that the shadows 
of things to come have fled away, and given place 
to those substantial realities that are not confined io 
any place or nation. This abolition of Judaism hy 
the destruction of its centre of vitality^ the temple^ is 
beautifully illustrated by St Chrysostom, quoted by 
Bishop Warburton : — "By the necessity," says he, " of 
a local worship, God covertly withdrew the Jews firom 
the rage of ritual observances," — ^that is, a local wor- 
ship being prescribed as an essential character of theii 
religion, yet being now impracticable, this admonished 
the Jews to forego their zeal for their ritual observ- 
ances ; " for as a physician, by breaking the cup, pre- 
vents his patient firom indulging his appetite in a hurt* 
fill draught, so God withheld them from their sacrifices 
by destroying the city itself, and making the place 
inaccessible to all of them/* * 

Awake, then, descendants of Abraham, disciples of 
Moses : why will ye not "look to the end of that which 
is now abolished ?" We ask you not to forsake Moses 
and the prophets, but to come, in company with them, 
to Him of whom they all spoke ; for they " all testi- 
fied beforehand the suflerings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow." Come, and you will find Moses 
and Elias attendant upon Jesus. Come, uid you will 

* Warburton, Julian, p. 9. 
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exchange the terrors of Sinai for the hiessings of Zioa, 
In the very ruins of the earthly Jerusalem you will 
find a salutary memorial, not only of the transitory 
character of all this world's glory, but of the exchange 
of the shadow for the substance ; of the introduction 
of that kingdom which is not of this world, and of thiit 
temple, built upon everlasting foundations, in which 
all bclieyers are liring stones, fashioned after the model 
of " the chief comer stone," eren Jesus Christ. " The 
snn'of the Jewish theocracy, it is true, "is darkened;" 
and the "moon" of the Jewish Church " no longer 
giyes light;" "the stars" of the Jewish priesthood 
"are fallen;" and "the powers of the" Jewish 
" hearenB," the authorities, civil and ecclesiastical, 
occupying high places, " are shaken" and overthrown : 
but behold a brighter sun, even " the Sun of Eighle- 
onsness;" behold a foirer moon, even the Church of 
Obrist ; behold more favoured stars, held in the right 
hand of the Bedeemer ; and authorities and powers 
of a higlier order, stationed in the mystical heaven of 
the Gospel Church, exercising rule in the kingdon 
our God and his Christ. Let not the efibrts i 
making for your salvation be repelled and despised by 
you, hut yield to the testimony of truth, to the i 
tstion of love : come and share in heavenly blessings. 
" Behold ijQur house w lefi ttnto you deaolate." 1 
"holy cities are a wilderness: Zion is a wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation. Your holy and your beauti- 
ful bouse, where your fathers praised the Lord, is burnt 
) with fire, and all your pleasant things are 
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waste." To this day, according to tiie prediction of 
the prophet Hosea, you '^ ahide without a king, and 
without a prince, and without a sacrifice ;" and Jeru- 
salem, we are assured, ^^ shall be trodden down of the 
GentileSy till the times of the Gentiles he fuLfiUed," 

But this last declaration limits the threatening, and 
intimates a period when it shall he recalled. There 
is hope concerning Israel ; for " afterwards^ says 
Rosea, in continuation of the former prediction, 
" shall the children of Israel return^ and seek the 
Lord their God^ and David their king^ and shall 
fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days." 
Let this assurance animate our efforts and our prayers 
in their hehalf. The era of their return shall be an era 
of light and joy to the Chiwch and to the world: *'for 
if the fall of them he the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fulness ! K the casting away of them 
b^ the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiv- 
ing of them be but life from the dead ?" 

To all of you, my brethren, whether of Jewish or of 
Gentile origin, I say, See that you yourselves be found 
in Christ ; see that you be of " the living in Jeru- 
salem ;" see that you be built upon ^ the foundation 
laid in Zion ;" that you be '^ living stones " in that 
spiritual building of which not one stone shall be lost 
or displaced for ever ; that, finally, you may be ^'pillars 
in the temple of God, and go no more out." 



LECTURE V. 

THE DISPERSED AND DEGRADED CONDITION OP 
THE JEWS SINCE THE DESTRUCTION OP JERF- 
SALEM, AND THE PURPOSES OP GOD DESKiNED 
TO BE SEHVED THEREBY. 
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The Psalmist, in speaking of God's dealiags with 
Israel, testifies, " He Imtli not dealt bo with any 
nation." God's hand has so yisilily appeared in all 
the events of their history, that whatever be the point 
at which we meet them, and whateyer be the circum- 
stances in their lot to which we direct our meditationa, 
we may feel as if summoned into the spei-ial presence 
of Jehovah, and, like his servant of old, may hear, as 
it were, a voice addressing us, " Put off thy shoea 
ironi off thy feet ; for the place whereon thou Bland- 
est is holy ground." These remarks may well be 
applied to the views which Scripture gives us of God's 
gracioug dealings with the nation ; and they may also 
be applied in a manner the most striking lo the views 
wMdi Scripture and history afFoid of the fearful and 
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desolating judgments with which He has been pkaM^ 
repeatedly to afflict them. 

In the last discourse delivered on this sabject, fron 
this place, your attention was directed to the greatest 
and most appalling of all these jadgments, that br 
which the ancient prophecy was so awfiillj fulfilled. 
Ley. xxvii. 31, 32, — " I will make your cities waste, 
and hring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will 
not smell the sarour of your sweet odours. And 1 
will bring the land into desolation ;• and your emeama 
which dwell therein shall be astonished." And along 
with the touching description of that event which was 
presented, it was shown how Jehovah's purposes were 
served by that aw^ visitation, vdth respect to the 
Gospel of his grace on the one hand, and to his ancient 
people and the ancient dispensation on the other. 
And now, my friends, we are called, in the good proTi- 
dence of God, to consider the striking fulfilment which 
history and observation afford us of the subsequent 
part of the prophecy already quoted ; and to open up 
and explain, in so far as we can understand them, the 
purposes of Jehovah intended to be served by the hcts 
in their history, which so clearly fulfil the prophecy. 
"And I will scatter you among the heathen" (Lev. xxvL 
33, 36), it is added to the words above quoted, "and 
will draw out a sword after you ; and your land shaU 
be desolate, and your cities waste." " And upon them 
that are left alive of you I will send a faintness Loto 
their hearts in the lands of their enemies ; and the 
sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them ; and thev 
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shall flee, as fleeing from a aword ; and tbej shall fall 
when none pursueth." 

To attempt any thing like a lengthened deseriptior 
of the outcast and dispersed condition in which Israel 
haa pined for ages, would lead us far heyond the limits 
of a discourse ; besides, that to many whom I address, 
it were altogether unnecessary. 1 shall simpl)- remind 
yon of a few general facta regarding this their condi- 
tion, hy which the real character of God's dealings 
with the nation may be clearly brought before your 
notice. And having briefly stated these, I siiall pro- 
ceed to consider, in the second place, some of those 
purposes of Jehovah, which, in eo fer as we can nn- I 
derstand, were intended to be served hy these won- I 
derfiil dealings of his providence. May the Lord 
jruide us by his Spirit, and bless and enlighten as 
abnndantly, in considering these solemn and interest- 
ing subjects ! 

I. Let me, then, direct your attention, in the^nt 
place, to a tew general facts regarding the condition 
of the Jews in that wonderfiil period of their history , 
so plainly referred to in my tert. 

1. Then, bear in mind, that ever since the deatroc" j 
tion of their city and temple, they have been wonder- 
fully acattercd throughout nil tlie nations of the earth. 

Those of you who are aecustomed to study God's 
Word with attention, need not he informed that this' 
was prophesied regarding them at many different 
periods of their history. Thus, in addition tc 

already quoted, we find their great lawgiver J 
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I decluring in another pince (Deut. xxviii. 63, Si),— 
" And yc slinll be plucked from ofl' the land wfaidK 

I thou goeat to poisein it. And the Lord shall scatts 

F tbec among all people, from the one end of tbe exi 
n unto the other." Again, tlie Lord, speakii^ ij 
the prophtt Jeremiah, testiDes (sr. 4}, " I will earn 
tlieni lo be removed iiit« all kingdoms of the etxtii.' 
And, on(;e more, observe how it is stated in mj teil, 
"Lo, I will command, and I will sift the house rf 
Isntel among all nations, like aa com ij sifted in * 

I litive." 

Th&t the event has clearly and wonderiiilly verified 

f these prophecies, most of yoo, I am persuaded, re- 
it to be informed. I-et nie, however, present 
the fot^t to your attention in the remarkable wotdiof 
l)r Keith, one of the deputation sent forth by tm 
Church to Palestine. '* There is not a coontiy," iqi 
he, " on the fiice of tbe earth, where the Jews ttt 

I wUcnown, They are found alike in Europe, Aol, 

\ Africa, and America. They are citizens of the wtnU 
without a country. Neither mounting, nor nTSK 
nor deserts, nor oceans, which are the boundaries d 
other nations, have terminated their wanderings 
They abound in Poland, in lloUond, in Itumio, u^ 
in Turkey. Li Germany, Spain, Italy, France, ani 
Britain, they are more thinly scattered. In Vemt, 
China, and India, on the east and on the west of the 
Ganges, they are few ia number among the heathen. 
They have trod the snows of Siberia, and the sand oF 
the burning desert ; and the European trareUet 
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of their esistence in regions which he cannot reach, 
even in the very interior of Africa, south of Timbuc- 
too. From Moscow to Lisbon, from Japan to Britain, 
from Borneo to Aichangel, from Hindostan to Hon- 
duias, no inhabitant of anj nation upon the earth 
would be known in all the inteirening regions, but a 
Jew alone." 

2, The second fact which I would impress on jour 
attention is, that in all nations among which they 
have been scattered, they have continued, for a series 
of ages, in a degraded and persecuted state. This 
also was clearly predicted in the word of revelation. 
So was it prophesied concerning them by their ancient 
lawgiver, in that same chapter from which I have 
already quoted (Dent, sxviii. 59), — " The Lord will 
make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of tby 
seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance." ' 
(Ver. 65, fiC), — " Andamong these nations shalt thou 
find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have 
rest : but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and 
thy life shall hang in doubt before thee ; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and abalt have none as- 
surance of thy life." Again, speaking by the prophet 
Jeremiah (ssiv. 9), — " 1 wil! deliver them to be re- 
moved intd all the kingdoms of the earth for their 
hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a 
curse, in all places whither I ahaU drive them," Many 
other texts of the same import meet ua in the oracles 
of ttath. Now, all who are in any measure acquainted 
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with history, know how remarkably 
dictions have been rerified. At soBie pcriodi oflkir 
history the storms of persecation hare nged anai 
this people with a fury and a condnoaiiee iM 
threatened to overwhelm and utterijr dealroj ika 
In the words of an historian of the Jews, ^ Eaf 
have often employed the severity of their edicts, wi 
the hands of the executioner, to destroj tlicm ; ib 
seditious multitude has performed ma— ac rea and at 
cutions, infinitely more tragical than tlie pniia 
Both kings and people, heathens, ChrisdaBi^ wi 
Mahometans, who are opposite in so many iSba^ 
have united in the design of ruining tliis nation' 
And in the words of another writer on this sobjeci 
which I quote chiefly to show you that this treatmei: 
of the Jews h;is been general among the nations, ^b 
lands designated Christian, no less than in pi^ 
realms, derision, oppression, spoliation, and prosenp- 
tion have hunted the exiles of Judah fiercely as t^ 
blood-hound tracks liis prey. Their property 1* 
nu'ely been held sacred, or their persons inviokte: 
unsparing confiscations have a thousand times stripped 
them of their possessions, and inexorable banishmenff 
driven them from shore to shore : alike the victims tf 
the rapacious tyrant and the infuriate rabble, thw 
have been alternately ground dowif by political cupi- 
dity, and trampled in the dust by the frenzy of popnltf 
fanaticism. To murder them has scarcely been rf* 
puted a crime, and to torment them has been r^arded 
as a meritorious service. France, Spain, German/i 
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and RuGBtn, are equally iufamuus for JewJab sufiering, 
and staineii with Jewish blood. Would that Engkud, 
our native land, were guiltless ! Bat history testifies 
that her criminality is dark indeed." Often has it 
occurred, no doubt, in the providenee of God, that 
the Btorra has, comparatiTely speaking, been changed 
into a calm ; but eyen in the most favourable circum- 
stances in which we find this people, as dispersed 
among the nations, it has been singularly true of tbem 
m the language of prophecy, that they have found no 
etwe among the nations, neither has the sole of their 
foot had rest. Down to the present time they are- 
ontCBSt and degraded, a reproach and a proverb, a 
taunt and a curse throughout the earth. 

3. But the third fa*t which I would have you to 
observe and bear in mind regarding them is, that 
withal they have been wonderfully preserved, and 
that, up to the present time, they are a distinct and 
sepurate people among all the nations of the earth. 

You will find that it was so prophesied concerning 
them in very many passages of Scripture ; and indeed 
that many, if not most, of those passages which speak 
of their dispersed and degraded state, and which tell 
of the miseries which should overtake them in their 
outcast, desolate condition, are coupled with the strong- 
est declaratious regarding that circumstance in their 
bifltorj to which I now direct your attention. Wit- 
neu, for example, the language of Jehovah, speaking 
by Moses to the people (I*v. xivi. 44) ; when, after 
{ spoken of the miseries which would surely 
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orertoke them, he adds, " Yet, for all that, nhen ihej 
be in the land of their memies, I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them to destroy them 
Utterly." Again, in Jcreniiali {ixs. II), "I am with 
thee, saith the Lord, to save thee : though I make a 
full end of all nationa whither I bare scattered thee, 
yet will I not make a liill end of thce^ but I will 
correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee alto- 
gether unpunished." And observe how it is stated 
in my test, and the verse preceding, — " Behold, the 
eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinfiil kingdom, 
and I will destroy it from off the face of tlie earth; 
saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of 
Jarab, s^th the Lord. For, lo, I will command, and, 
1 will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like 
OS com is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain 
fall upon the earth." 

And 80 it has been strikingly fulfilled in the histoiy 
of this people. Notwithstanding all the malice, per- 
secution, and snaring to whieh they have been sub- 
jected, they have never yet been utterly consumed ; 
and amid the changes of place and circumstances 
which have marked their history as a people, and 
amid the mighty revolutiona which have come upon 
the world since the Lord cast them out of their land, 
and dispersed them among the nations, they are still 
separate and distinct from all the kindreds of the 
earth. " The preservation of the Jews," says Bishop 
Newton, " is really one of the most signal and illostri- 
ous acts of Divine Providence, They are dispened, 
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among al] nations, and yet they are not confounded 
with any. The drops of rain which fall, nay, the great 
rivers which flow into the ocean, are soon mingled 
and lost in that immense bodj of waters ; and the 
same, in all human probability, would have been the 
fate of the Jews,— they would have been mingled 
and lost in the common mass of mankind ; but, on the 
contrary, they flow into all parts of the world, mix 
with all nations, and yet keep separate from all. The 
contempt with which they have been treated, and the 
hardships which they have imdergone, in almost all 
countries, should, one would think, have made them 
dedrons to forget or renounce their original ; but they 
profess it, they gtory in it, and, afW so many wars, 
massacres, and persecutions, they still subsist, — they 
atUl are very numerous. And what but a supernatural 
power could have preserved them in such a manner 
as none othernation upon earth hath been preserved?" 
How strikingly, then, have the words of the prophecy 
been fulfilled, with reference to the time of their dis- 
persion and desolation, as well as to that of their pros- 
perity, — " Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and aball 
not be reckoned among the nations." 

4. Hbejbarlk and last fact to which I would direct 
yotir attention is, that the dispersion and desolation of 
the Jews were not designed by Ood to be perpetual. 

This is a most material feature in the aspect of 
their desolate condition, and must form an important 
clement in our consideration, when we turn our atten- 
tion to the poipoBes of Ood which were int«nded to 
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be iWTved by their dispersion. Thej" are dispereed 
and degraded among the mLtiMia. For about 1800 
years this has been their sad condition ; but " will 
the Lord cast off for ever, and will he be fiivourablc 
no more ?" " Are his tender mercies clean gone for 
ever ?" No ; the time of their trial will surely have 
an end. Though the God of Israel tarry, when the 
time to favour Zion, the set time, shall hare anired. 
He will come, and will not tarry ; and, in the lan- 
guage of the prophet (Isa. lii. 4.), " They shall bnild 
die old wastes, they shall raise up the former deso- 
lations; and they shall repair the waste cities, the 
desolations of many generations." Tlie fact of their 
singular and distinct preservation, in all places whither 
they have been scattered, so that, in the words of my 
test, though sifted among all nations as com is sifted 
in a sieve, jet not the least grain has &llen upon the 
earth, — this fact afibrds us a presumptive proof that 
their dispersion and desolation were not designed to 
he perpetual. But the Word speaks plainly on the 
subject, and the Lord will fulfil it in his time. (Jer. 
xlvi. 28), — ''Fear thou not, O Jacob, my servMit, saith 
the Lord ; for I am with thee : for 1 will make a fiill 
end of all the nations whither I have driven thee ; 
but I will not make a full end of thee, hut correct 
thee in measure." And in the prophecy of Hosea 
(iii. 4), — " For the children of Israel shall abide many 
days without a king, and without a sacrifice, and 
without an imr^, and without an ephod, and without 
Mmphim. Afterward shall the children of Ibtb^jJ 
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turn, and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
King ; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in 
the latter days." And, once more, observe how the 
apostle speaks on this subject in the Epistle to the 
Bomaas (si. 215), — "For I would not bretiiren, that 
ye should he ignorant of this mystery, that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Qentiles be coue in. And so all Israel shall be 
saved ; as it is written, There shall come out of Zion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodlinesa from 
Jacob," 

II. Now, carrying these facts along with us, let us 
turn our thoughts, in the second place, to the solemn 
and important question. What are those purposes of 
God, in so iar as we^jsin know them, which he de- 
signed in his wisdom to accomplish, and which he 
bas ever since heen accomplishing, by l^ese wonderful 
dealings of his providence, towards this tmce favoured 
and exalted people ? 

1. And here I observe, in ^e_first place, that one 
great and glorious purpose accomplished by this dis- 
pensation is, that it manifests the glorious character 
of God in a mnnner the clearest and most impressive. 
For this end was the universe called into being, and 
for thif greatest of nil ends ore all things regulated 
in the kingdoms of providence and of grace. "' The 
Lord hath made all things for himself." Dwelling ^^i 
nlone from eternity in uuoreated escellence, and en- ^^^^ 
joying unspeakable feUGity,hia first and great purpose, ^^^| 
^^w^ Kferenoe to cieatures, must have been, to mani- ^^^H 



^^H festhi 
I^V the u 
n then. 



LECTURE V. 



feat hia own glory, and to reveal, in practical operation, 
unobanging attributes of his character. Look, 
then, lay friends, at this special dispensation to which 
I am directing your attention, and saj, does it not 
proclaim to us, emphatically, what God is, and what 
are the attributes hy which he is distinguished ? " I, 
eren 1 am the Lord ; and besides me there is no Sa- 
Tiour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have 
showed, when there was no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I 
am God. Yea, before the day was I am He ; and 
there is none who can deliver out of my hand : I will 
work, and who shall let it ?" There is no view wMch 
we can take of their dispersed and desolate condition, 
in which we do not trace, as in living characters, the 
attributes and dealings of Jehovah. Whence tbeae 
fearful desolations which have marked the history of 
the people, so that still, after many generationg, they 
are " a curse, and an aBtonishment, and a hismng, 
and a reproach, among all the nations whither they 
have been driven ?" Mark the explanation which the 
oracles of truth afford us, and see how it tells of the 
holiness atid justice of Jehovah (Exck. xxxix. 29) : — 
" And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel 
went into captivity for their iniquity : because they 
trespassed against me, therefore hid I my iiice from 
dtem, and gave them into the hand of their enemies ; 
so fell they all by the sword. According to their 
uncleanness, and according to their transgressions, 
have I done unto them, and hid my I 
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them." Again, how astonishing the fpstimony which, 
in this part of their history, thpy hear to the tntllt of 
tliat God who has torn, and smitten, and afflicted 
them. Read the page of prophecy concerning them, 
and yon might almost fancy that the book of their 
history was before yon. There is, in tlieir fearfiil and 
unparalleled afflictions, an argument for the troth of 
Scripture which once and again has silenced the scoffer 
and the infidel ; so that, scattered and sifted as they 
are among all the nations of the earth, they tell us, 
as it were, fiom the depths of their ahaseraent, — 
" God is not a man, that he should lie," — " his truth 
rcachcth to the clouds." And then, whence, do you 
aslc, their wondrous preservation, and the cheering 
feet concerning them, that the set time to favour Zion 
ehall assuredly arrive ? These are the fruits of Jeho- 
vah's merci/ and faithfulness, — "for the mountains 
shall depart, and the hills he removed, but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, sailh the Lord that 
bath mercy on thee." But why all this to Israel? — ^^^ 
unhehef will readily exclaim : — they are punished for ^^H 
their sin ; their city and their country have been ^^H 
swept with the besom of destruction ; but why this ^^fl 
tnercy in reserve? Who and what is this people, 
that still they should be raised from the dust, and 
compassed about in the end with songs of triumph ^^1 
and deliverance ? It was sovereign grace which ^^^^ 
chose them at the first ; it is this which will continue ^^^| 
^tffvreierve them, and which vrill ble» and exalt then ^^^H 
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ia the end. " TLus sailli the Lord Ood, I do m 
this tor yoor sokes, <l house of Israel, bat foi « 
holy name's eake, which ye hare profaned ameag 
heallieDnhilherye went." Behold, then, at once 
■everitj and gooduess of Jehovuh ! — untaiikted in 
liolmow, unbending in his juatire, i 
trudi, abundaut in mercy and compassion, t 
leignty dispenidiig the precious blessings of his gme' 
2. Bst secondly, 1 obeerve, that anotb^ ^*^ F* 
pose of God, in the present dispensation towards laid 
ia to give glory and honoar to his Son befcHV the bi 
of all people apon earth. Our bleesed SaWour Ii 
self tesCitied, " For the Father judgeth do man ; 
hath committed all judgment unto the Son; tfaatd 
men should honour the Son, even as they- hoooar lb 
Falber." I have stated, in the fort^oing particnlK. 
that the ciiief and greatest end of Jehovah, i 
providence, and grace, was to manifest and illnaInU 
his own glorious character and perfectioos. But lb 
view is entirely consistent wiih the truth, that tit 
great end for which the world and the framework 4 
society are upheld, is also to give glory to his Son, at 
to illustrate and unfold the greatness and glory of » 
demptioo. For the accomplishment of this mi^ 
object have all events been directed and overralaJ 
since the first revelation of Jehovah's purpose rf 
mercy ; and to this shall they tend continual] j, till «U 
the kingdoms of this world have become the kii^ 
doms of our God, and of his Cltrist. Mark, then, m| 
friends, how the dispersion and degradation aC>Al 
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Jewa ba^e tended to accomplish this glorious and im- 
[untaiit oLject, to proclnim the glcry of the Son, and 
to exhibit and illustrate the excellence and value of 
redemption ! Why are they so marked in their punish- 
ment above all the nations of the earth, which have 
drunk the cup of Jehovah's imlignation ? Wliy have 
their afflictions, as a people, been unparalleled ? Ah ! 
this is the nation which rejected the Lord of ^lorj, — 
wbidt hated, and reviled, and persecuted Messiah, 
evea to the death. It was prophesied concerning 
dien, that thus they would reject Messiah when he 
caine. ''' When we shall see him, tliere is no beauty 
that we should desire him, lie ia despised and re- 
jected of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him : he 
wai despised, and we esteemed him not." And bo 
was it accordingly, when the Saviour appeared, — " He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not." 
Uis whole life on earth was a scene of tri^ and crud 
penecutiou, till at length, in et^er anticipation of titat 
event hy whidi the cup of Jewish iniquity was iilled, 
bis enemies, in miiduesH esclaimed, " His hlood he on 
us, and on our children." So Peter, who was himself 
a Jew, when faithfully proclaiming to his blinded and 
devoted countrymen the awful enormity of their crime, 
thus states it, to their feariiil condemnation : " Ye 
denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a 
murderer to he granted unto you ; and killed the 
Prince of Life, whom God holh raised from the dead ; 
we are witnesses." And, then, lutw ifipro- 
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priate the description of their a 
which the Saviour himaelf in prophecy deliTered 
(Matt, xxi, 38, 39),—" When the busbnndmen saw 
the son, they said among themselves, This is the brir ; 
come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his iahcri- 
tance. And they caught him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and slew him." And " therefore 1 say nnto 
you (ver. 43, i*), Tlie kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. And whosoever shall fdll on this stone 
shall be hroken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder." There was no sin like 
theirs in enormity, for they cast out and crucified the 
Lord of life and glory; and therefore their judgments 
and desolations are unparalleled in the history of the 
world. They are thus, in their dispersed and desol&te 
condition, living monuments, so to speak, of the gloiy 
of the Lord Jesus, — of the honour put on him hy Qod, 
as the Mediator of the new and well-ordered covenant, 
— of his excellence and beauty in God's sight. And 
they proclaim, with a voice which may make the 
boldest unbeliever tremble and be dismayed, ' 0, 
Lord, the liope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall 
be ashamed ; and they that depart from thee shall be 
written in the earth, because they have forsaken the 
Lord, the fountaio of living waters." 

3. I remark, that another glorious purpose served 
by this dispensation is, that the Lord might gather to 
himself a Church from among the Gentiles, who pre- 
viottsly were not a people. 
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This seema to be indicated in that ancient prophecy 
by Moses (Deut. sssii. 21), — "They have moTed me 
to jealousy with that which is not god ; they haye 
provoked me to an^r with their vanities ; and I will 
move them to jealousy with those which are not a 
people ; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish 
nation." But the apostle hringa this before us, in a 
manner the most explicit, in that remarkable chapter, 
the 11th of the Epistle to the Romans. He says ex- 
presfily, at the 11th verse, that through the fall of the 
Jews "salvation is come unto the Gentiles;" and 
adds, in the next verse, " If the fell of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the 
riches of the Gentiles." Again, in the 25eh verse, 
" Blindness in part is happened to Israel, mitil the 
fidnesa of the Gentiles he come in." And, once more, 
in the 30th verse, addressing the Gentiles, he declares, 
"Ye in times past have not believed God, yet havo 
now obtained mercy through their unbelief." There 
ie then, you will observe, a manifest and declared con- 
nection between the national rejection of the Jews, 
and the bringing in of the Gentile world, to enjoy the 
hopes and privileges of God's children. 

Now, there may be, and there is much, in this 
arrangement, which, in our present feeble state, we 
cannot midersbind. It may not be, and it is not pos- 
sible, for us fully to explmn why the bringing in of 
the Gentiles should thus seem to spring from, and be 
really connected with, the rejection and dispersion of 
Ood's ancient people. But the iact is beyond all oon- 
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troveisy; and we know that, however impcifect oil 
Tiews may be of the reasons of this arraxtgemvit, i 
lias been planned out and executed by liim who i 
wUe in counsel and es(3ellent in working, and to v^ 
all Ills works are known from the beginning, Si 
there are some views wliich Scripture wEurants tu i 
hold on this solemn and intereeting sabjeet. 

Thus, it was a just and righteous pmceediiig di 
the Jews, as a Dalion, should be rejected, and 
suffer the innumerable evils under wiiich thej kM 
groaned for ages. They rejected the Lord of ^M 
duspised his testimony and salvation, and trunpleJ* 
the blood of (lie everlasting covenant. Thefa0i 
then to be witnesses for God in this dark and idM 
world. Instead of testifying for hie truth, theyopp* 
ed it with a. deadly eumity. But Jehovah had aen 
left himself without ji witness upon earth. In tli 
darkest and most troublous times, he Las alwap ^ 
a people who acknowledged him, and c^ed npODb 
name. And, therefore, those who had berai fomo^ 
his witnesses \iviag juelly and righteously rgecteJii 
was in all respects wise and glorifying to liii mM 
that he sho\ild call in another people, and raiae qi 
visible Church from the other tongues, and kindn^ 
and nations of the children of men. Such 
have been the feeling under which Faul an 
bas, in addressing the rebellious Jews, exclaimed, *li 
wua necessary that (he word of Ood should first bin 
been ^lokoi to you: but sycing ye put it from j* 
and judge yooxselves unworthy of ererlastiae^^ 
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we turn to the Gentiles: for so linth the Lord com- 
maudedus" (quoting from the Prophet laniah), "say- 
ing, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, tliat 
ihoa shouldst be for solvation unto the ends of tlie 
earth." 

But, again, it wa? the purpose of Jehovah from 
eternity, that at the coming of Messiah, a hetter bope 
, should be introduced. The types of the ancient dis' 
I pensation were all to be fiilfilled, — the day of Gospel 
I light was to shine, — the shadows were to flee away, — 
and a great and glorious salvation was henceforth to 
be proclaimed mito all the ends of the earth. And, 
therefore (it being consistent with, and demanded by. 
Divine justice, that his ancient people should be pun- 
ished for their awful and aggravated crinieB), it waa 
wise and glorifying to God to reject them as a nation 
for a time, to drive them from the land which he had 
given them, and to scatter tbem abroad upon the 
earth, that no vestige of legal shadows might remain, 
but that all might know and hi? assured that the ful- 
ness of the time had come, that the work of redemp- 
tion was complete, and that life and immortality were 
brought to light by the glorious Gospel, 

But in saying that the Jews were rejected and 
dispersed, in order that a Gentile Church might be 
gathered in, are we to understand that the whole 
Gentile world is to be converted before Israel be 
restored in the latter days f Brethren, if we speak 
at all on this subject, let us do so with mo<lcsty and 
I tontkm, in a spirit altogether diflbtent from that with 
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^^^^V vhieh some of our modem theorists venture, teap* 
^^^^f proach it. In touching the ground of prophecyfct 
P to be fulfilled, let us seek to realize the sentiment 

I that it is not for us "to knon the times or the seeBMU 

I which the Father hath put it in his own power ; ' and 

I feeling that we are coming, as it were, into the conn- 

H cil chamber of the king, let us see to it that our words 

I I>e few, and, in all respeets, chastened and subdued. 

r But there are some general views on the important 

question abore stated, whieh I cannot help humblf 
suggesting to your serious and prayerfiil attention. 

I The Spirit of the Lord speaking by the prophet iHinaJi, 

regarding the glory of IsTtiel in the latter days, testi- 
fies {Is. 3),—" The Gentilea shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brigbtuess of thy rising." Again, by 
the prophet Zechariah, on the same subject (Tiii. 22, 
23), — " Yea, many people and strong nntiona aluill 
come to seek the Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem, and to 
pray before the Lord, Thus saith the Lord of Hoats, 
In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men 
shall take hold, out of all langui^es of the nationa, 
even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, 
saying. We will go with you ; for we have heard that 
God is with you." And not to quote farther from 
the prophets, consider the language of the apostle 
(Kom. xi. 12, 15),— "Now, if the fall of them be the 
L riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the 
^ riches of the Gentiles ; how much more their fiil- 
?" And again, " If the casting away of them be 
Lthe TGConciling of the world, what shall the rec«ivii^f 
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of them be, but life from the dead ?" May we not say 
with safety, that these passages, and such as these, 
which abound in the saered Scriptures, seem rather 
to indicate, that after the conversion of the Jews, the 
(lause of the Redeemer throughout the nations will be 
vitally and materially accelerated, — that after that 
important and glorious event, the aspect which the 
nations will preeent, with reference to the Saviour and 
his cause, in comparison wi& the aspect they present 
during this the period of Israel's degradation, will lie 
as the beauty, and vigour, and activity of life, when 
compared with the coldness and loathsomeness of the 
grave ? Nay, may we not go a little ferther, and con- 
clude, from the tenor of such portions of the Word, 
that in some way or other (whether by direct agency, 
or by the indirect influence of their wonderful example, 
I cannot even hazard a conjecture), the Jews, !n their 
conversion and restoration, will he honoured by Jeho- 
vah as the instruments in giving to the cause of Christ 
an impetus among the nations, which, by the bless- 
ing of the Lord, and the abundant outpouring of the 
Spirit, will usher in the glory of the latter days ? 

But these views are quite consistent with the truth, 
that a Gentile Church is to be gathered to the He- 
deemer during the times of the darkness and disper- 
sion of the Jews. And there is much in Scripture 
which appears very plainly to indicate, that a great 
:ind striking revival of religion will take place among 
<ientile Churches, even before the period alluded to 
U arrive, — when Israel, as a Dation, shall be glo- 
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riously converted and restored. This mmy be fomid 
true to a marrellous extent, while the other idea may 
be also realized, — ^that the final consummation oi iSkt 
work shall be deferred, in the providence of €k>d, tiM 
his ancient people shall have been restored. This 
view we desire to advance with all the humiMty whaxk 
becomes us, as appearing the most likely whereby to 
reconcile those Scriptures on the subject, which mi^^t 
otherwise seem to be at variance. And does not this 
appear to be the view of the apostle when he 8ay% 
quoting from Deuteronomy (Rom. x. 19), — ^^ First, 
Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them 
that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will 
anger you ? " And again (xi. 1 1 ), — *' I say then, Have 
they stumbled that they should fall? God forlnd: 
but rather through their fall salvation is come imto 
the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealoasy." And 
once more (ver. 31 ), — '^ Even so have these also now 
not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy." 

But there is another view still, which I wooM take 
the liberty briefly to suggest, in connection with die 
above ideas, rather than place it before your notice as 
a separate head of this discourse. I have said that a 
Church was to be gathered to the Lord from aaMmg 
the nations of the earth, during the period of Israers 
dispersion ; and I have ventured to express usy belief 
that a work of signal revival may be looked for er&t 
previous to the time of Israel's restoration. Bat is 
there not also reason to beheve, from the tenor of 
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many passages of Scripture, that prerious to the glo- 
rious conauiumatiou which shall be witnessed in the 
lattex days, the enemies of truth and righteousness 
shall grow in hostility and violence, till the cup of 
their iniquity being fiill, they shall he visited, in the 
pMvidence of God, with the tokens of hia hot displea-' 
sare } Is not something like this to he gathered from 
tbe language of ihe Psabnist (Psal.ii. 8,8), — "Ask of 
me, mid I shfdl give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
loDce, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
poesessiou. Thou shalt break them with a rod oF 
iron ; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel," And may not the apostle, also, he under- 
stood as hinting at this, when he declares (Bom. xi. 
20, 21), — "Because of unbelief they were hrokenofT, 
and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but 
fear : for if God spared not the natural branches, take 
heed lest he also spare not thee." And then, there is 
that saying of the Saviour, " Jerusalem shall be trod- 
den down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled." And so, then, as it was revealed 
to Abraham of old, that his seed should not conte 
into the enjoyment of their privileges, till the iniquity 
of the Amoritea should be fiill, so may it, perhaps, be 
realist in regard to their fiitnre and eventfiil history, 
that they shall wander among the nations, and be still 
degraded and afflicted, till the cup of Gentile iniquity 
being full, that solemn and impressive prophetic deela- 
ration shall be verified (Jer. xlvi. 27, 38), — "Jacob 
■baU letuni, and be in rest and at ease, »)d none 
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shall make him afraid. Fear thou not, O Jacob 
my servant, saith the Lord ; for I am with thee : for 
I will make a full end of all the nations whither I 
have driven thee ; but I will not make a full end of 
thee, but correct thee in measure : yet will I not leave 
thee wholly unpimished." Ah! brethren, when we 
look around us in the world, and see how ungodliness 
abounds, — when we observe how the Man of Sn, 
who is doomed and devoted to destruction, is raising 
up his head in our land, and strengthening himself 
among the nations, — ^how a reckless practical infidelity 
seems rapidly advancing, — how nations, and commu- 
nities, and churches, seem teeming with the elements 
of disorder, revolution, and destruction, — ^the prophetic 
intimations to which I have adverted should fill us 
with humility and awe ; and, when cheered with the 
glorious hopes which we are warranted to entertain 
of Zion, should constrain us to "join trembling with 
our mirth." 

4. But this leads me to observe, in the last place, 
that another great purpose which seems intended to 
be accomplished by the present dispersion and con- 
tinued preservation of the Jews is, to prepare them, 
in God's good time, for the high and dignified posi- 
tion which they are destined in the end to hold among 
the nations. 

It is not my department to enter on any considera- 
tion of the state to which Israel shall be brought, 
when the Lord shall be pleased, in his mercy, to re- 
visit and restore them. And neither does it belong 
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to the subject of this discouise, to touch upon the dif- 
ficnlt question, as to how fai the language of prophecy 
regarding them is to be literally or spiritually inter- 
preted. But disclaiming all sympathy with those 
views which have been put forth rashly and unwar- 
rantably, as we ttink, by some modem writers on the 
subject, I would venture to assume, that they shall 
yet be converted and rcstori'd to their own land ; that, 
as a people, they shall be raised to a high degree of 
favour with Jehovah, and crowned abundantly with 
spiritual and eternal blessings. Am I not borne out 
in this assumption by such passages of Scripture as 
these (Isa. liv. 7, 8) : — " For a small moment have I 
forsaken thee ; but with great mercies will I gather 
thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for 
a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saitb the Lord, thy Redeemer," And 
again (li. 15, 16), "Whereas thou hast been forsaken 
and hated, so that no man went through thee ; I will 
make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many gene- 
rations. Tliou shalt also suck the milk of the Gen- 
tiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings : and thou 
shalt know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and ihy 
Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 

Now, what I venture to say is, that their long dia< 
petsion and degradation, and the innumerable trials 
and afflictions to which they have in justice been ex- - 
posed, may he viewed as intended by Jehovah to be 
the prelude and preparation for the honour and eKal- 
tation which await them. This view is borne out by i 
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the whole analogy of the Divine procedjure r^arding 
Israel. It was when they groaned in.EJgypt under 
the yoke of their oppressors, when thq crj of their 
afflictions ascended to the Lord of Sahao^b^ that he 
was pleased to show wonders upon Phaiaph, and to 
bring them out with a high hand from the power and 
presence of their enemies. And so ip the days of 
Nehemiah it was, when " the remnant that were left 
of the captivity in the province were in great, affliction 
and reproach, when the wall of Jerusalem also was 
broken down, and the gates thereof burnt with fire," 
that the Lord was preparing, in his providence, for 
their speedy and glorious return. Thus, having con- 
cluded them all in unbelief, and having brought them, 
as it has been for ages, to an extremity almost verging 
on despair, his power and mercy will be all the m(H% 
conspicuous in the end, when they " shall come to 
Zion with songs, and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads." 

Again, we should remember, that the promise being 
given, they must have been predestinated in the coun- 
sels of eternity, and set apart, in the sovereignty of 
God, for this high and honourable calling ; and, as 
the coimsel of the Lord standeth sure for ever, that 
all things, however unlikely in themselves, must be 
working together for the accomplishment of this mighty 
pui*pose. In Israel, then, as a nation, shall be fulfilled 
that glorious truth which has often been verified in 
the experience of the people of the Lord : " Behold I 
have refined thee, but not with silver ; I have chosen 
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thee in the fiirnacc of affliction ." And when the time 
of deliverance shall have come, the language of their 
hearts will he, — " Come and let iia return unto the 
Lord : for he hath torn, and he will heal ub ; he hath 
smitten, and be will hind us up." And bo, when the 
Lord shall have brought again the captivity of Zion, 
they shall feet and acknowledge, to the praise of the 
glory of his grace, that every step in this long and 
dreary humiliation has been ordered, not only in holi- 
ness and justice, but in infinite wiadoin, boundless 
mercy, and unchanging faithfulness and love ; and 
their blessed experience, as a people, In reflecting on 
their heavy chastisementB, will be that which is ex- 
pressed by the Pealmist, when he says, — " The Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." 

Now, brethren, suffer me, in conclusion, briefly to 
advert to some practical lessons which this interesting 
portion of the history of Israel is eminently fitted to 
suggest. 

1. Consider the solemn and important learning 
which this portion of the Jeivi-sb history presses upon 
UB, OB individuals, as a Church, and as a nation. Much 
is done at present to excite our sympathy and compas- 
sion towards Israel. It is well that it should be so. 
But there is a danger in these circumstances, lest, 
through the devices of Satan, and the deceitfulness of 
our hearts, we may forget the warning which their 
history is fitted to afford. They rejected and dcspistd 
the Messiah, and so cast off all^iance to their king. 
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And now, for almost eighteen centuries tliev b' 
groaned under the Tisitation of God's chaftenin}; » 
Then rememlier, my friends, the solemn wamin; ^ 
ipostle : " If God apared not the natural bnmdie. 
take heed lest he also spaxe not thee." Hoir ran* 
as individuals, escape, if ne neglect or despUe lli 
great salvation ? How can we prosper as a Chnni 
if we be unfiuthful to llim who alooe is King in Zba 
oar living, glorious, and exalted Head ? IIow canf 
as ft nation, escape the judgments of the Almightr, 
we foil in our acknowledgment of Him who is lb 
Prince of the kings of ihe earth ! O ! let 
through grace, that, wh*n the judgments of the LoJ 
thus abroad in the earth, we may learn wisdw 
and may receive, and honour, and obey this gloii« 
and divine Hedeemer. If we be not thus wamedwi 
instructed, our sympathy towards Israel, and oar W 
exertions in their behalf, will be nil in vain to 
lie. Other foundation can no i 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." And ho» 
emphatically does this portion of their history illnstntt 
the language of the Saviour : " If a man abide not ir 
me, he is cast forth as a. branch, and is withered j aid 
men gather them, and cast them into the iire, and thn 
arc burned." 

2. Observe the encour^ement which the true peo- 
ple of God may derive from reviewing the histoiy "i 
Israel. Muih is said at present of the literal interpn- 
tation of the promises regarding Israel. And I think 
there can bo very littl* doubt, that some. 
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Ih many, of these promises will at length be literally ful- 
^ filled. But let us beware of running to extremes, and 
g of losing the comfort and encouragement which the 
^ people of the Lord, in all agc&, have derived from the 
I history of Israel. Israel, according to the flesh, has 
I been always typical of the spiritual Israel of God ; and 
^ in respect of God's dealings ^vith them as a people, 
L and of the hopes and promises which belong to them, 
^ they afford us a living representation of the history of 
L the citizens of Zion. They were chosen in soTereignty, 
I called in mercy, delivered from the hand of enemies, 
. protected and preserved in dangers. They have been 
I punished for their sins in f^thfulness ; in their back- 
slidings and chastisements, they have been still remem- 
bered and beloved ; and they are destined, in due 
time, " to return and come to Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads." And what comfort, 
hope, and instruction are to be found in the assurance, 
that so also is it with the spiritual Israel of God — 
children of Abraham by faith in Christ ! They also 
were chosen in Divine sovereignty, — " according a! 
hath chosen ua in him before the foundation of the 
world." They are called in mercy and loving-kind- 
iiess, — for " whom he did predestinate, them he also 
railed," They are not only received into fevour, but 
in due time delivered from the hand of all their ene- 
mies, — for their help is laid on " One who is mighty ;" 
and Christ Jesus, their Lord, hath "spoiled principaU- 
ties and powers." They are protected and preserved 
in dangera, — for they " are kept by the power of God, 
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through fiuth unto salvation." They are poniahed 
and afflicted for their sins ia faithfiiluess, — &r " iriun 
the Lord lovoth he chasteneth, and scourgeth eiaj 
son whom he rcceivcth." In their backslidings and 
their chaBtisements, they are still remembeied and 
beloved, — " for the mountains shall depart, and ik 
hills be remored ; but my kindness ahull not depan 
from thee, neither shall the covenant of jny peace h 
removed, soith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee.' 
And they are destined to triumph in the end,--* 
that, af^r all their wanderings, backalidings, chasliK- 
ments, and recoveries, it may he truly said rcgaidii^ 
them, iu the highest and most glorioua sense of th 
expressions : — " Happy art thou, O Israel : who is Kkt 
unto thee, people, saved by the Lord, the shield > 
thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellent' 
And thine enemies shall be found liars unto tlxt 
and thou shalt tread upon their high places." 

3, Consider, laatii/^ from this ^uhjoct, our du^ 
towards Israel according to the flesh. I have Sfiixt 
of the typical character of Israel, and of the coinioii 
and iiistrttction which this view is fitted to impwl 
But, while seeking for this comfort and instructinL 
let us beware of neglecting our duty t^rvrards IsBfi 
Let us not suppose for a moment that we can watiot 
ably join iu oppressing them, or tJiat we may va 
without ein, to look with indifference on their 
tual interests. True, they hare justly suffered,— 
crime has been great and their punishmeol unpanl- 
leled, — hut still, you tare heard enough alreadj B 
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; you that many and fearful are the woes 
whicharc denounced against the nations which oppress 
them. It is true, also, that by their rejection we 
I hare already Ehown you, have been admitted to 
obt^n mercy ; but may we, therefore, be indifferent 
to their interest, and rejoice in the precious privileges 
which we, through their fall, have undeservedly ob- 
tained! No! the apostle turns this view into an 
Bigument for ui^ng the Gentiles to seek, and pray, 
and labour for the conversion of God's ancient people : 
" £ren so have these also now not believed, that 
] through your mercy they also may obtain mercy," 
I And then, every consideration tends to streDgthen 
^ this view, and to press this duty on our serious atten- 
I tion. Taking the narrowest view possible of the 
subject, is not the soul of every poor outcast son of 
Abraham as precious in itself as any in the world ? 
They are sinners like ourselves, — they require to be 
washed in the peace-speaking blood of Jesus ; and the 
command of our glorious Redeemer is, — " Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture." Again, whatever views we may entertain of 
the future destiny of Israel, of this, at least, we are 
assured, that even now, in the times of the Gentiles, 
there is a remnant to be saved, " according to the 
election of grace." The apostle testifies of this repeat- 
edly. " Esaias also crieth," says he, " concerning 
Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel 
be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved." 
^*^^yf, then, shall they believe in him of whom they 
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have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher ? " Again, something is surely due to the 
gratitude and aflfection with which Christians ought 
ever to regard them. How touching is the language 
of the apostle concerning them : " I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh : who are Israelites ; 
to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises ; whose are the 
fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed for ever/' Yes ; 
they are the children of Abraham, the friend of God, 
the father of believers. " Salvation is of the Jews.** 
The Saviour was a Jew according to the flesh. They 
were honoured as the instruments in conveying the 
knowledge of salvation to the Gentiles, once outcast 
and degraded, sitting in darkness, and perishing in 
sin. Once more, how precious are the promises to 
those who seek the peace and spiritual prosperity of 
Israel. " Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed 
is he that curseth thee/' " Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem : they shall prosper that love thee." And 
lastly, if we would desire and hasten the glorious con- 
version of the nations, let us seek and pray that Israel 
may be turned to the Lord. Without venturing to 
speak of particulars, beyond all controversy the two 
events are vitally connected in the word of prophetic 
inspiration : " If the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
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them be, but life from the dead." We may, and I 
trust we shall even now, see times of revival, though 
judgments and afflictions may also perhaps abide us. 
But we have every reason to beHeve, that the bringing 
back of Jacob from his long captivity will be closely 
connected with that glorious time of restitution, when 
" one shall not need to say unto another, Klnow the 
Lord ; but when all shall know Him from the least 
even to the greatest." " Thou shalt arise and have 
mercy upon Zion ; for the time to favour her, yea, the 
set time is come. For thy servants take pleasure in 
her stones, and favour the dust thereof. So the 
heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the 
kings of the earth thy glory." Amen. 
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LECTURE VI. 

THE SPIRITUAL AND NATURAL CHILDREN OF 
ABRAHAM ; AND THE OBLIGATION UNDER 
WHICH THE GENTILE BELIEVER HAS BEEN 
LAID TO LOVE AND HONOUR THE JEW. 

BY THB REV. ALEXANDER MOODY STUART, A.M., 

MINISTER OF ST LUKB's PARISH, EDINBURGH. 

" If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise."— Gal. iii. 29. 

In reference to the glories and the terrors of the 
latter day, Jehovah has graciously promised that he 
will " turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest he 
come and smite the earth with a curse ;" he will, hy 
his Spirit, so move the minds of men, that they shall 
no longer think of themselves merely and their own 
welfare, but seek the good of every one to whom 
they are by any bond related. Men will begin to 
study the various relations in which they stand, both 
natural and spiritual, whether as fathers and children, 
as rulers and subjects, pastors and people, or by what- 
ever tie of nature or of grace God hath knit the human 
family together. Toward all to whom they are in 
any way related, he will turn their hearts, enkindling 
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within them feelings corresponding to the special 
relation ; lest that which was designed For good, 
should hy their unfitness be converted into evil, and 
the earth be smitten with a curse, because it was in- 
capable of receiving the blessing. And in the midst 
of much cause of gladness in fhia respect, and much 
likewise of sorrow ; in the midst of heartless neglect 
and bold denial, on the one hand, and on the other, 
of successful study and earnest desire in reference to 
many of these relations ; it is with unfeigned gratitude 
that we see the heart of the Cientile turning to the Jew. 
"We hail it as a token for good, not to Israel merely, 
but to us, that we who have so long forgotten that 
Abraham is our fhther, are now, at last, remembering 
it, for otherwise we might ourselves he smitten with 
a curse ; but if our hearts are drawn out to them, 
and theirs, in turn, are by grace moved toward us, 
we and they shall be accepted together, and enjoy one 
common blessing. 

And yet, while our object is, this evening, to 
endeaTour to turn the hearts of the children to their 
fiithers, to induce a man to think of his brother, we 
cannot but remind you in passing, that this can be done 
to no purpose, and will he followed by no blessing, un- 
less every man have thought first of himself. A man's 
heart must he turned inward first ; he must have 
found grace for himself, before he can really desire it 
for others ; and, therefore, instead of asking all of 
you to give your minds to the train of observation on 
which we are entering, there are some of whom » 
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earnestly request, that you will not attempt to Man 
us, but -wisely pause on the first expression of os 
text^ and let it occupy, for an hour at least, yom in- 
tense and exclusive attention. '' If ye be ChristV- 
what an interesting, — what an awful iff Weigh i 
well and thoroughly, and till you haye arrived at sone 
just conclusion on so important a subject, let it lod^ 
deep and fest within your mind. — If I be Christ's- 
i/I be Christ's! 

Proceeding now to the proper subject of our pre«si 
discourse, we shall examine, and request you to ex- 
amine along with us, these three simple propositioBs: 
— Every believer is by grace a child of Abraham,- 
every Jew is by nature a child of Abraham, — the SI 
of Abraham by grace is bound to love and honour ^ 
child of Abraham by nature. 

I. Every believer is by grace a child of Abrahaa 
" If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed." 1i 
whatever nation of the earth any man belongs, fioc 
the hour in which he believes in Christ he is a chiU I 
of Abraham. This spiritual relation, so fully and fre- 1 
quently declared in other Scriptures, is so plainly stated 
in the words before you, that we shall not detain joi 
l)y seeking fuller proof, but rather proceed to inquire, 
what the relation w, and what the relation implies, 

I . First, then, what is the relation in which the 
believer, and specially the believing Grentile, stani 
to Abraham ? In what sense is he our father, an^ 
are we his children ? — a question sufficiently into- 
esting, and withal somewhat difficult, and yet too 
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t Ughtlj' passed over by many whom it very nearly 
I concerns. In the "Word of Ood, we find the terms 
I father and child employed to denote very various 
E spiritual relations, in some of iThich the connection is 

[strong and close, in others, comparatively weak and 
distant. If ire review those relations in relerence to 
I that one which falls specially under our considera- 
tion, we shall arrive at tlie conclusion, that in it the 
terms father and child express a connection far indeed 
fi:om the strongest that they aie used to denote, yet 
by no means the weakest. 

To begin with the highest of all, we are not children 
of Abraham as we are children of God, " who, of hia 
own will begat us with the word of truth;" to him 
Abraham himself cries, along with us, Abba, Father. 
Neither are we Abraham's children, as we once all 
were, and as we fear some amongst us still are, chil- 
dren of the Wicked One. This relation is not nearly 
' BO close as the tirat ; we never were children of Satan 
as we now are children of God, for Satan himself is 
but a creature. Still, it is a connection of prodigious 
power, and influence, and likeness, the father working 
in all his children, and taking them captive at hia 
will ; and to this tyrant our father Abraham, along 
with ua, lived many years a slave. Nor, farther, is 
■ our connection with Abraham such as our connection 
■with Christ, who says, " Behold I, and the children 
which God hath given roe." Abraham is no saviour 
but himself a saved sinner. Nor yet, again, are we 
limited by grace to Ahniham, as we arc hy nature 
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united to Adam. The Father of the Faithful was 
indeed the head of a covenant, yet not such a covenant 
head as our first father. The Jew himself has a con- 
nection with Adam which he has not with Abraham ; 
in every son of Israel you may read the moral features 
of the one, but in thousands you wiU search in yam 
for any trace of the other. 

These relations are all stronger, but there are others 
expressed by the same terms, that are weaker. There 
is mere discipleship and imitation, as the disciples of 
the prophets are styled the sons of the prophets. This 
is included in our being children of Abraham; accord- 
ing to the Scripture, " K ye were Abraham's children, 
ye would do the works of Abraham," but by no means 
expresses the entire connection. We are walking in 
the footsteps of the apostles, and we have Paul exhort- 
ing us, " Be ye followers of me ;" and the beloved dis- 
ciple, in the overflowings of fatherly afiFection, calls us 
his " little children ; " yet we need not prove, that the 
Scriptures no where intimate that we have any such 
connection with them, as we have with him who is 
the father of all them that believe. Even Noah, 
with whom the covenant of grace was renewed, and 
whose children all of us Uterally are, is not termed our 
father by any such marked distinction. But, again, 
there is a closer tie than that of mere imitation, in the 
bond that subsists between the convert and the in- 
strument of his conversion. "Though ye have ten 
thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many 
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through 
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the Gospel." This connectiofl is very strong and very 
sacred, and should ever he remembered and cherished ; 
but it also is both different in its nature, &om the re- 
lation into which we are inquiring, and less frequently 
and strongly marked in the Word of God. 

But in the midst of various spiritual relations that 
are stronger, and others that are weaker, than our 
relation as children to Abraham our &thcr, we think 
we can discover one, if not exactly, yet very nearly 
analogous in the connection ibrmed between fether 
and child, in the ordinance of baptism.* That con- 
nection itself it is indeed difficult to define. Yet the 
fadier, on the one hand, is not the saviour of the child, 
but is himself a helpless sinner, presenting to God his 
lost and helpless offspring ; and neither is he, on the 
other hand, the mere teacher of the child. The child 
is baptized because the parent is a believer, and it is 
to the iailh of the parent that regard is had in the 
ordinance. We say not that his inward unbelief will 
intercept all blessing from the child, if he has professed 
his faith in Christ, and is a member of the visible 
Church, any mure than the ungodliness of the minis- 
ter of God can make the word he has preached entirely 
void; but if we have no right to expect a blessng on 
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the word, from the lips 'of an unbelieving messenger, 
no more may we expect a blessing on the child pre- 
sented in the arms of an unbelieving parent. Were 
there more faith in parents, there would be more grace 
bestowed on their children. If fathers confidingly 
embraced the covenant for their ofispring, we should 
ofrener see the fruits of a covenant blessing in earliest 
infancy, or, it may be, the blessing kept in store to be 
granted after many years of rebellion. 

Now, Abraham had faith to embrace the covenant, 
not for himself merely, but for his seed. He was a 
man, indeed, who would train his offspring in the fear 
of the Lord. " I know him that he will command 
his household after him ;** but this was not all the 
benefit they derived from him, for his heart was spe- 
cially enlarged to embrace the promises on their be- 
half, — " To thee will I give it, and to thy seed." His 
faith was stronger than the faith of other men, and 
singularly strong in this; he seems to have known 
above others the force of such words, " The promise 
is to you and to your children." 

But we are not the children of Abraham : suppose 
Abraham did embrace the covenant for himself and 
for his seed, still from his loins we are not sprung. 
True; and take, therefore, a case analogous. Take 
an adopted child; take an instance, not of simple 
adoption into a family, but the case of a father adopt- 
ing an orphan infant child, and presenting him in 
baptism, undertaking the duties of a parent toward 
him, and embracing the promises for him. How 
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would a parent feel toward such, a child, especially if 
he had not merely endeaToiired, but been enabled to 
eonuait him by faith to Godi, and the child having 
been baptised with water, had also given early evidence 
of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Would not b 
father look on such an. iniant ais his own child indeed? 
And such is our connection with Abraham. He i 
braced the covenant not for the Jews only, but also 
for the Gentiles. It was held out to him in promise, 
" In thee shall all famiUes of the earth be blessed." 
That promise his heart was opened to receive, for " he 
believed that he might become the father of many 
nations ;" it was conlirmed to him when God said, 
after he had believed, "A father of many nations have 
I made thee." And if Israel should claim exclusive 
affinity to the father of tha faithful, under his first 
name Abram, believing Gentiles have their own full 
claim to him under his second and more honourable 
name. We are " Abraham's"" seed, and if our name 
is altered into Israel, that we may be adopted by him, 
his name was likewise altered into Abraham, that h 
might adopt us. 

2. This relation implies our inheritance of the pro- 
mises, and out entire severance from the covenant of 
works. It implies our participation in the promises,— 
" If ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
beiiB according to the promise." The grand promise 
to Abraham was, that he should be the father of the 
Mesriah, and that in him all blessings should be given 
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:• L:$ «eed. To dus c^anael all die Ueasmg u < 
fised -^rer. It*': and dmMigii Chrisr befieTingC 
hl««. as chi2ii>?n of Abrahaizu are partakers of all 
pTomiSies. for in Chrisc all the promises are jei 
Amen : and *" he is ftot a Jew whicli is one ontwar 
ricither is that circumcision which is oatwaid m 
desh ; but he li a Jew which is one inwardly; 
4:iicumciaon is that of the heart in the spirit^ and 
in the kiter, ATh^^se praise is not of men hut of G 
Out of man V promises exceeding great and pied 
which we inherit through this relation, these two 
be specified : — ( 1 .) " Eternal lifr, which God that 
not lie, promised before the world hegan;* fta 
indeed was thp.t of which Abraliam laid hold for 1 
s :-lf and his se..-«l. He beliered for an earthly C&d 
but while he did s<.\ ho "declared plainly that he so 
a better country, that is an heavenly ;" and as he 
braced the promise of that earthly country fbi 
i':irthly seed, so for his heavenly seed he embracei 
jiromise of the heavenly country of which the < 
uii# a type. His children by nature became hei] 
th-r one ; his children by faith heirs of the oth 
hvirs according: to the promise. (2.) The Holy ^ 
— the promise of the Father— the seal and pledg 
(tornal life — '•'' the earnest of the inheritance unti 
r.-d'^inption of the purchased possession." Th 
< xprcsslv stated, in verse 14th, to be the ble8sin<r ^^ 
•-vo receive through our connrciion with Abrahai 
'■ that tlic blessing of Abraham might come on 
( Jentiles through Jesus Christ, that wo ini*rht re 




(hepromiseof the Spirit through faith," The blessing of 
Ahroham, then, and the promise of the Spirit, are oi 

But our relation to Abmham implies farther, our 
entire seTerance from the coTenant of works. Between 
Jew and Gentile in this respect, tiiere is indeed no 
difference, both being equnlly condemned by the law, 
and shut out from all salvation but that of free grace. 
But if it was used as an additional argument with the 
Jew, that "the covenant that was confirmed before of 
God in Christ, the law which was 430 yeare after, 
cannot disannul, .that it should make the promise of 
none effect," the reasoning applies still more forcibly 
to us Gentiles who never came under that law at all, 
but whose connection with a covenant God cornea 
directly from Abraham. If any seeming hope is left 
to the Jew from legal covenants, subsequent to Abra- 
ham, the very appeanmce of such ground of confi- 
dence is taken away from us, who can establish no 
claims whatever from the law, hut must look straight 
up to the promise — the promise made to us through 
Abraham. A legal Jew is without exouse, but a legal 
Gentile has no shadow of excuse. 

Abraliam was an uncircumcised Gentile when he ' 
believed, and herein Js made evident our right to all 
the promises. In being left without circumcision, and 
in being left without the ceremonial law that followed, 
wearenot left irithout promise, or without inheritance. 
After tlie promise was given, the law came as a sehool- 
mast«r to bring to Christ, to train tlie children for the 
enjoyment of their heritage. Without that sohool- 
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master we were left ; we neldier enjoyed the benefit, 
nor endured the restraint, of being placed under those 
" tutors and goremors." Yet children we were not- 
withstanding, and heirs too. The promise was oon, 
and the inheritance ours. Israel alone reoeived tbe 
outward badge of a child ; he alone was corrected as 
a child, — alone instructed as a child. We were lost, 
ourselves forgotten, our claims out of mind. But whffl 
the fulness of time came, when the inheritance was to 
be enjoyed, when the Holy Ghost, the promise of Ae 
Father, was actually given, and when, therefore, tiie 
title-deeds were produced to ascertain who were ike 
heirs, our names were foimd written in them side by 
side with the names of the seed of Israel. Contrarr 

• 

to the judgment of others, and far from our own 
expectation, we were found lawftiUy entitled to the 
inheritance, if only we believed, and served ourselves 
heirs, setting to our seal that God was true. And 
by grace we were enabled so to do. But Israel mis- 
took the shadow for the substance ; they thought 
that the tutelage, the bondage, the state of servants, 
which went before to prepare them for the full enjoy- 
ment of the possession, was the actual possession itself. 
They claimed the bondage instead of claiming the 
heritage ; and while they fought for the seal, and for 
the title-deeds, denying our claims, we entered freely 
into tbe promised land itself. God graciously enabled 
us to see Christ as tbe way, and we had boldness of 
access in him, and " being Christ's, we are Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise." 
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II. But while tlie believing Gentile is by grace a, 
child of AbniUam, every Jew is Abraham's child by 
nature. This connection is one of high honoui and 
privilege, and yet such, that it may be forfeited and 
lost ; being in this respect unlike our natural connec- 
tion with Adam, and our spiritual connection with 
Christ. Kvery child of Adam derives from him sia 
and curse ; everf behever in Christ has eternal life 
remaining sure; but every child of Abraham does not 
inherit the blessing of his fii-ther. In every sor 
Adam you see the features of his &ther, but in manj 
a son of Abraham you can trace no moral resemblance. 
We say not that the unbelieving Jew is the very si 
as the unbeheving Giaitile ; but he has no more bless- 
ing — he has less — his blessing is converted into a curse. 
Just as there is a promise to believing parents, and yet 
many a child of godly parentage is a child of Satan ; 
so with Abraham, while God Lonoured him so highly, 
while he made him so signal ftn instimce of converting 
grace, and gave him such blessing for his children, he 
atill ^Dws his sovereignty, by choosing whom he will 
out of those children. Even Abraham " halL not 
whereof to glory before God ;" he was himself a 
ner, and many of his children dying in their sii 
children of the kingdom though they were — have been 
cast into outer darkness. The blessing of Abraham is 
confined to Christ, and to all that are in Christ. U 
alone hath this undivided honour ; many who are i 
Abraham perish, but all who are in Christ have eter- 
nal life. They ate not all Israel who are of Israel ; 
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and while the wild branch, grafted into the good olire 
tree, draws sap and life from the rcMit, juRt as tlie livino 
natural branch, the natnraJ branch broken cff haa no 
more connectioa with the root for any life or prodace, 
than if it Jiad never belonged to the tree. 

The connection, then, may bo forfeited, and yet il 
is. notwithstanding, one of liigh honour and privilege. 
In the broken off branch we Bee the marks of the 
origin whence it sprung. It is dead, but the very dry 
twigs and withered leaves hear the impress of the pareut 
stem. It is useless at present, but it has a peculiar 
atiitablenesa for being grafted in — a special fitness to 
the stem and root. It reqnires only the living sap to 
make it peculiarly lovely, escellent, and glorious. 

On the child of a godly parent there descends a 
double beneht His parent dedicates hini to God — 
his parent trains hira for God. The first does not 
depend merely on the second : if the parent died, he 
would leave a blesnng on the head of the child. 
Both these benefits, although they may be forfeited, 
changed, converted into curses, are still far, from 
'being nominal. The father's descending blessing 
I greater hope of conversion, and the father's 
training prepares the way both for conversion, and 
for the future growth of the convert- The cutting of 
the fuel, and laying it in order, is vain, if no kindlii^ 
spark is introduced ; cold and dark itself, you might 
B well have heaped so many stones together, for any 
I vannth or light it will afford. But the quickening 

e once applied, that previous labour tells for much. 
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Now, tlie Jeivs, as % nation, enjoy aomething of both 
tlieee blesaings. Tliey hare the blessing of a believ- 
ing paieutage, for tliat is not limited to immediate 
ofiiipring, Imt desceadB through many generations, 
according to the exprussioa, " showing mt'rey to 
thousouds (i. e., of gi.>nemtionB) of them thitt Idth 
me," And then they have the other advantage, how- 
ever abused, of pr^jiaratory training. The one ]>earl 
of price ia possessed by every believer, but in Christ 
are hid mamy treaaures corresponding to the manifold 
wiadom. of God. To many of those treasures the 
keys arc doubtless to be found in the tj-pes and cere- 
monies of the Mosaic dispeiuation ; and those key< 
have been specially committed to Israel. By reason 
of their blindness, they have hitherto applied them to 
no real use: it never has occurred to them to open 
the chests in which the treasure lies ; they are not 
aware of any riches within, and they deaire them not, 
but have busied themaelvee with the mere figure of the 
key, as if it were the treasure. Nevertheless, when 
liiey liave once begun to hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness, their previous knowledge will turn to prodi- 
gious account, and they will no doubt be enabled to 
unlock much that has been comparatively hid from us. 
Judah is described as " a lion's whelp." the noblest 
among the heasts of the forest, easily the monarch of 
all. But this lion is dead, and the weakest creature 
that has life ia stron^rer than he, and the vilest ia 
nobler than he, and the most worthless is better — 
" a living dog ia better than a dead lion." We that 
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were but dOgs of the Gentiles, being alire in Christ, 
are immeasurably better than this lion, bound in the 
cords of death. But, again, he is not dead, but sleep- 
eth ; for there is life for the dead ; and in reference 
to this Bleep of death, the question put of old maj' be 
asked ngain, though in a somewhat different sense, 
" Judah is a, lion's whelp ; who shall rouse him up i" 
We may do much more in awakening him, than in 
fighting our own battles. We are beset rovind about 
with foes strong and many, yet say not they are idle 
who seem to have left the battle-field before ub, to 
inquire after Israel. They have gone to rouse this 

[sleeping lion, that be may fight our battles, and nt- 
may conquer with him. Nor is this eipectation vain, 
for the promise remains to he fulfilled (Micah t. 8), 
that "the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Oeo- 
tiles, in the midst of many people, as a lion among 
the beaats of tlie forest." The image is one of strength 
tmd conquest, showing that Israel shall prevail ova 
hia foes, yet not of cruelty ; for in the verse imme- 
diately preceding it is written, that " the remnant of 
Israel shall be in the midst of many people as a dew 
horn the Iiord, as the showers upon the grass, that 
tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.' 
What, then, are they better than we? No, in 
nowise ; both Jew and Gentile are under sin, equally 
guilty, and alike condemned. But the apostle of the 
Gentiles asks two questions in the name of the Jews ; 
ihe first, " Is the Jew better (han tlie Gentile?" to 
which he answers, " No, in i 



158 

f " What advantage hath the Jev over the Gentile?" 
I to which he answers, " Much every way." While, 
I then, they are better than we are in no way, they 
have advantage above ua in erery way. Shall we 
murmur at this ? nay, rather we rejoice that Jehovah 
should do what he wills with his oivn ; an<^ that he 
■who, at his own pleasure, makes one vessel of gold, 
and another of earth, one to honour, and another to 
dishonour, should again make one of gold, and another 
of silver — one to greater honour, and another to less. 

Are, then, all the Jews advanced for ever above all 
the Gentiles ? This does not follow ; Israel may as 
a nation be higher, and more honoured, and yet 
individuals among the Gentiles be raised above the 
multitude of believing Jews. In this, aa in every 
thing else, Jehovah shows his electing mercy, often 
giving most abundant grace to them on whom he has 
conferred fewest privileges. "■ I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel." And then the distinc- 
tion is not eternal : in the day of judgment there is 
no mention of either Jew or Greek, but every man is 
rewarded according to his works. If the believing 
Gentile has more of Abraham's faith than the believ- 
ing Jew, then he is more fiilly Abraham's son ; and 
■when many come from the east, and from the west, 
to sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom, he will be seated nearer Abraham's 
bosom — for ever nearer the throne of the EtemaL 

And what, after all, is the honour of the seed of 
Abraham ? It is, that of all the kindreds, and 
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tongues, and people, and nations, they shall he the 
least, and the lowliest, according to the Scriptures — 
^^ 'He that is greatest among jou shall he your ser- 
yant;" and, '^ whosoever shall humhle himself as a litde 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heayen.** 
If, therefore, they are the greatest, it will he only hy 
their becoming the most humble and childlike of all. 
They will be first in giving all honour to God and the 
Lamb; first in looking on him whom they have 
pierced, and mourning; first in renouncing eveiy 
thing of their own, and ascribing all to free grace; 
first to exclaim, " Are we better than they ? No, in 
nowise." They shall be so eminently lowly and 
meek, they shall so put all honour from themselves, 
that we shall cheerfully give them the first rank, 
seeing no nation in all the earth which we would 
so delight to exalt. And wherein shaU we be th&t 
inferiors ? In the remains of haughtiness, and self- 
righteousness, and unholiness — less faithfii], less 
prayerfiil, less humble and contrite. Gro, then, 
believing Gentile, and humble thyself, if thou will be 
great; go, take the lowest room; think not more 
highly of thyself than thou oughtest to think, but 
think soberly, lest a more honourable than thou be 
bidden to the feast, and he that bade thee say, '^ Give 
this man place," and " thou be put lower in" the 
presence of the Prince whom thine eyes have seen. 

III. The child of Abraham by grace is boimd to 
love and honour the child of Abraham by nature. 
On this we shall not enlarge, as it follows clearly from 
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the uonsulerjtions we hare already adduced. We 
cannot but love those whom, for their father's sake, 
oui Heavenly Fiither lovea, find thoae whom he 
Iranours we caiinot refiise to honour. But the chil- 
dren of Abraham by nnture, and the children of Ab- 
raham by adoption, have undoubtedly some special 
bond of brotherhood. Let us love them, let us pray 
fw them, let us ivork for them, and above all, let us 
believe for them. Let ua prore by this that we are 
re^ly Abraham's seed ; and, as he embraced the pro- 
mises for us, let us embrace the promises for them. 

' They have promises which they will not plead through 
unbelief, let us plead them on their behalf. We are 
Abraham's living representatives ; if he were on earth 

I he would embrace and plead the promises for loat 
Israel; let us, as bia heirs, do what he would have 
done. And look what a blessed connection thence _ 

I arises between Jew and Qentile. To their fathers we ^^^J 
owe a debt of gratitude, and for their sakes we love ^^^H 
their children ; 'and to themselves we shall owe a tri- ^^^H 
butc of honour when Ood has restored them to lUrour. ^^^H 
But they again will look to us with love and gratitude. ^^^| 
Hitherto, indeed, we have but triumphed over them, ^^^| 
and trodden them doivn aa the mire of the streets ; ^^^ 
but if we lore them now, and pray for them, and are 
honoured in being instrumental to their conversion, 
then they in turn will love and honour us, and they ^^^J 
and we tc^ether, in mutual aflection and mutual grati' ^^^| 
lude, will go and witik in the light of the Lord. ^^^| 

^^^^H''e prodignl children have returned from the far ^^^^^ 
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country whither in our folly we had wandered, poor 
and portionless, wearied and wasted, and without a 
rag to cover us. We have been welcomed back to 
our father 8 house with every mark of kindness. The 
fairest robe has been put on us, we have a ring on our 
hand, we have shoes on our feet, and for us the fatted 
calf has been killed, and there is joy in heaven over us. 
But our elder brother has been offended ; he next has 
left his father's mansion. Because we have been re- 
ceived with honour that mansion has now no attrac- 
tion, no comfort for him, and he has stood proudly 
and sullenly without. Meanwhile, in the gladness and 
mirth that have arisen on our account, in the midst of 
the music and dancing that have welcomed our return, 
he appears to have been forgotten. It seems as if the 
father himself, in the fulness of his joy over us, had 
left him in his own sullenness ; or he has sent servants 
to fetch him in, and these servants have never gone 
forth, but have sat in the banquet with us, or else have 
carried out a cold and contemptuous message. But is 
not God himself arising now to have mercy on Zion ? 
Is not the father going out to entreat ? An J shall we 
grudge the repentance and return of our elder brother; 
shall we say. Let him remain without since he will 
remain ; shall we envy him the seat at our father s 
right hand ? "Was this the thought of our heart when 
we first repented and were restored to favour ? Did 
we not profess then, and did we not feel, that the place 
even of a younger son was too good for us, and that 
we should count ourselves happy in being numbered 
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with our father's hired servants! Was a servant's 
phice good enough for us then, and will we not now 
he satisfied unless our father displace for U9 his own 
first-bora, our elder brother ? My dear brethren, this 
was not our first judgment of ourselves when we re- 
turned in our rags and were so honourably received ; 
we did not then murmur at another's birthright, Iiut 
we marvelled at our own exaltation. And whatever 
other feelings of jealousy may for a time have ariseu 
in our bosoms, we disown them, and are humbled and 
repent. ShaU we not rejoice, tbeu, at the thought of 
our brother's return, although he should sit first at our 
father's table ? Shall we not gladly give place and 
yield precedence to him, even when our Father aliall 
say to him, " Son, thou art ever with me, and all that 
I have is thine." Yea, let us, of our oivn free will, 
remind our Father and our God, that his firet-bom is 
still standing without; let us beseech hinn to have 
compassion, and to go out and entreat him ,- let us 
count, that the first seat is not filled by us, nor hy any 
other, hut is still vacant in his absence ; let us mourn 
over the blank, and when our fiither arises let us go 
with him, and let us also entreat, It was meet that 
there should be joy over our return, and no joy was 
spared ; the house was filled with music and dancing, 
till the aoiuid was heard in the fields ; and now it is 
most meet that our elder brother should join in the 
feast, and that our Heavenly Father should have joy 
in both his children redeemed by one Saviour, sancti- 
fied by one Spirit, joint-heirs of one inheritance. 
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LECTURE VII. 

THE INTIMATE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE GLOIY 
OF THE CHURCH IN THE LATTER DAYS, AND THE 
RESTORATION AND CONVERSION OF THE JEWS. 

BY THE REV. ROBERT S. CANDLISH, A,M., 

MINISTER OP ST GBORGC'S rARISH, BDINBUBOH. 

" Now, if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminirtil 
of them the riches of the Gentiles ; how much more their ftalBes' 
. . . . For if the casting away of them be the reconcUbigof* 
world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life firom the dead?'- 
Romans xi. 12, 15. 

It is not intended, in this discourse, to enter at anr 
length, or with any minuteness of detaU, into the irii 
field of unfulfilled prophecy. The particulars of tk 
future destiny of Israel, the time, the manner, and tkf 
accompanying circumstances of their restoration ami 
conversion, must be lefl in a great measure untoucbei 
For the present, it will be enough for our purpose ti 
dwell on the broad and general announcement of tk 
Prophetic Word — that, in the latter days, they are » 
be restored to their old inheritance and conyertedv 
the faith of the Gospel, and to consider that fecti* 
its connection with the blessed prospects of the Chuwi 
of Christ ; — in the humble and earnest hope that A* 
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views, thus su^ested, may tend to atir up our heart's 
desire and prayer to God for Israel, that they may be 
saved. 

The fact ilaelf is rather assumed than asserted by 
the apostle in the passage now before as. He takes 
it for granted as undeniable, and reasons accordingly 
respecting it. He meets with the strongest and most 
peremptory disavowal, the supposition, that the rejec- 
tion of Israel, at the period of the first preaching of the 
Gospel, could be either general or final. It was not 
general — for even then there was u remnant, accord- 
ing to the election of grace. It was not to be final — 
for though blindness, in part, had happened to Isroel, 
it was only tiU the times of the Gentiles should he 
fulfilled, and still all Israel was to be aaved. The 
apostle, as himself an Israelite, of tbesi-ed of Abiahnm, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, cannot tolerate the very 
patting of the question, " Hath God cast away his 
people ?" He retards it as implying an impeachment 
of the foreknowledge of God, who, when he chose 
this people as bis own, saw beforehand tlie very worst 
that was to occur (verse 2), and an imputation on the 
unchangeahleness of his purpose, for the gifts and 
catling of God are without repentance (verse 29). 
And again, as the apostle of the Gentiles, speaking to 
tiie Gentiles, Paul impresses on their minds a sense 
of their deep debt of obligation to the Jews. The 
partial and temporary rejection of the chosen race, he 
represents as ordaiucd for the benefit of the Gentiles 
(verse 11); and, lest the Gentiles should become pre- 
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sumptuous and high-minded, he bids them take warn- 
ing from the fate of those against whom they might 
have boasted (verses 17-22). And, finally, lest they 
should cease to sympathize with the Lord s chastened 
people, he bids them lay it seriously to heart, that 
their own interests are intimately interwoven xnik 
those of that very people ; and he urges the emphatic 
consideration of the text, '' If the fall of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the 
riches of the Gentiles ; how much more their fiilness ? 
If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life 
from the dead?" 

The apostle here appeals to our reason in this 
matter. He not merely announces that the receiving 
of the Jews is to be life from the dead ; but he puts 
it to us to say, if it is not fitted and likely to be so. 
It cannot, therefore, be presumptuous in us, depend- 
ing on Divine assistance, after, ^rst^ dwelling for a 
little on the event itself here predicted — ^the fact that 
the fulness of the Jews is to be pre-eminently, and 
far more than their fall, the riches of the world — to 
state, secondly^ some considerations which may serve, 
in some degree, to show how it may very well be ex- 
pected to be so. 

I. In regard to the matter of fact, that the favour 
which is yet to be shown to Israel, is not only closely 
connected with the future prosperity of the Church 
and the triumph of the Christian faith in the world, 
but is to be the ixnmediate cause or occasion of it, the 
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apostle must he understood, in this passage, not as 
prophesyiDg himself, but ratter as recognising and 
interpreting tiie predictions of former prophets. He 
speaks in conformity with the whole strain and spirit 
of the Old Testament Scriptures. He does not make 
a. new statemenL He confirms and sanclioDs a Btate-- 
ment uniformly made before. All the holy men of 
old, who spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost, regarding the blessed state of the Church in 
the latter days, and the restoration and conversion of 
the Jews, invariably join these two events together. 
In proof of this assertion, we may simply state to you 
the result of an inquiry wliich every one of you may 
repeat and verify for himself, with some labour, in- 
deed, hut with deep interest and with great profit. 
If, with the aid of any convenient book of reference, 
you search the Scriptures, in regard to this particular 
point ; if you take, for example, into your hands so 
common and famihar a work as Dr S. Clarke's collec- 
tion of the " Promises of Scripture ;" and if, turning 
to the head of " Promises relating to the state of the 
Church," you carefully study the chapters of the Bible 
which are referred to under that head, you will be 
very much struck as you observe how constantly the 
two events in question — the prosperity of the Church, 
and the return of the Jews — are represented as bound 
up in one another. You may proceed in this experi- 
ment in either way you choose, by taking either of 
these two events as your leading theme, and you will 
^fi^,^ in all the predictiona relating to it, a plain 
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prominent reference to the other. Thus the praini 
relating to the state of the Church are airangediBtl 
orderly series, under the titles of ** Enlargement of ik 
Church ; Glory of the Church ; Increase of L^k 
and Means of Grace; Increase of Parity, Hofina 
and Righteousness; Peace, Love, and Unity in d( 
Church; Submission and Uestmction of the EneiBii 
of the Church ; Destruction of Antichrist, and i\ 
Babylon ; Favour and Submission of Kings to m 
Kingdom of Christ ; Security, Tranquillity, and h»\ 
perity of the Church ; The Perpetual Continuance e[ 
the Church." Now, examine the promises in eacbc 
these sections — not as you read them isolated lii 
detached in this book of extracts, but as theysbiii 
in the Bible itself — examine them in the full light rf 
the context and connection in which they severaDf 
occur, and we are greatly mistaken if you do notp*| 
ceive in all of them a suflficiently distinct recogmtifli| 
of Israel's coming blessedness, and if you are not satis- 
fied that, in regard to each and all of the elements t^ 
that gracious and glorious state, which the Chunk I 
longs to see attained, it is the declared purpose o( I 
Cod, that its attainment shall be seen ultimatdrtt 
depend, in no inconsiderable degree, on the higk 
destiny of Israel. Again, reverse the method of in- 
vestigation. Take the chapter of the book (Clarke) 
which directly treats of the restoration and conveisioB 
of the Jews, and enumerates the promises relating to 
these points, and the result will be equally satisfactorr* 
For still you will perceive that in almost all of tbai 
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series of predictions, while the receiving of Israel, the 
fulness of Israel, is the main object in the ptophet'i 
eye, he does not orerlook, hut rather always enlar^s 
on the manifestation of the Divine glory, and the 
establishment of the Divine kingdom throughout all 
the earth, which, simultaneously with larael's fulness, 
and chiefly by means of it, may in the latter days be 
confidently looked for. On the whole, therefore, we 
may safely conclude that the Apostle Paul is fully 
justified, not only as himself a prophet, but as an eX' 
pounder simply of the prophets who have gone before, 
— according to the entire stniin and analogy of theit 
predictions,— he is justified iu assuming, as he clearly 
does in the test, not only that the Jews, though in 
part and for a time rejected, are yet, as a nation, to 
be saved ; but also, that their fulness is to be pre- 
eminently the riches of the Gentiles, and the receiv- 
ing of them is to be to the world life tiom the dead. 
They rise themselves, and they raise the world, 

II. But we proposed to state some considerations 
which may serve, in some degree, to show how it may 
very well be expected to be so. 

1. We put a case, which, with all reverence, may 
suggest a simple and touching analogy. We read, 
in one of the parables, of a cert^n man who made a 
great supper, and bade many, and who, when they 
that were bidden refused to come, rather than allow 
his bountiful provision to be lost, seated around his 
table the poor, the maimed, the halt, the blind. Nay, 
BO bent was he on having big house -filled, that he 
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would compel the very outcasts from the highways 
and hedges to come in. 

(1.) Place yourselves, now, in the position of this 
strange company, this motley group, thus unexpectedly 
admitted to a sumptuous entertainment, and allowed 
to enter a nohle mansion. The master of the feast, 
the owner of the house, has heen sadly disappointed 
in the hopes which he cherished, — ^wounded in his 
hest, his tenderest affections. His friends, his family, 
his own children themselves, for whom he has made 
all this ample provision, and to whom he would have 
communicated it all, have despised and deserted him. 
He is deeply grieved ; hut his temper is not soured. 
He does not shut up and harden his heart ; his afiec- 
tions are still warm, his home is stiU open. He must 
have something that he can love and hless, and he 
goes forth in search of objects on whom he may lavii^ 
the overflowing tenderness and liberality of his soul. 
He finds you languishing and pining in abject want ; 
your substance wasted, your spirits mortified and 
abased. He proffers to you the invitation which they 
of whom he might have expected better things have 
spumed. He addresses to you, strangers and outcasts, 
the gracious call which his own have disregarded. He 
embraces you instead of the companions and the chil- 
dren whom he has lost. He clasps you to his bosom ; 
he introduces you to the small remnant of his house- 
hold; you occupy the places, you appropriate the 
privileges, of those who should have sat at his board 
and rejoiced in his smile. And in offices of unwearied 
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kindsesa to you, he seems to bury all feelings of re- 
gret for the past, and to forget the ingratitude tvith 
which his love has been repaid. Thus far, you are 
clearly gainers by the fault or folly of those who were 
before you ; you are the better off for their going away. 
Their loss is your benefit ; the birthright which they 
despised is come to you, and you reap the fruits of 
their miserable intatuation. 

(2.) But still, is all well ? Is all well in the family 
into which you haye been so graciously received ? Is 
all as well for you as you might wish or hope it to he ? 
True, you have no cause to complain of the treatment 
which you receive ; you have no feult to find with the 
householder, or with the economy of his household, or 
with the manner of his dealing with you. He is not 
straitened in his bounty towards you. He is very 
pitiful, and abundant in loving -kindness ; and how- 
ever wide you open your mouth, he fills it. But is 
there no longing of his heart, no yearning of his bowels, 
towards the former objects of his love, which does shed 
over the whole establishment a sense of gloom and of 
desolation, of which even you yourselves cannot fail to 
be painfully conscious ? Is there not something about 
the very air of the whole house which conveys the in- 
describable impression that all is not right, — that there 
is a blank — that there is a loss ? The rooms are as 
spacious and well ordered as in any circumstances they 
could be ; the tables are as sumptuous, the accommo- 
dations as complete. All things ore on n scale of the 
A boundless munificence, and there is no lack of 
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Ibe most interesting conTersation. Sdll, jon eont 
perceirt; that there is an impression of tam- 
what being amiss. There are places which miglitlun 
been otherwise occupied — seats on which others nu^ 
have been sitting ; and, whether it be imagiDation n 
realitj, you seem lo see the eye of the &thcr, irilhw 
«ny inclination to disparage or to be unkind to ^ 
still looking round through all the circle of his Bf 
attenduiits, and missing those whom he woulil ba 
have seen among the nearest and dearest of them tSl- 
(3.) Nor can yon wonder that it should be so. For, 
have you indeed supplied to this most bounteous wi 
open-hearted parent, the place of those dear childw 
into whose privileges be adopted you ? Havr jot 
teen all 1« him that he might have required 
pected you to be ? Have you done all tbat mi{^ 
have been done to fill the void in his bereaved aSu- 
tions, — to heal the sore wound of bis acliing hesil! 
Has he indeed found iu you the dutiful and afiectko- 
ate children, whose behaviour towards him, and fr 
wards one another, might make him forget the MM 
and daughters of his former love? Alas t does B* 
conscience testily, that he has but too good reaaoD V 
be dissatisfied and disappointed in you ? Yoa tum 
not been warned by the history of your predeceseoK 
— you have not avoided their faults — you have sit 
BuppUed their deficiencies. In what are you betW 
than they ? Has be found in you a firmer faith, 
warmer love, a purer service, a closer fellowship, tlitt 
he might have found in them i Have you beanos 
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devoted to him ! Have jou been more united among 
yourselves t In your apostasies, your backslidings, 
your rebellions, in your dissensions, and debates, and 
controversies, may he not discern the very same spirit 
which, in his ancient family, so righteously provoked 
bis wrath ? And as he looks on the sad symptoms of 
deadness and disorder vvhich everywhere preval among 
you, ah ! may he not see enough to make him think 
with relenting fondness of those who, however vviliul 
and wayward, could scarcely have served his purpose 
or satisfied his desires worse than you have done i For 
have you indeed iiiifilled the end of your calling more 
fully than they might have done ? Hare you done 
what in you liiy to be to youT kind and hospitable 
entertainer instead of those who had gone away, — to 
make up to him for the loss of the children whom he 
firat loved? 

(4.) Thus, in the family out of which the original 
household have been displaced, and into which you. 
their room, have been adopted, there prevails a gene- 
ral feeling of depressioa and disappointment, which 
shows that there is something wanting. You are not 
satisfied yourselves. At first you were greatly elated 
by the unexpected promotion, you were carried away 
by the joy and triumph of your new prerogative, you 
were high-minded, and did not fear. Soon you fell 
into the worst principles and practices of those whom 
you displaced ; you became cold, worldly, and formal ; 
you adopted a system of self-rightuousneas and self- 
confidence^ you departed from the simplicity of a 
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childlike reliance on the father who had emhraced jon, 
and a childlike affectionate intercourse with him ; jou 
turned what should have heen your home, into a hall 
of state ; jou multiplied ceremonies, and learned all 
courtly arts to cover the real estrangement of your 
hearts. And then you fell out among yourselves; 
you made your father s house a place of wrangling, — 
the din of war resounded through its mansions, the 
fire of wrath hlazed in its ^courts. These things, yon 
feel, may well have wearied him, at least, they have 
hegun to discourage you ; you see that something is 
grievously wrong, and you do not see how it may he 
remedied. 

(5.) Now, in such a state of the household into 
which you have been received, what more natural 
than that the Master should begin to think of those, 
for whom originally he built his house, and prepared 
his feast ? If they, after their long banishment, are 
now at last disposed, and may be persuaded to return, 
and to accept the overtures which once they cast away 
from them, may they not return with a spirit chas- 
tened by much affliction, and a heart, that, amid their 
varied experience, has now at last begun to learn wis- 
dom ? And how will the householder receive them ? 
And how will his reception of them offect his treat- 
ment of the guests whom he has, in the meantime, 
received as his own? "Will he be so entirely and 
exclusively engrossed with his long lost, but now re- 
covered children, as to have no love to spare for you, 
the sons and daughters of his more recent adoption ? 
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Nay, will not the joy with which his heart overflows, 
embrace you aJso in its ample tide ? His love will 
only go forth the more fully and freely towards you, 
now that his own soul is satisfied ; and the only thing 
which caused a cloud on his brow, and an aching 
Toid in his breast, is finally removed. There is no 
longer throughout the household the painfiil sense of 
a heavy loss, which, however the householder may try 
to prevent it from intruding, still cannot fail to mar 
the freedom of the intercourse, and to impose a certain 
feeling of constraint. Now there is the ease of a glad 
relief — there are all the s3inpathiea of a cordial jubilee. 
And when the old family resume their proper place 
in their father's house, which is freely conceded to 
them by their younger brethren, may it not be expected 
that a new element of order will be introduced — a new 
bond of union — a new sonrce of life and love ? That 
which was out of joint is now put right ; that which 
was lame is healed; that which was wanting is repaired ; 
and the whole economy is arranged on the model which 
from the first was intended, but which has long been 
frustrated and hindered. The household is at last 
complete ; and the thousand questions of precedence 
and pre-eminence, the disputes on sundry points of 
detail, which have arisen mainly from the defective 
state in which it has long subsisted, wanting the elder 
brethren — the flrst-bom — the heirs — these will be 
satis&ctorily settled and set at rest. Yes, brethren, 
we may indeed anticipate from the restoration of 
i[ to their old place in the Dinne &Toar, an effect 



170 LEcmiE VII. 

preciMly similar to what we migbt expect to "its* 
when the first-born children should return agaiafiw 
a temporary estrangenicat to a family, in which Ab 
loBB has been very inadefjuately Bnpplied, andbasnm 
ceased to be painttilly felt. 

The apostle is, ia these Terees, not merely stidB 
as a matter of fact, the connection between the n*- 
ration of the Jews and the prosperity of the OibA 
in the latter days ; he is appeahng to our reaamV 
judge if such a connection be not, lu the natun* 
things, en treinely probtible. The word of prophpwt 
undoubtedly more sure on such a point, than on 
reasoning of ours can be. At the anme time, it ■ 
satis&ctory to follow out the hint which the apod) 
Hfires, and to dwelt on some of those views wtriil 
migbt naturally lead a reflecting Christian 
pate, as likely to flow from the future return of tW 
u vaitt increase of riches and of life to the chnrcbti^ 
the Gentiles, and to nil the world. | 

I. The reconciliation of the first-bom, the rUf' 
brethren — those for whom, in the first instance, th 
feast was provided — mny be expected to produce a in>* 
salutary eflect upon the whole economy of the iiaat 
hold. At present, their absence creates a void whid 
is but imperfectly filled up, and gives occasion ft' 
much misunderstanding and misrule, and luanja'- 
tets questions of order and precedency — all of wUd 
niay be either superseded, or settled and set ali* 
when the original plan of the establishment ii M 
realised, and the family is at last comi 
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restoration of Israel, we may well believe, will intro- 
duce, amid the deadnesa and distractions of the rent 
and torn ChurcJi of God, a new element of anity and 
of life : eTery holy principle of feith and love 
receive a new impulse, and be anew directed in the 
right way ; and the actual exhibition of the Divine 
model, then finished and fulfilled, will clear away 
many doubts, and end many eontroversies, which 
seem destined to tret the spirit and wiiste the energies' 
of Christ's people, until He himself again interposei 
show, as in a new primitive and apostolic era, after 
what form and fashion he really wishes his house to 
be built, and its affaiis to be ordered and transacted. 
In tills way, in the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
the final establishment of Israel is represented, e 
giving peace (Isa. ii. 2-5, d. 6; Hos. ii.), — as ir 
creasing knowledge (Isa. sxv. 6, 7; si- 1, 2, 9, 10), 
— and as introducing universal holiness, (Ezek. xx. 
*l ; Zech. siv.) 

II. We may refer to another principle, in illustra- 
tion of the way in which the receiving of the Jews 
may very probably be esi»ected to be to the world a 
life Irom the dead. It seems to be the plan and 
intention of God, that the cause of true reiig'.on in 
this earth should proceed and prosper by means of a 
series of movements — a succession of impulses. At 
certain intervals, impressions are from time to time 
given, which continue to work their proper effecis, until 
their power, as it were, is spent, and some new ap- 
plication of force is needed. It is true that the growth 
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of religion in an individual heart, or in a general 
community, is slow and gradual, like the growth of a 
seed cast into the ground. It springs up, and enlarges 
itself into luxuriant grain, or into a stately and spread- 
ing tree. But tares come up also, and choke or cor- 
rupt the grain, and the tree is apt to hecome feehle, 
to wither and £atde away. The seed must be renewed 
in due season, the ground must be tilled anew, else the 
power of right yegetation will soon expend and exhaust 
itself. So also is it with the progress of religion. It 
advances, for the most part, by means of successive 
impulses at due intervals applied ; it has its stages of 
revival. 

Thus, in your personal experience, in the history 
of your personal godliness, you may have found that 
there is not one uniform, continuous, unbroken pro- 
cess of advancement in the life of God ; but, for the 
most part, an alternation of progress and decline, a 
series of starts — each carrying you so far forward on 
your course, till its force is worn out. You do not 
move on at one steady pace ; but now you are im- 
pelled to make a run, as for your life, by some appli- 
cation from without, or some eager movement of spirit 
within ; then, by and by, your speed relaxes itself — 
you linger and loiter, till a new fit or feeling of eager 
haste seizes you, and you rush keenly on as before. 

When the Lord, for example, first laid his hand 
upon you, and his Spirit began to strive with you — 
when you first became acquainted with his unspeak- 
able gift, with the unsearchable riches of Christ, then 



there was an era of great life to your souls ; jou did 
run well, and notliing ^hindered you ; you were feirly 
aroused — alarmed ; you felt the urgent necessity of 
prompt and det'ided measures. You were eager to 
escape from the corruption that is in the world through 
lust ; jou felt the terror of the Lord ; you were touched 
with a sense of the Saviour's beauty; you could ^ve 
no sleep to your eyes, till, having closed with the 
terms of his Gospel, accepted the offered pardon, and 
cast the burden of conscious guilt away, — washed in 
his blood, clothed and girt about with His righteous- 
neBS — you set out on your new career of holy self- 
denial and self-devotcdness, you made haste, and 
delayed not to keep His coramandnientB, Need we 
remind you of what, it may be, too soon followed ? 
Your titst impressions became gradually more and 
more &int; your zeal cooled; you began to grow 
w^ary. The things of sense and time again hid from 
your Tiew the realities of the world unseen ; and a 
spirit of cold and dead formality began to steal over 
your discharge of religious duties, — your Sabbath ex- 
erdses, — your lahouts of love. But the Lord did not 
forsake you. He again took his own work into his 
own hands. He awakened you once more from sleep. 
Sharply, it may be, and painfiilly, he pierced your 
soul anew ; he broke your heart ; he brought you 
under new convictions, softened you to new relentings, 
kindled in you new desires. It was a time of refresh- 
inK and revival. Has this, brethren, been in any 
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you, in M-liom, at this very season, the {one ofafiflL 
or a second, or a third reWval, seems to be nesb 
expended ? Are you conscious, even now, of ali- 
tor and inertness about your spiritual tastes oi 
your spiritual exercises, different from what sometiKi 
in better days, you hare experienced? Theii,ii( 
not high time for you now to seek a new awakan^ 
a new revival, a new impulse from on high ? Ail 
delay not till God in very mercy may find it necotff 
to deal with you in a way of aggravated severity, ti 
your slumber become so profound, that it can ^ 
broken only by the loud cry of sorrow, or the dvf 
sting of shame. Let this very day be marked as v 
of the eras — the critical periods— of your spiriti^ 
career ; and give God no rest until he revive hiswrf 
in you, and speed you anew, on your heavenward Wf 
rejoicing. 

And as it is in individuals, so also it is genovl! 
in communities. Among them, too, religion Tff 
often prosp(jrs and prevails by means of succesB»- 
revivals. There is a movement of the Spirit of G<J 
in a certain place, at a certain time. Men's minds ar 
stirred — sin is signally rebuked — and a tone of reS- 
gious feeling beyond what was conceived possK 
before, begins extensively to prevail. But alis! Iw 
often has it been seen, that the effect is but too tran- 
sitory. The impression passes off — the cnthusiav 
subsides — conversions become rare, and almost ceai' 
to be looked for — and things settle down once moi* 
to the old level of decent, common-place, observano!^ 
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^^^ LATl 

I But what then ? Are auch movements to he under- 
[ tallied hecauie they too often are found to he of auch 
I brief duration ? Way, is not this preoiacly auch a 
result OS might be anticipated beforehand ? if you 
roll the atone according to the downward inchnation 
' of the plain, a aingle impulse may suffice to acud it 
on, with accelerated speed, till it reach the foot of the 
descent. But, in causing it to move in the opposite 
direction, you muat repeat the impulse almoat every 
I instant. If the impression which religion gives were 
according to the bent of tbe human heart, and the 
I course of this world, it might be expected, that a pro- 
j gress once begun, would go on indefinitely for ever. 
I And is not this the very delusion of those who place 
their confidence, for the world's regeneration, on the 
. gradual working of those elements of improvement 
\ which tijey see now in operation, — who beheve in the 
I perfectibility of the human race, and the all-sufficiency 
I of ordinary eiisting means ? There will be, aa they 
I tliink, an uninterrupted process of amelioration ; and 
I the silent influence of the spread of knowledge will 
' quietly and insensibly usher in the millennial glory, 
I Do these speculators, these dreamers, deny oi over- 
look the fact of man's depravity ? Do they foi^et, 
that in all past history it has been found, that the 
truth — that true religion — has been deteriorated, and 
not improved, by its prolonged sojourn on earth ; 
that it needs ever and anon to make a new descent 
from heaven, and to start from a new commencement ? 
yfaa it not ao in the Antediluviaii ti 
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first made known his will to fallen man, reTeaHng his 
plan of mercj, and appointing his ordinances of wor- 
ship. But immediately the race degenerated, and 
religion declined. In the dajs of Enos, again (Gen. 
iy. 26), there was a reviyal of the Lord's cause, and a 
stand made by the Lord's people against the growing 
profligacy of the age. But this new life soon began, 
as before, to languish. Even God's children left their 
first love, and all flesh corrupted their way on the 
earth. After the flood, a new and fair chance, as 
it were, was giyen to the world — a new and firedi 
impulse to the work of God in his Church. How 
long was it until idolatry uniyersally grained ground? 
Again God interposed to start his cause anew, by 
the calling of Abraham ; and afterwards we trace has 
successiye interpositions, for the same purpose, in the 
exaltation of Joseph, in the deUyerance from E^gy|)^ 
in the giying of the law, in the mission of prophets, in 
the captiyity of Babylon, in the renewal of the Jew- 
ish polity under Ezra, — in all these, and gindl^T' in- 
stances, we trace the operation of the same rule in 
the Diyine procedure, according to which, as it were, 
he sets his hand, at interyals, to the main-spring of 
the instrument, which otherwise would relax its moye- 
ments, and might stop. And in eyery instance we 
see the same resultr— a gradual process of decline— 
until a touch from on high reyiyes the work. The 
same remark applies to the history of Christianity. 
The first preaching of the Gospel seemed to introdvcc 
a power fitted to moye the world ; and its earlj sue- 



cess gave promise of a progress, not by any obstacles 
to be turned aside or checked. Alas ! liow soon did 
that apostasy begin, wbicli notliing but God's gtace, 
anew imparted at the Reformation, could arrest. And 
since the Reformation has the true iiiith been steadily 
progressive ? llaa it not been eorrupted and enfeebled ? 
Has not its Epirit in all the Reformed churches be- 
come languid and inert? Nay, it would even seem, 
as if the very Impulse which is to bring in the more 
^orioUB state of millennial blessedness, is not to retain 
its force for ever. It is darkly, perhaps doubtfully, 
intimated^ tbiLt a decay of godliness, and a sod ^ting 
away, may even then be looked for ; as if to prove, 
that not on earth, nor among fallen men, will the truth 
preserve its power, without continual renewals of the 
impulse by which it is set in motion Iroin on high. 

Such, it would appear, is the law of progress ap- 
plicahle to religion, in the heart of man, and in the 
world at large. If so, it is evidently incumbent on 
individuals, and on communities, to be contiauaUy 
looking out and waiting for revivals, to be seeking 
and eipecting renewed interpositions and impulses 
from God, and to be lying on the watch to discern, to 
seize, and to improve them. From neglecting to ob- 
serve this law, we may miss many an occasion, we may 
lose many an opportunity of most blessed and salutary 
awakening; we may disregard the work of the Lord's 
hand, we may resist the strivings of his Spirit. Were 
rightly observing, in the prayer and patience of 
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his grace, we might far more frequently, as well as 
far more unequivocally, see and feel his immediate 
interposition, to revive his work and cause his Word 
anew to have free course and he glorified. 

Now it is in exact accordance with this principle 
or rule that the return of the Jews should he the 
occasion of a new and extensive revival in the Church, 
and should give a new impulse to the cause of Qod. 
in the world. It may well be expected to he a new 
era, from which a new life may begin. The very 
sight of a nation bom in one day — a people suddenly 
and at once brought forth — exhibiting in instantaneous 
maturity, and in all the freshness of a first lore, the 
Divine power and the holy graces of the Gospel — 
realizing again the promise of the early apostolic days 
— ^renewing, on a larger scale, the wondrous spectacle 
which the little band of brethren at Jerusalem, after 
that memorable day of Pentecost, presented to the 
eyes of men ; — ^this of itself would almost be enough 
to work such a change in the whole character of the 
prevailing Christianity, that old things might be said 
to pass away, and all things to become new. New 
ideas of what Christianity really is — a new tone of 
feeling — a new standard of attainment — ^new views 
and sentiments on almost all things — and an entirely 
new spirit of zeal and Hfe — ^might be expected to 
pervade and take possession of all minds. The Spirit 
being poured upon them from on high, the wilder- 
ness would be a fruitful field ; and what before was 
reckoned a fruitful field, would then, in comparison 
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n-ith the new examples of fertility, be counted for a 
forest. — Isaiah xxiii. 15. 

III. Especially may such a result be anticipated, 
when it is considered that the nation which is thus, 
in the face of all men, to be renewed, is the nation c 
Israel. This people, now for a long season scattered 
and peeled, have been terrible and wonderful from 
the beginning hitherto (Isaiali xviii.),and they will be 
terrible and wonderful to the end. In their singular , 
preaerration, amid unexampled judgments, they pre- 
sent to the world a standing proof of the special pro- 
yidence of God over them. And, as at first, the 
remnant or the election of Israel, who believed in the 
Lord Jesus, were the chosen agents and instruments 
of God in gathering in the first-fruits of the Church ; 
so in the end Israel is to be honoured in the gathering 1 
in of its frill harrest, at the close of the world's his- 
tory. Their conversion itself will be so manifest 
token of the Divine faithfulness and power, that it 
will strike conviction into the minds of men, and 
compel them to recognise the finger of God ; the new 
energy and vitality which their fresh zeal and love will 
impart to the Church, ivill stimulate its efforts, and 
render its testimony more decided; and their own 
direct exertions, on behalf of Him whom they have 
80 long denied, will be blessed by God for the bring- 
ing in of the Gentiles, even to the ends of the earth. 
Reinvested with their hereditary prerogatiTe of near- 
ness to God — received again into His favour — re- 
(flblished in the land which he gave to their lathers | 



186 LBCTUBE Til. 

^^nd haying once more erected in fheir ciiy ^ 
dwelling-place of God, the seat, so to speak, d b 
government, the centre of his operations throu^iflit 
all the earth,— they will walk in the light of Gd* 
countenance, they will shine before all men in tk 
beauty of his holiness. 

Farther : the Lord's interposition in behalf of b 
people is to be accompanied and attended by yiaitetiff 
of a fearful nature, on the nations and inhahitaDts i 
the world, — ^visitations fitted to overawe and sd)^ 
Dreadful judgments are, in Scriptare, ajuiouDoeds 
about to come in the latter days, connected widik 
overthrow of the Antichristian power, and the 10- 
geance to be taken upon all those who have to 
partakers in its guilt. It is to be a time of t^ 
convulsions, when yet once more the earth and * 
heavens are to be shaken ; and there are to be po^ 
teutons signs among all nations. But, amid all ^ 
shock and crash of the reeling and staggering ^kA 
the Lord is signally to manifest his power, as mN 
the storm and commanding the whirlwind. T^ 
must be " wars, and rumours of wars ; ** the Gennfe 
must be visited for their impiety in having so M 
" trodden Jerusalem imder foot," and despitefulljttei 
and persecuted those whom God, though he was smidif 
them, still loved and honoured. His righteousneft* 
Governor among the nations, must be vindicated 
his elect, who cry to him day and night, mast k 
avenged ; the rejection of his blessed Qospel bj ^ 
people must be signally punished. The souk of tb^ 
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that were slain for the Word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus, still cry with a loud voice, from imder the 
altar, saying, " How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our hlood on them 
that dwell on the earth ? " Ah ! there is much to he 
done for the settlement of the Lord s controversv with 
the world, and for the deliverance of his people, with 
a strong hand and an outstretched arm, hefore he shall 
be glorified in their triumphant and joyous return, and 
shall be manifested as the terror of the proud, and the 
confidence of all that call on His name. 

And then, at last, the ancient people of God appear 
as the centre of a happy world, as bringmg in, after 
many judgments, the glorious harvest of the Gospel. 
At last, after many fears and many disappointments, 
that harvest is secured; "for, as the rain watereth 
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, so that 
it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater," 
80 the Word of God now prospers. " His people go 
out with joy, and are led forth with peace; the moun- 
tains and the hills break forth before them into sing- 
ing, and all the trees of the field clap their hands." 

Such is IsraeUs high destiny, and such its bearing 
on the prospects of the world. " The Lord will arise 
and have mercy on Zion. The time to favour her, 
yea, the set time, is come ; for his servants take plea- 
sure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof. So 
the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all 
the kings of the earth thy gloiy. When the Lord 
shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. 
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— Psal. cii. 13-16. Let us reverentlj adore the u 
changeable majesty of the eternal €}x>d, and trust 
his faithfuhiess. ^ Our strength may be weakened 
the way, our days may be shortened ; but He is t 
same, and his years shall have no end. The childi 
of his servants shall continue, and their seed shall 
established before him."— Psal. cii. Amen. 



THE END. 
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